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- S0th annlversary

Pilgrimage |
in cyber space.

'I'.heha_y theannua]pilgnmageome-
lims to holy shrines in Sandi Arabia, is
conquerng new forums — Cable News
Network and the world wide web.
For the first time CNN, the world's
of the rimal, thich
live proceedings mn wi
more than two ‘milfion Muslims from
some 100 nations took part. CNIN's star
JmmahstRmKhanbwmneoneofthe
first Western journalists 10 Tepost on Is-
Jam’s fifth pillar and most poignant spir-

itnsl experience. - in two daily
Live reports, Khap, as Abmed Behgat, a
writer on Islamic affairs, out, dis-
played extensive knowledge of the ritual. -
Most watchers agreed, deciding that
CNINs coverage was

satisfactory.
Bmwamhnghvecovmgeonsa!eﬂne

television and browsing through cyber-

space are defiitely different.

Type the word “hajf” on any search en-
glneonthemmnet.mdyougethun-
dreds of varying maiches: farwas, fery-
debares m- discussion groups defeading

prquesﬁoningﬂ:eﬁnml.quesuon-

articles and

pictures,
"glosmesdeﬁmngmuchoftodayscy-.

thror le, questi smmber 431 on
examp on
www.islaniticity.org/dialogue. websile re-
flects mainsiream Islamic coltore In the
non-Arab nations of Asfa and Africa.
“Ts thers any' spemalpﬂgum:gede—
scribed as * or “Rajf akbaz™? If 30,
whcn doasnfa!l"" The answar: “No,

called .
theze is pothmg grandpﬂwmage_

There is a

sl o ot g Gt g

be on Priday, then that pil-

cooument.” 'I'heanswer asserting that Is-
1am treats men and women as equals, is
that a man is ot le to pay for
ﬂwu'avelupmo his wife. But “if he
willingly pays for her travel, she may ac-
" cept and go on pilgrimage... which is val-
id... She wonld have easned more reward
if she were 1o pay for her own expenses.™

each fawa is followed by the simple
statement that “the soarce is Arab News
—Jeddah
A “hajj” maich came under the tde
“Disaster Prevention,” an article urging
the Sandi government to “anticipate,”
rather than “react swiftly,” to the wag-
edies that are likely to occur during the
hajj season. Last year 340 people lost
" thefr lives in a major fire caused by the
:xplnnun of'a cooking gas cylinder.
disastns,smdamembe:ma

dlscusmongroup,mmnme“mu:hmns- )

raken beliefs on Iklam and the ritvals
practiced by Muslims, such as the Agjj.”
The “democratic™ forum of the internet
is the only channel ope can use (o ex-
prssuewswhﬂeuthesamemm
itor the views of others in the global vil-
hgawmmemapmonmmed
in Jelam exchenge views with others ar
the other end of the globe but cnly a
click-of-the-mouse away? .
“Iusmtemngmacmallybmw what
views exist,” Amal El-Taber, a Muslim
. internetuser pointed out, “but why don’t
we have web sites partraying the true im-

As the rituals of hajj reached their climax,
Amira Howeidy followed thousands of
non-pilgrims as they searched for
information on a variety of websites

ﬁcﬂﬂl;lageand Muslims?" she asked.
language barrier remains
an obstacle, tens of Islamic web sites
have now swelled 10 hundreds, ex-
piaining the five pillars of Islam Magy
of them are devoled entirely to the haj.
A website that offers extensive and elab-
orate backgroand on the hajj 2long with
p:ctuﬂs Is “Hajj: The Journey of a Lile-
ume” (www.islamicitv.org/ Mosque/
Jlfgﬂ.u Lhtmd).

fearures an interesting piece writien
by “the first Englicsh woman 1o perform
the hajj,” Lady Evelyn Cobbold in 1934,
Desoribing the feelings pilgrims ex-
perience during the wuquf a1 Arafat, she
sald that “it would require a master pen

mapity of which I was ope small wait,
completely Jost to their surmoundings in a
fervoar of religions enthusiasm. Many of
the pilgrims had tears streaming down
their cheeks; others raised their faces to
thestaﬂ.ﬁskyﬂmhadw:m&mdth;sdn—
ma 50 often in the past centuries.™
In-depth hajj data can also be accessed
at fittpf www.ummah.net/hajj, one of
the many home pages on the ‘Islamic
site, operated by a London-
based chmtable education tusi. The
page offers informarion on hajj rites,
practical-tipg, a glossary of kajf lerms
and.mtu-esnngly enough, tips for teach-
ers on the topic. According fo Monzur
Abmed, who runs the hajj page. it has re-
ceived more than 50,000 visitors. “The
pucpose of the page is to pro-
vide Muslim and von-

warded a3 seven tmes e climay of the doomeytoMmAnesumedzjmﬂﬁon Al-Adha” he-10ld Al-Ahram

However, hajf informarion,
with all cyber

reward nf an onhnary pil- mlemﬂ,m,“ counftries made the amual ‘Pllgmnag!: or Weekly.

ST2LE... 1. Hap, this year, AP reporied.

- Another guestion: °] andSsmdlofﬁmﬂsmdthenwspamdoﬂ'mhly as is the case

" in my home country, i the crowds and the 35 celsius heat. Sandi authodities have d8t2, remains a controversial
saymn:awﬁemaymt -. taken exira measures, including putting ap more than 10,000 fire. iSSUe, particularly with regard
form pay proof- tents, mavmdanympeuumofﬂmmdemlmm,nmmmhabdnymgems

pilgrimage, i
[alms), or offer the sacrifice - which 343 pilgrims were killed and 1,500 injured when g fine 0Ot however, w have: de-
on Eid Al-Adha using ‘ber brope out in the pilgrim camp.

Muslim visitors with useful

. A SEA of men, women and children, most of them in whiie @04 _comprebeusive
grimage is grand and it 15 re- mbes.cn’clcdtheKﬂbﬁ.Islamshohﬁtshme.Tuesdayume Iormauunaboulha_umd&d

Bargaining

over 4%

Americans and Israelis continued to haggle over Israeli troop with-
drawals, but Washington is resolved not to pressure Netanyahu

Senior Israeli cabinet ministers met in Je-
msalem yesterday to debate 2 possible com-
promise with the United States over the ex-
tent of overdue Israeli troop withdrawals
from the Wes: Bagk.,

Amid repons that U'S mediator Dennis
Ross will refurn 1o the region scon for 2 fi-
nal atempt ax quiet diplomacy to break the
I4-month deadiock 1n  Israeli-Palestnian
peace negotiations, Prime Minister Bi-
pyamin Netanvahu mer for the second day
nunning with his so-called security cabinet
to discuss the US initiarive.

The ministers were reporiedly debating
formulas to ipcrease the amount of addi-
tional West Baok land the government
would be willing to cede to entice the Pal-
estinians into entering negotiations on a fi-
nal peace agreement. Isracli media reported.

According to the reports, Netanyaho has
proposed thar ip addition 1o the nine per
cent area of the West Bank Israel has sajd it
was willing to give up, it would yield par-
tial control to the Pzlestinians of an addi-
tonal three to four per cenr.

In this additional area, the Palestinian Au-
thority (PA) of Yasser Arafat would control
the civilian administation bt Isrzel would
have total security control and Palestinjan
pqlcilcecouldnotenterthezonc.ﬂmreports
said.

The compromise formulz would bring the
Israeli pullback offer near the 13.1 per cent
of the West Bank Washington is reportedly
demanding.

Cumently, the PA has full control over
thres per cent of the West Bank, known as
Area A, and partial control over 24 per
cent, Area B. where Pa.lﬁmuans nm ci-
vilian affairs and security is jointly pro-
vided by Palestinian police and the Ismeli
army. Zone C, the rest of the territory, is
ender full Israeli control.

Uri Arad, Netanyahu's diplomartic adviser,
declined o confirm or demy reports of a
possible compromise.

“Beyond a withdrawal from nine per cent,
there is almost no room for manoeuvre if
we want to prolect our securify imterests,

" but we can discuss other ideas preseunted by

the Americans,” he said.

Israeli reports said Ross would refumn to
the region for a last try 10 reach a com-
promise Tormula on the troop withdrawals
after the Jewish Passover holiday, which

ins tomormow and lasts for eight days.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair is also
expected o visit the region soon with “spe-
cific proposals” to umblock the stalled
peace process, Foreign Secretary Robin

Cook announced.

Declaring he was “deeply concemed™
aboul the state of the peace process, Cook
said that Blair would mavel to the Middle
East between 17-21 April.

The Palestinian Authom}. which demands
that Israel withdraw from 30 per cent of the
West Bank at this time under interim peace
agreements. has called on Washingion 10
make its compromise offer public,

Such a move would be widely viewed as
des:gned to pressare Netemyahu for conces-
sions and Israel has unleashed its powerful
lobbying network in the 'US to avoid this.

President Bill Clinton discussed the situa-
tion with Ross and Secretary of State Made-
leine Albright Monday night and apparently
decided 10 hold off on amy public move
while Ross makes an additional try at quiet
diplomacy.

A senior US official confirmed 1o Al-
Ahram Weekly that the previous idea of go-
ing public with the American plan is dor-
mant for now, at least until the administra-
tion exhausts jts efforts with the two
parties,

Indicating that Washington has no in-
tention of purting pressure on Israel, if only
for the ime being. the official said the suc-
cess of the American efforts “depends 100
per cent on the parties.™

The view from Cairo is pessimistic, but
this did not prevent Egypt from stepping up
its contacts with other pames with the aim
of keeping alive the US initiative. “In addi-
tion to the close Egyptian-Palestinian and
Egyptian-Arab contacts, there are Egyptian
contacts with the US, Eorope and Israel,”
said Foreign Minister Amr Moussa.

According o diplomatic sources, Egypt is
aware that the US ideas “are not the best
thing that could happen to the peace pro-
cess because they have shified siomificantly
to adopting many of the Isrzeli views,” and
yet they remain the only way out of the
stalemate.

Netanyabu telephoned President Hosni
Mubarak last Sunday to exchange views.
According to Moussa “Netanyahu said that
he is still determined to continue with the
peace process and that he hopes to reach 2
settlement  This is all very nice. However,
when he says that he js still insisting on his
other [intransigent] policies. he undermines
the credibility of whar he says™ abour mak-
ing peace, Moussa added.

Hoda Tewfik in Washington,
Dina Ezzat in Cairo,
Wire dispatches

5 300 million

authorized capital

| Faisal Islamic Bank
| of Egypt

Pioneer of Islamic
: Banking

Congratulates Muslims
on
! The Greater Bairam

Find our banking services at:

T T TN

S100 million issued
and paid up capital

3 (Cau'o branch ) q‘anta branch )
Tel:5753109 - 5753165 Tel:334194 - 334953
: Azhar branch Benha branch
Tel:3911280 - 5916341 Tel: 227861 - 227862
Ghamra branch Mansoura branch
Tel:825217 - 830182 Tel:329965 - 328792
Heliopolis branch Mahala branch
Tel:2565485 - 2565486 Tel:237708 - 231708 _
3 | Dokki branch Suez branch
j | Tek:3027513 - 3027514 Tel:222834 - 229631
Alexandria branch Assiut branch
;' i | Tel:1838618 - 4835490 Tel:333739 - 337161 {
3 Damanhour hranch Sohag branch |
| Tel:315888 - 311888J @:324792 -324795 .
_/
- — -y,

v



U

2 Home

inos CAIFO S

urged the United States on Sunday o
reconsider its warming of a possible
militane attack ageinst American inter-
ests in Egypt. saying it was un-
founded and unjustified.

Last Friday. the State Department
said the US govemnment had received
“information  of undetermined re-
linbility that extremist groups may be
planning temorist atiacks against US
interests in the near fanme.”

Shrugeing off the waming. El-Baz
said: “] think it was a basty emotional
reaction. with nothing to justfy it If
you listen 1o someone who spreads a
rumour that's unfounded and then
base your policy on it and take certain
actons on that basis. I believe this is
not worthy of a country like the US.”

The State Deparment's statement
said: “US citizens wavelling w0 or re-
siding in Cairo are advised to exercise
greater caution than usual ™

El-Baz urged Washingion w with-
draw the wamning. saying the security
:_imgﬁon wos r;l;d:lr control. “Security
in Egypt in ge is in shape,”
be said. ~In Cairo. thergo?sd notapﬁle
slightest indication of a security risk.
We are in touch with the US govern-
ment and it is our expectation that
they witl_l tl_:-::erse their position be-
cause o negarive impression it
gives of the siluntgiﬁn here.”

But a2 US embassy official denied
that the waming was groundless and

Officials shrugged off a State Depariment waming that US:
interests in Egypt could be the target of a terrorist attack,. &*
but tourism entrepreneurs expressed fears abouhtswnpact fo 3

said the US government had no plans
to withdraw it *“We ceraialy don't
take these things lightly and we
wouldn't issue a groundless warden
message,” the official said.

Officials ar the Interior Ministry de-
clined to comment, but a senior secur-
ity source told Al-Afram Weekly that
there was no reason for worry.

The source, speaking on condition
of anonymity. said: “We understand
the hidden purposes behind such a
statement at this time. The claim that
security in Egypt is threatered by ter-
rorism is designed 10 serve political
purposes and does not reflect any ac-
tual security concerns.”

The source added that no additional
secority precautions will be taken.
~“We do not say that terrorism is fin-
ished. but we emphasise that security
is firmly wader control.” he said

The source suggested that the an-

nouncement could be relaked to the
latest confrontation between lsrael
and the Islamic resistance movement
Hamas, following the killing of a Ha-
mas explosive expert.

Last month, reports emerged of
meetings between 2 US embassy dip-
Ioma: and islamist opposition figures.
including Montasser El-Zayyat, de
falr.:;l spokesman for the Gama’a Al-
Istami

ya.

Zayyat said he was asked by the
Amercan diplomat whether US inter-
ests might be targeted by Islamist mil-
fnts if the US directed a military
blow against Iraq. Zayyat said he re-
plied in the afftrmarive,

Security experts, for their part, in-
sisted that Islamnist militants in this
country had never targeted American
interests in the past and weze unlikely
10 do s0 in the fumme. “Militant
groups have not carried out a single

lams

anack against American interests or
any other foreign interests™ said
Fouad Allam, former chief of the In-
terjor Ministy's ant-terrorism de-
paranent. *“They have never shown in-
terest in foreign politics and will
never launch an attack against Amer-
icans,”

Allam recalled that a so-called Inter-
national Islamic Front was formed
last month and issved a fatwa. threat-
ening to kill Americans. “But nothing
happened and nothing will happen
against Americans in Egypt. Miiitant
groups target the government regime
and its establishments, particularly the
security establishment,” be said.

But tourism entreprencurs expressed
fear that the American waming could
wqrsenbd Thl; situation in the already

pled incostry. '
m‘Pl'hings have been bad for tourism
since the Luxor messacre and the

pumber of wourists has fallen drastical-
ly., Such warnings could make things
worse,” Ezzeddin

American Tours. blic relations man

Nagwa Emad, public relations maa-
agerg:ll"aSonatn hotels, believes that
such 2 warning will have a serious ef-
fect om American tourism to Egypt.
“We do not have any canceilations so
far from other natiopalities, bt the
movement from the Staies will def-
initely be affected,” she said. “The
numberfc:’qumenﬁ L“:f'xm dropped
sharpl lowing Or IRASSACTE.
Now ifm this waming, the ma{.ket
willbesetbackth;l.eeorfouryurs.

Georpe Ghobrial, general manager
of Rorgygl Crown Hotel and Roval
Travel” Agency, noted thet, in amy
case, the months of May and June are
usually the “dead seasom™ Con-
sequently, he said be could pot foretell
what impact the American Warmng
might have. “We have lo wait and
see,” he added.

Ghobrial said that “we are very
hopeful for the Arab season which be-
gins in July. We are

expecting an
Arab boon: and believe that the shop-

ping festival, from 20 July to 20 Au-
gust, will help a lot. But as for the in-
termational movement, it needs a year
and a haif to recover properly.™

Reported by Amira Ibrahim and
Rehab Saad

A third death sentence for Gama’a commander

Two Gama'a Islamiya militants have been sentenced to death by a High State Security Court for plotting attacks against top officials. Khaled Dawoud reporis

In a five-minuie session last Thursday, the High
State Security Court semeenced to death wo
leading figures of the onderground Al-Gama'a
Al-Islamiya, Mustafa Hamza and Said Abdel-
Hakim. Presiding judge Salaheddin Badour an-
nounced that he was referring their dossiers to
the Grand Mufii of the Republic — a ewn-
phemism for the death sentence. The Mufi's ap-
proval is usually a technicality.

This was the third death sentence passed in ab-
sentia against Hamza. who is described as the
Gama’a military commander. standiag second in
the hierarchy after overall leader Rifai Ahmed
Taha Hamza is believed to be the mastermind
behind the Failed anempt on Presidemt Hosni
Mubarak’s life in the Ethiopian capital. Addis
Ababa. in Jupe 1995.

Hamza and Abdel-Hakimr topped a list of 22
militants standing wial on charges of belonging
to an underground group which aims to over-
throw the government by force. Sentences will
be handed down on + May, Badour said.

According to prosecutors, Hamza. who is be-
lieved 10 reside in Afghanistan, ordered the de-
fendants to assassinate top government officials.
including People’s Assembly Speaker Fathi So-

rour, as well as several journalists, writers and
entertainers. The defendants also planned to car-
ry out attacks against tourisis, prosecutors said.

The defendants were divided into two groups:
one responsible for carrying out attacks in Cairo
and another for launching anacks in the southen
province of Minya. prosecutors said. Some of
the defendanis were said to have received mil-
ftary training ir camps run by Hamza in Af-
ghanistan and the Sudan before they were sent
to Egypt. The case has been dubbed by the Ar-
abic-language press as that of the “returnees
from Afghanistan and Sudan.”

Most of the defendants were arrested in late
1995 and were held in detention pntil their trial
opened last year. According to police in-
vestigntions, Hamza used to contact Abdel
Hakim and Mohamed Abdel-Fatiah Radwan, an-
other defendant, to inform them where the ex-
plosives, that were to be used in their terrorist
operations, were hidden. The explosives were
usually concealed in the restrooms of mosques
in the Cairo districts of Ramses, Daher, Ghamra
and Hadayek EI-Qubba.

Last Thursday's session was held under tght
security at the Abbasiva Court Complex. The

defendants shouted anti-government siogans
even before Badour had entered the cowtroom.
The presiding judge is well-known for passing
harsh sentences against militants, and is a lead-
ing figure on the militants’ hit list.

Badour usually gets involved in heated argo-
ments with defendants over their extremist
views, citing Quranic texts and sayings of the
Prophet Mohamed to prove that they are not or-
thodox Muslims, but terrorists,

The defendants also raised banners as they
stood inside an iron cage. One of the banners
read: “ i t and execution will not
make us turn away from Islam.”

Abdel-Hakim smiled and thanked God after be
heard the death sentence passed against him. His
father approached the cage, crying. but Abdel-
Halkim knelt down snd kissed his hand, saying:
“Don’t be sad, father.”

Militants believe that they are fighting for God
and Islam, and that dying for their cause will
make them martyrs who are promised heaven.

Hamza was first sentenced to death in absentia
by a military court in December (992 He was
sentenced to death again, also by a military
court, in November 1993 for ordering the failed

assassmauon attempt against Information Min-

- ister Safwat El-Sherif.

Hamza was amested following the assassina-
tion of the late President Anwar El-Sadat in Oc-
tober 1981 andwas;lsenm:ced wh:iv?t: years
imprisonment. After release, eft Egypt
ramﬂ_yforﬁghamstan’ R

re is no appeal aguinst seatences passed by
state security courts, which operate under.the
emergency law that has been in effect sinee Sa-
dar’s assassination. Only if the President of the

.Repoblic declines to approve a sentence will it

be returned to the coart. :
Defepdants can ask for clemency, but since’
late 1992 all such requests have been mmed
Military and state security courts have sen-
tenced more than 100 militants to dearh since
the Gama'a started its anfi-government cam-
paign of violence six years ago. But only about
60 militants have been executed and the others
are snll at large, mainty outside the country.
More than 1,200 people, inclnding police, mil-
ftanes, tourists and Copts, have been killed in
militant-related - violence duvrng the past six
years. .

“One who enters is los.. ope who
leaves is born again.” This popular
Egyptian saying reflects the lirtle trust
Egyptians have in the public health
system. The lack of trust is fueled by
the ambiguity of accountability, aptly
tlfustrated by the recent trial and con-
viction of nurse Aida Noureddin in
Alexandria.

“A study carried out in the [mbaba-
Mohandessin area showed that 60 per
cemt of out-patients go to private clin-
ics while only 27 per cemt of in-
patients go to private hospitals. This
proves that people prefer private
health services but many cannot af-
ford them.” said Dr Ibrahim Mustafa,
head of the bealth insurance unit at
the Doctors™ Syadicate,

According 10 the 1997 Egypt Hu-
man Development Report (EHDR),
Egyptans suffer from diarrhea, gas-
mo-intestinal diseases, anaemia. twa-
choma and an array of chronic in-
fécﬁons t:almi . pa:asI;?gce d:sease:f

onsequently, for a section
the population, classified as low-
income gro the ‘ormance of
the public health system literally be-
comes 2 matter of life and death.

Minister of Health Dr Ismail Sallam
said in a recently published interview
that LE320 million had been allocated
to develop public health services in
the fiscal year 1997-98. Moreover,
Mrs Suzanne Mubarak announced ear-
lier this year that 1998 would be the
year for expanding health insurance
cuoverage.

Public health:

a risky_

But despite these and other in-
dicatons of a real increase in ex-
penditures on health services, a painful
discrepancy remains between what is
spent and the actual services offered.

Souad Ibrahim bas been going to the
government hospital in Imbaba for a
week now, “Every day I 1ake off from
work and come to see the dentist. Ei-
ther be is oot in, or else there are too
many people ahead of me,” she said,
pointing towards a large crowd.

At the same time, a ourse was giving
i young man a list of what he should
buy for his roother who will undergo
surgery socn: cotton, an oxygen mask
and medicine. *Sill, it is cheaper than
the private ho?il.als.“ he explained be-
fore rushing off.

Dr Amr Abbas, a professor at the
Suez Canal Faculty of Medicine, said
that health services are financed either
by the government or the patients
themselves, adding that patients ac-
count for 70 per cent of what is spent
on these services. His argument is that
since the percentage spemt by in-
dividuals is so high, there is no room
for greater privatisation of the health
sector.

To date, Egypt has seven health sys-
tems: the free service offered by the
Ministry of Health: the Curative Care
Organisation, under the minisiry's aus-

Agouza Police

Station on 16 March

qad had claimed that Egypt
would be engulfed by a massive

affair?

The death sentence passed

against nurse Aida Noureddin .

opened a pandora’s box of
questions about the public
health system. Fatemah
Farag investigates

pices: the bhealth insurance pro-
grammed uniuv:m;ty health care: mil-
itary and police services; companies
{private and public) which offer
health services to their staff and pri-
vate health care. Abbas argues that the
lack of coordination between these
systems results in a great waste of al-
ready limited resources. “People go to
several of these hospiials or clinics
and this overlapping results in a loss
of money. especially in the area of
medication... There is no follow-up
because patients are not given files
and so there can be no proper doc-
umentation.” he explained.

Further, despite the fact that ap-
proximately 60 per cent of the min-
istry’s budger is allocated to the sal-
aries of doctors and staff, it is
common knowledge that doctors and
nurses are underpaid. Moreover, the
ratio of doctors to nurses is one to one
compared to the intemnational ratio of
one 1o three. As a resplt, doctors do
not have adeguate assistance while
nurses are overworked. Yet, it is these
people. and not the system, who mke
the brunt of the public’s wrath, should
something go wrong. “Families of the
?aﬁents sometimes beat us up and vse
oul language if anything goes
wrong,” said a nurse at Alexandria
University Hospital

was sinful.

Aqqad and his male foliowers

In addressing the homan factor,
waining i5 a major issue. According to
Abbas, medical stxlents receive a
good university education but there is
no regulation that stipulates the ne-
cessity of re-licensing, which woald
require proof of continuous education
— a must in the West every two or
three years. The syndicate in Egypt
organises a yearly three-week training
course but the number of those with
access to it is limited.

In addition, the training received by
medical students is ususily not orient-
ed to the community needs they will
be servicing. “A doctor is grilled on
the causes of cancer of the retina in-
stead of diarrhea control, although he
will face the latter hundreds of times
mt_:g-e throughout his work,” Abbas
sai

The syndicate’s Mustafa argued that
there must be incentives to generate a
re-iraining momentum. “We have to
make it clear in concrete terms o doc-
tors that they are going to be re-
warded for their continuous education
efforts and that these efforts will not
simply resnlt in just another cextificate
ha_l:lging on the clinic’s walls,” he
sai

_ Appropriate technology is another
. It is not ypcommon w0 find a
ial with an advanced X-ray ma-

Self-proclaimed

Al-Azhar to examine their be-
liefs and refute their arguments,

chine and no coton. “We cermainly
need advanced technology but there
should be priorities. It is not logical
for 4 small provincial hospital to bave
10 CD scanners. What do they peed
them for™ asked Mustafa. He ex-
plained that the reason behind the im-
balance is the- teyms of the foreign
grants awarded to health organisations.

Anocther problem is that the system
is largely oriented towands curative
medicine despite the fact that major
health problems are mainly endemic
and amensble to preventive action.
Hospitals absorb two-thirds of the
ministry’s budget while primary heaith
services receive 25 per cent and pre-
ventive only 12 per cent.”

Theze is also the mequal distribution
of budgetary allocations between ur-
ban and rural areas in favour of the
former. The 1995 EHDR indicates that
provincial hospitals receive only three
per cent of the total budget, compared
to 58 per cent for hospitals in urban ar-
eas,
for medical practice, quality control —
the lack of which is illostrated by the
absence of regolar anditing sessions —
and  specialised  hospital = ad-

ministrators,

In the meantime, the public healih
system remains the only resort for
many, with prices for a check-op as
low as LE1. “We put our lives io the
hands of God,” said one woman as she
stood in live, with her baby on her
shoulder.

_ - - unemp engineer has prociaim
. Abdel-Qader El-Haraki ‘Mahdi’ under himsetf A-Mahal A-Murtazar, insisting thet
announces the d1$appearance of - he and his followers alone will survive an
d etentlon imminent deluge. Amira Ibrahim reports
JOSEPHINE ' . -
GARLITOS, Police i :  eaokings lig ' ; Zeinab
s it Police raided an apartment in the  balf a century ago. The teachings on to promote an extremist of the S i osque
a Fmpma live-in DANnYy | | Giza district last week and ar- of the group were L to ?i%ology. “They condemn or- was :ong:ga to-a menhzgl hos-
in his em'ploy. resied Bahaeddin Ahmed Aqgqad.  Egypt by Egyptians who worked  thodox Islamic teachings as con-  pital.
. . an unemployed engineer and in the Gulf states more than 20 trary to their own beliefs and ~ There have been many others
To disclain any re- || self-proclaimed Al-Mahdi Al years ago. The main principic of  consider all forms of work tobe In 1936, a doctor who pro-
SponSibﬂity for her dis- | | Muntazar — an cquivalent of the is that a Muslim un-Islamic,” Badawi said. - claimed himself the awaited
the Messiah in Shi'ite Islam — should devote himseif to the  Police sources szid that Aggad Mahdi, was sentepced to five
| appearance, the matter || wogether with 29 of his follow- ion of Islam. Aqqad and his followers may be re years in prison.
was reported to the || ers, including seven women. Ag-  taught that work, in any form, fered to the Islamic scholars of ~ Islamic scholar Abdel-Sabour

Chshine says a distinction
should be drawn between those

i 0.49. deluge later this month and that  were remanded in custody for 15 Bt Badawi said that the ev-  who are mentally distarbed
ﬁgysc;naes \i?:?phlasmiinlfinnaﬁon leading to || o0 wowld send a ship to save e e e worexe-  Idence seized and Aggad’s con-  those who are not. Those whe-
; i i : eased for bumroltarien feasons. ons made this unnecessary.  suffer from mental di
her whereabouts will recelve a large fi- According 1o security sources,  State Security Prosecutar His-  Self-proclaimed “propbets™ are  “victims and we w;:?c
" ord . Agt?ad, 49, andfhxs._ fol]owers&o arc  ham Badawi told Al-Akram  ofien mentally distwbed, but this  them a helping hand.” Chahi
c1a® rew . el h Compan guﬂawedw;Zin;‘i::uo!:fal gaﬁl: muyg wa:t:rs v bull: do:ﬁ o ad. L,s;m be the case  wrone recently. “But those who
Please contact: Teletech Company || s Tolth B B o o iy va A, i momh. s el and cencs i
Tel: 3039839-3024006 . s o [P ion)  vesigaed on charges f derding . who alo claimed tha he wes the  teschings ‘shonld be viewsd 25

Recalling |
o »
Habib’s message -
Religious leaders and NGO
representatives gatherad to-
commamorate the first anniversary
of the late Samue! Habib's death
by hightighting his pioneer work in.
promoting national unity and
folerance. Mariz Tadros was .
attendance o

More than 300 members of variots NGOs
and ives of different religious de-
nominations last week to mark the
first anniversary of the death of the Rev.
Samuet Habib (1928-1997). the fomner head
of the E
founder of the ic Evangelical Organ-
isation for Social fices (CEOSS). The
symposiam, held under the anspices of Mrs
Suzanne Mubarak, was H by the
NGO Commission for Population and De-
velopment (NCPD). The zim was aot only to
reminisce about Habib's achievements. but
also to reflect on approaches o CIvic society
development. However, in the light of op-
position to 2 US Congressional bill which
claims o seek to preveat religions per-
secation worldwide through the traposition
of sanctions, many delegates chose to em-
phasise Habib's work in promoting religions
tolerance apd national mity.

Mervar Tellawi, minister of insurance and
social affairs, speaking on behaif of Mrs Mu-
barak, said that Egypi will not forge: the
wark of people like Samuel Habib. Soch
gatherings, she added. demonstrate the un-
treakable uaity of the differen: religious de-
nomjeations and "ra_s:sme us about Egypt's

spoke of Habib as “2 symbol of national uni-
g;;' pointing to his increasing dedication to
is caase in the last few years of his life.
She reminded of kis celebrated vis-
it to the US in 1995 with Sheikh Mohamed
Sayed Tantawi, Grand Multi at the time.

" with-the ‘aim of changing the negative per-

ions of Islam in the West “He always
s5aid that the problem is not with religions
ves but with those who chose to in-
them ip a Bteral or fumdamentalist
. she satd. )
Mervar Akimoukh, head of CEOSS. spoke

L

i

g
i
:

.million Christians and Muslims. “He did not

believe in relief intervention; he preferved to
look for the canses of poverty and weat them
at the root. His was a constam struggle
against poverty, hunger and illiteracy.” Akh-
noukh said. On another front, he wok every
opportunity to emphasise the “partnership
between the mosque and the church™ which,

in practice, translated into a continuing &-

vangelical Church in Egvpt and

N

alogue on issues of national interest and sig- -

o she added
Saadeddin Ibrahim, a

ciology, spoke of how ib encouraged
people’s participation in implementing de- ..
velopment projects in the 1950s. lang before
the concept became fashionable in the
1990s. Habib, Tbrahim said, believed in “real
participation,” so much so that when the
Eriodity was to bust  secuquc, be prompay
priofity was to build a mosque, ¥
responded by raising the funds for jt.

He was also pioneer in acting fo promote
ge peaple’s awarenssf of social issues and
e 1mportance of unity, peace, democracy
and:bepzpw;&onofhumnrighm.especial-
rights, Tbrahim said.

Sheikh Kamel Kotb, who spoke on behalf
of the Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar, was full of

ot" 50-"

Affairs, spoke of Habib as a mode] for re- -
ligious leaders whose role must ily -

be religious enlightenment for all, “National-

Pﬁﬁﬂgt&‘;ﬁeﬁlsmgdh:ngﬁd’mm w;iﬁ:l may
us, Muns-
lims have al i C:’;oﬂmmd

pened chat the most sppropriate piece of land’
for the project belonged to the local priest..

1 approached bim about buying it, e -

gave it to me for free as a token of our fra-
friendship.” Chahine said.

temity and friendship.

manner, e

The closing thoughts were those of Samir

Eleish from the NCPD, “Whar after Sanwel, - -

Habib?™ he pondered. “Whan Samuel Habib
started his work 50 years ago, he

i L ArE
they uo longer with us? And 10 what extent’ . -
ae we prepared to ansuse that his messege- ¢

lives on?™

.
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COPTIC GREETINGS, EID AFTERNOONS: Pope Shenoudah

1 Iil, head of the Coptic Orthodox Church, cailed on Sheikh
- ~Mohamed Sayed Tantawi, the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, on
Sunday to convey the Copts’ greetings on the occasion of
Eid Al-Adha (feast of sacrifice) (above). The Pope praised
the work of Al-Azhar and its affiliated institutions and ex-
pressed the hope that “this blessed occasion will serve to
promote the national unity of Muslims and Christians.” By
Tuesday, the holiday spirit had infected everyone, as offices
closed, the warm weather settled in and the streets emp-
tied of cars as families across Egypt gathered to eat fattah
to mark the start of the feast. Even the stiliness and repose
of the Japanese garden in Helwan. (right) could not calm the
high Jinks of those recently released from school and work
— and keen to work off the moming’s extra calories.

1oquUOS NS (opd

Mariz Tadros finds out, it does not seem to be the only one

_Disa_bl'ed by a heartless bureaucracy

A pri'vate-volunt,ary' organisation has found itself entangled in a web of state bureaucracy and, as

b3

1
5
i
E

L
b

o

-Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are
becoming incressingly disenchanted with the
government's bureaucratic entanglements that
hinder their voluntary work. The Voice of the
Mentally Retarded, a non-goveromental organ-
isation seeking to provide better services for the
mentally handicapped, estimated to be around
two - million in E has found itself em-

. broiled in a banle with the Cairo Governorate

over land for a project which the association

., wants to launch. - .

As Dr Ahined Amin, the association’s sec-
retary, explained, thé group has been.trying to
raise fonds for-a-village for the disabled which
it waits’ to establisk in Qattameys, east of Cai-
ro. The village would include a technical wain- -
ing centre for the disabled,’another centre for
training doctors, a commopity-based re-
habilitatien scheme and accommodation for dis-
abled persons whose parents have died and who
have no one to care for them. The village, ex-

the Cairo Governorate to allocate a plot of land

for the village. The governorate assigned the

group three feddans at Qattameya But the land

was aot mmed over to the association, which

g::rsupted Mervar Tellawi, minister of social af-
irs, to intervene on the NGOs behalf.

[ thé govermnorate announced that a
commitiee in charge of the matter had decided
that the land would be sold Lo the association at
a reduced price’ — LE] niillion. Members of

the association. justifiably outraged. felt thar

they were being penalised for their voluntary

Fathi Ismoail, head of the property depariment
at the governorate, said that he had suggesied
that the land be leased to the association for the
nominal rental fee of LEL. But his idea was
moped down by the governorate’s executive
council. “They rejected my suggestion on the
-grounds that it would be betier and safer for the

- association if it bought the property becanse the

infrastructure. He added that it is up 1o the gov-
ernor, if he so wishes. to repeal the commitee’s
decision and opt for the first suggestion. which
is rent for 2 nominal fee.

According to prominent columnist Salama
Ahmed Salama, volunieers in private voluntary
organisations (PVOs} are often treated like sec-
ond-class citizens by government civil servants
who view them with suspicion. Their work, he
said, is often vndermined by long-winded bu-
reaucratic procedores. .. . . -

In his diily column in Al-Alram, Salama
wroie, “It is clear thm 1he head of properry ar
the governorate prefers that the land be sold w0
an investment company or a housing contrac-
tor... because of the benefits that will be gained
by a handfnl of investors and bureaucrars.™

Salama told Al-Akram Weekly that immedi-
ately after he wrote about the problems of the
Voice of the Mentally Retarded. he was
swamped with letters from PVOs who said they

R v P

ly-dancers with permits

- " pec o cost ) on, Wi ac- ‘area is very attractive to investors to guar- face kinds of obstacles with the state bu-
] ¥ ted LE15" milli onid ' i i i and face all ki i
- commodate 150 persons. antee that the land would not be reclaimed by reaucracy, including haphazard orders to con-
ST “One of the wories of a parent of 2  some governor in the foture under any pretext,” fiscate land for no jusiifiable reason. “It seems
o handicapped child is what will to him he said. " that onless the govemor personally intervenes.
o or her after he or she dies. Who look after But Ismail argued that the LE1 million de- the problem won’t be salved. Bui this will only
f them?" sajd Amin. The ‘association, headed by manded by the governorate is stll a reduced deter people from serving their communiries,”
r former Health Minister Ali Abdel-Fattah, asked price because it does not include the cost of the  he added.
L - The revelation that a professional union supposedly re-
- 4 . H
- Be"y'dance rS served for press and media workers has been opening
T : . - its -doors to belly-dancers has raised more than a few
- al SO hee d -8 UNION _hackies. Ginan shahine investigates
, You would hardly expect to' . magnanimously. offered 1o Ahram last week, veteran and regulating the profession  tvities abroad.” Azouz said.
- see portraits of Dina and FIT  take them in. . " writer and poet Farouk Gu- —registered anofficialcom- “But our warnings fell on
F Abdoz hanging alongside However, some have cho- weida asked whelher work-  plaint abour the syndicate™s  deafears.”
: Lech Walesa and Arhor  sen. to qoestipn both the un- ers in the press and media icy. Sayed Abu Zeid, the Press
.-_ Scargill in the Hall of Fame ion’s motives and the justice should be lumped together Farcuk Salem, of the cen- Syndicate’s lawyer, noted
i A of International Labour. Yet of the advantages that will with belly-dancers and mar-  sorship department, said that  that the constitution entitles
P " howeverneatly 2 gilcanrip-  accrue to the belly-dancers  ginal entertainers. whose ac-  issuing entertainers with syn-  every professional category
- ple her midriff, she still -as a Tesult of their member- tions are ofien frowned upon  dicate  membership cards 1o have itls own syndicate.
o needs a more collective body  ship. The simation of the by the more conservaive would make it easier for “Nevertheless. the Syndicate
P! to turn to when the forces of dancers is made mors del- elements in society. For Gn-  them 1o commit “illegal ac- for Workers in the Press,
. capital threaten to enczoach jcate by the fact that they are  weida, the acceptance of bel-  tions™ abroad, and so woold  Printing and Mass Media has
¥ upon her rights. Thus. it is ~not alone in having taken ad-  ly-dancers into the syndicate  reflect badly on Egypt's rep-  violated the syndicates® law
A that, since 1995, some 2,300 vantage of the Syndicate™s i5 tantamount to ac- wtation. He also accused the by odmitting entertafoers.
F belly-dancers have joined “open door™ policy. Dozens knowleging theirmetierasa syndicate of mot in-  just as it has violated the law
T the Syndicate for Workersin  of ~ “third-rate™ musicians, respectable profession. vestigating the background by providing journalists with
: the Press, Printing and Mass  singers_and- bit-part players Nor is Guweida alone in  of ‘those emteriainers who cards which arc similar in
i Media (SWPPMM)- who failed to gain member- his fears for the dignity of were admitted to member- appearance to those issued
T ‘What are they doing there  ship of their own syndicates  the press. “T cannot believe  ship. by the Press Syndicate.”

. one might ask? On one level, . have also been admijmed o ot I have been pot on an “We refose 1o deaf with the Faihi Abel-Aal, chairman
M the answer appears simple. the SWPPMM, along with a equal fooring with belly- syndicate, because the syn- of the SWPPMM, rejected
L.k Belly-dancersarc effectively number of journalists who dancers,” complained Kamal  dicate has nothing to do with  all the charges levelied

¥ pariahs. They are denied the .were “excluded from ‘the El-Qadi, 2 journalist with the  the entertainment industry,”  against the union, saying that
T right to form their own syn-  Press Syndicate. . lefi-wing Al-Ahali oews-  Salem said “It should focus the  syndicale  routinely
Doog dicate or professional vnjon. Mot everyone is happy paper. Bl-Qadi is one of a on serving workers. Most  opens its doors o as many as
it . They are also excluded from  with such a catholic policy. number of journalists who. belly-dancers are business- 20  different  professions.
L the syndi of cinema . which is seen as callmg the . having failed to acquirr women. Their enroliment is  Belly-dancers are enrolled in

R workers. actors: and musi- . more veperable professions membership of the Press  simply a tactic on the partof  the “popalar an™ section, he

I, ians. They were looking for represenied into distepane. In ~ Syndicate, enrolled instead  the syndicate 10 -make mon-  sajd.

. ; cians. They ooking ; ? : ' .

Lk ' a home, and the SWPPMM - an article published by Al-  inthe SWPPMM. ey. _ “We shouldn™t bury our

o i . Nabil Barondi, an of- Selim Azouz. assistant hends in the sand,” Abdel-

oy . : ficial in the jourmaliws’ chief editor a1 the opposiion ‘Aal said. “Emtenainment is
e Mi r Com an for section of the syndicate, Al-Ahrar newspaper, saidhis part of our lives — in thea-
S AV S p y . agress: “‘I‘h'ilsdl!s'an offense paperhad lamched 2 cam- wes and nne;lﬁns onoftele-

e e ) _ .against syndicate mem- paign three years ago against  vision and at all sors of so-
o ' Clearmg Settlement [|tes" 12 sad “Even lowing bellydaoes 1o cial functions. There is o
A : ? L .wuigcm Shog]:nm:?:bg;t joinﬂlesyndicaxed‘e'lhenﬂ:rs-m' reason to be ashamed of pro-
TR ) : in the same boat wi - paper claimed at the time viding these enteriainers
. ’ aIld CeIlTIaI D ePOS]-tS ly_-dancers.“ Baroodi had one famous dancer had of- with some measure of cred-

: e T tried to block the enroll- fered LE20,000 in cash plus * ibility and insurance, es-

¢ haS appl'OVCd hStlllg ment of belly-dancers  the refurbishment of the syn-  pecially since many of them

T Ceie . when the sip was fisst dicate's beadquaners of her are university graduales,

- th tleS Of the .- B raken, but failed. Own expense, in return for Some of them even have

Lz : e SCCUII - L A Belly-dancers the decision 10 admit her and - master's degrees.” he added.
EE e ' 3 - "7 " B} joining the syndicate in berco-workers. . :

] Egyphan Hotels - - 1| 1995, eponedly with e~ “We also know of i Abdek-Ask insisted thas the

- i o . e . gcinl consent - . of thT= _::l(hnﬁ in which cenain bel-  syndicate did investigate the

o w - e - . : neral  Federation of  ly-dancers and pseudo-artisis  backsround of iis entertain-
A Company mits Trade Unions. But the is- have abused the priviieges ermembers and tha it
' : : S ey . sue was nol brought to conferred by their member-  would never support 2 mem-
- Central Deposnoryf * M| Tight wncil the Ministry of ship card and have heen ber who engaged in illegal
A L Coltue’s cepsorship de-  capghtengaging inillegal ac-  aciivites. -
: . _ S Stem : [ pnrnnem'—the_m_nhmty - : —
i, L OYSEI.. in charpe of providing bel- Edited by Wadie Kirolos

Advertisers
to interact in Cairo

Preparations are in
full swing for Cairo
1o host a congress
of the Intemational
Advertising
Association for the
first time next
month. Rehab
Saad reporis

International advertising agencies. media men
and experis on information technology will
take part in the biggest intemational advertising
gathering to be held in Cairo for the first ime
next momth. The 36th congress of the Tnter-
national Advertising Association (IAA) will
take place berween 10-13 May under the pat-
ronage of Presidem Hosni Mubarak.

With the world standing on the threshhold of
the third millenium, the principal theme of the

-congress will be “Interaction: the 21st century.™

More than 2,000 delegates from all over Lhe
world will debate the future of communication
technologies and advertising strategies. Repre-
sentatives of various information technology
companies. such as Microsoft. Compaq. AT&T
and others, will ialk about the funme of com-
munication and inferactive adverising and
marketing. Expens will reveal the vast un-
tapped potential of the Middle East and Africa,
providing guidance on how 10 do business in
the region.

Bur the congress will not enly explore the ho-
tizons of the future, it will also look back to-
wards the distant past. Delegates will have the
opportunity 1o interact via satellite und video
coaferencing with prominent Egyptologists in
Abu Simbel, the Giza Pyramids, the British
Museumn in London and the Louvre in Paris to
uncover the secrets of ancient Egyptian civil-
isarion.

“We are all working around the clock and
preparations have almost been completed.”™ said
Loula Zaklama. the congress chairwoman.
“The list of speakers is confirmed. Plans for the
satellite conferencing have been finalised. Ho-
fels and tonrist buses are booked. Armange-
menws have been made for pre- and post-
congress tours. And enlertainment will be pro-
vided.”

Zaklama added that 2 gala night will be hosi-
ed by the ministry of information a1 the Media
Production City in the 6th of October City and
other “Egvpiian nights™ will be held at the Pyr-
arnids and the Citadel. “We really have a good
programme,” she said.

According 10 Gala] Zaki, secretary-general of
the congress, it will be “the bigges gathering of
those who work in the field of advenising. me-
dia. computers and printing. It is also the first
me that an IAA congress 15 held in the Middle
East and Africa. It is time to throw light on the
importance of our region as far as advertising is
concerned. In my opinion, the Middle East does
not have its due share of advertising ex-
penditures until now. although we have big in-
dustries and a large purchasing power.”

The IAA congress is beld every two years to
provide a forum for debating the emerging mar-
keting and communication issves and their con-
sequences in a fasi changing world, Due to its
importance. countries across the world compete
aggressively to host this congress. The winner
earns a place on the world map, Zaklama said.

“The congress benefits the host counry as far
as economy. tourism and advertising are con-
cerned,” she explained. “This is why the com-
petition is always tough. We fought for four
i.rurs o bost this congress and succeeded at
asL”

Zaklama said, “We had to copvince the LAA
board that we have the necessary facilifies as
well ac the ability to organise the congress and
provide a good programme. Because 1 am a

member of the JAA since 1968 and know a lot of
people. my job was to get the board’s support.
Then, a team of senior advertising profressionals,
such as Tarek Nour and Hazem Der, did a very
good presemation for Egypt. At the end. the com-
petition was limited berween us and Dubai. We
won very closely.”

Then came the Luxor massacre of last November
and some delegate cancellations were reported.
“Some people even suggested thai the congress
should be pulled out of Ezypt,” Zaki said, “We
made a major effort to convince people that Egypt
should remain the host. We toured Europe and
lalked to our friends everywhere, asking them to
support us.”

Zaklama said that the suppon of. Arab countries
was crucial. “They all gathered in Egypt and is-
sued a repont backing Egypt o be the host. They
were ail very supporuve because this is a great op-
pornmity 1o move the Middle East forward, where
itdeservestobe.”

The important sessions of the congress will focus
on interaction: pasi, present and future. Inieracton
past will explore the mysierious interactions of an-
cient Egyptian culture: that of the present wilf dis-
cuss interaction with the consumer thronsh the
new media of the information age: that of the fu-
ture will try to draw an image of the future of inter-
active communications worldwide.

“These jnteraction sessions are being held for the
firs1 time ever.” Zaklama said. “We wil] have the
head of the Supreme Council of Antiquities stand-
ing at the pyramids and people from the USA will
ask him questions via satellite. Similarly. officials
at the Louvre and the British Museum will answer
;he dflcgau‘.s' questions. This never happened be-

are.

These sessions, Zaklama added, will also discuss
finure issues. such as the hoom which is taking
place in the media and adventising. the Internet and
advertising and the mediz in the 2Isl cenwry.
“Thus. these sessions will be dealing with things
which happened 6.0{X) vears apo and with the
boom of the 21st ceniury,” she said.

On the last day of the congress, and on the ocea-
sion of the JAA’s 6(th anniversary, Mrs Suzanne
Mubarak, Barry Day, creative director of the IAA,
and Norman Vale, the IAA"s direcror-general, will
launch a “give a kid a hand” campaign. which is
designed to promote the world’s responsibility 1o0-
wards children.

The campaign will receive exiensive coverage
throughout the world. similar 1o the “Right to

choose™ campaign which was lauached by the [AA~

in the past to promote the adveritising profession.
“The new campaign will make every person every-
where responsible for helping a child in his/her
commmuniry. even with a2 small Lhing, even with a
hug.” Zaklama said. “The campaign will be f-
nanced by the people of the profession. We gained
a lot from this profession and it is time to give the
world something back.™

On the sidelines of the congress, an exhibition
displaying the latest in the fields of informarion
technology. telecommunications, muli-media and
related industries will be held. as well as a bazaar
displaying Khan El-Khalili handicrafis and Egyp-
1an coiton casual wear.

The eongress is organised by a number of major
Egyptian media, advertising and tourism organ-
isations. including. American Express, Look Ad-
vefising, Intermarkets and Al-Ahram. whose Gen-
eral Manager for Advertising, Hassaa Hamdi,
chairs the organising commitice.
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Iran’s

[ | P
al amas tives
L |
The Palestinian Authority g o B P! strike back
has exonerated israel from AR . : .
i ks inent aly 0
responsibility for the killing The jailing of & promnént <2 ¢
of Hamas military leader, the moderate lranian president
Mohieddin Al-Sharif. Much could spark & fun_sf:]aerie e
will depend on Hamas’ next struggle, writes safa -
move, writ S ————————
es Graham The arest of Qolam Hossein Karbaschi, the
Usher from Jerusalem controversial yet charismatic 36-year-old mar-
e ———— m.of'rm_hasdgve_lopedmﬂnw_ﬁm §
i i between the executive and yudiciary
The lIsrarli government is adamant branches of the Islamic Republic, re-
that it had “no hand™ in the death of : ively by the new president, Ayaiotiah Mo-
Hamas military leader, Mokieddin Al- ¢ ool Kiiacsi and th leader of e regime,
Sharif, whose dismembered corpse : all-powerfuf Ayatollah Ali Khamenet.
was found beside a wrecked car in Ra- . S bochs. a staunch of the pres-
maliah on 29 March. Once it became 2 ; arrested early Samrday moraing, the -
known that the victim was Al-Sharif - oot wes. da aftetj" the long Iraniza New
— wanied by Istaelis as the .- S workos aﬁ%r bet “you-
“second engineer” behind the suicide + Year holiday, g mgm on
operations that have rocked Israel in > questioni 2
recent years — Israel has spared mo % charges and embezzlement olt;gubhcfnnds .
chappel 1o convey 10 Yasser Arafar ! The mmxarbaschi'_defmse At the cud
that it was not involved and that the bias jumped 10 6-hour debms dl:l-ll'ed- by Kha-
Palestinian Authority (PA) would be of & BT O waiisiess expressed Sun-
held “responsible™ for any reprisals tami, the conncil m_,s o
against Israelis by Hamas or its mil- day jts “regrets fmmcmmit dmu'bedm:s a
jtary arm, Ezzeddin Al-Qassam its full Swmgr man it descti
Madeleine Albright 100 has reportedly distinguished ‘;i':,ﬂ“d.“g T method »
tld the Palestinian lcader that “any it 1o derain and fm-
terror attack gow would desoroy the employed by the judiciary - dhat
pec oo o s S et W e
A::fm problamg dl:endmmds ﬂﬁsl-l?t- ﬁn‘li;tmon would not last
ter than Israel or the Americans. is - s oo - ; . ; *
also aware that Israeli disclaimers and But the judiciary claims I‘.Inllat they have
American warnings are likely to cut ot thm t:vh::nlh:; mpmce:fdﬁ
%:Jl:ll'e ice with Palestinian public opin wmm public fuads, massive cormuption 2nd
On Thursday. thousands of Pal- abuse of power. - )
estinians attended Al-Sharif s funeral Sources close to the abtf;n:t told A!—A}:r:;
in Al-Bireh, a Palestinian town next 1o Weekly tﬁat" the support Karbaschi s
Ramallah. Although Hamas supporers “unanimous” ond that, at Khatami’s sugges
led the procession. manv of those - ? tion, a copy of the minutes of the cabinet meet-
ionali . - ¥ : ing will be forwarded to Kbamenet, “This in-
présent were nationalists kmown for o TR R Aty e — . 1g ; 1 be
their support of the peace process, in- -~ Bnl ST - . TS - . : S.e W : dicates that Mr Khatami wants the leader to !
cluding the PLO's bead of Jerusalem Thousands of Palestinian mourners attend the fuperal of Hamas leader Mohieddin Al-Sharif in the West Bank town of Al-Bireh. The banner lifted by the dem- and directly informed of his dis- .
affairs, Faisal Al-Husseini. Yet be (oo Onstrators reads: ~To the Shabak (Israeli secret service): We vow to die as martyrs and to bury your remains™ fphoto: AFP) pleasare at the judiciary’s action,” the source 4 :
appeared convinced that Israel was re- ) T ] . . _ commented. ] . i
sponsible. “Israel sent the Palestinians told Al-Sharif's brother that Mo- faithful to the Hamas movement.” Jected by Hamas. Indeed, it has beea  Yehia Ayyash was the “Grst en- Analysts .in Tehran said Khawmi's um- .
two messages lost week. A message to  hieddin had been killed not by an ex- Ancther PA security official was rejected already. gineer”, allegedly responsible for a equivocal support for Karbaschi pits the gov- |
Dennis Ross that there is no wav to  Pplosion bug by three bullei wounds to  quoted as saying that “all the suspects “Netanyvaho is lying when he tells wave of suicide artacks inside Israel in ernment and the executive branch against the ;
make progress in the peace process he chest and leg. suggesting that the were from Al-Sharif's inner circle” the world thar Al-Sharif was as- 1994 and 1995. Following his certain  judiciary. which is directly controlied by Kha- !
and that there will be no withdrawal Killing was premeditited rather than (i.e. from Ezzeddin Al-Qassam). “It sassinated as a result of inner swife Israeli sponsored death in Gaza in menei and acts as his political arm to silence !
[from the Wast Bank]. And a second  accidemal. Supporting this view, last  was apparently an intemnal stroggle in  within Hamas,™ Hamas political lead- 1996, Ezzeddin Al-Qassam bis opponems. K .
message to Hamas that the war con- Week PA sources intimated that they  Hamay, They all confessed,” he added.  er, Aziz Rapijsi, told a rally at Gaza's with suicide attacks in Jerusalem and . Karbaschi is not an ordinary mayor. He sits :
tinues, The peace process cannot con-  believed Al-Sharif had been assassinat- The Palestinian security official Islamic University on Samrday. “We Ashkelon that left 45 Israelis dead,  among ministers'in the cabinet councils. nuns !
tinue like this comcluded Al- <d by “Palestinian collaborators™ who claimed that Adel Awadallah, another will tell this Jew [Netanyahu] that we brought the peace process to its knees  the- nation's most popular newspaper, Ham- :
Husseini. had infilrated Ezzeddin Al-Qassami top Hamas military leader, had mur- Muslims do not murder one another and effectively lost the elections. for skakrii (Town Men), and is ope of the fom_u?c.rs
Palestinian suspicions are aroused Hamas's spokesman in Amman. [b-  dered the group’s master bomb-maker like Yigal Amir murdered Yitzhak Ra-  Shimon Peres’s Labour Party. of the "Servants of Constuction® - 2 political
not only by the fact that Israel has rahim Ghosheh, also detected “a role in 2 power struggle. Awadallah es- bin. We know who murdered Al With Netanyahu dnd Likud in pow-  grouping established by former presidemt Ay-
been pursuing Al-Shorif for ar least for Palestinjan collaborators™ but said  caped arrest and is being hunted by Sharif and we will hunt him every- er. Arafat is aware thal any repeat of  atollah Ali Akbar Hishemi Rafsanjani. This i
three years, but alsc by the manner of they were more likely to be “in the Palestinian police. He was aliegedly ~where.” .such vengeance will draw con-  group played a crucial role in supporting Kha- |
his death. The Isreelis allege that Al- PA’s security services™ tham in Ez- named as Al-Sharifs murderer by The fact that the PA’s official ac- sequences even more mortal for the taanf during the presidential race against Parlia-
Sharif blew himself up while pre- zeddin Al-Qassam. Ghassan Adasi, 2 Hamas militant, with  count of Al-Sharif’s killing now seems  Oslo process. The PA’s conclusion toent Speaker Ayatollah Naeq Nouri late last
parin;_z explosives at a secret bomb l;‘ac- This week. however, the line whom Al-Sharif was living and who 1o coincide with Netanyahu's is un- that Al-Shadf was killed by members year. Nouri enjoyed the support of Khamenei
tory in Ramallah This is remarkably changed — at least on the PA side. On was amested by Palestinian police likely to lessen Hamas's suspicions. of his own movement, if true, is thos £nd the ruling conservative clergymen.
similar 1o the wav Ezzeddin Al- Monday. the PA's presidential sec- hours after the militant’s body was Nor is It likely to avert Hamas's ex- a denouement thet will be welcomed -Observers specuiate that. Khamenei has not
Qassam leader Kamel Khalil met his retry. Tayeb Abdel-Rahim, an- found. Adasi confessed to being pected response, also outlined by Ran- by Israel and Arafat alike. But, if fargiven Karbaschi for the role his newspaper
death in Gaza in February 1995. Then, oounced that the PA had arrested five present when Awadallah shot Al- tisi on Saturnday. “Ezzeddin Al- Hamas rejects this conclusion, thea played in Khatami's surprise victofy. The de-
too, Israel claimed it was a “work ac- Palestinians for the murder of Al-  Sharif. the security source told Agence Qassam must make good its threats,” the likelihood is that “revenge™ will feat of Noari was interpreted as 2 humiliating
cident™ while Palestinians snspected it Sharif. In an interview with BBC Ra-  France Presse (AFP). be said, referring to a Qassam state- still be the price of Al s death slap for Khamenei and a rejectiorr of his hard-
Was an assassination. dio. the PA’s West Bank head of Pre- If true, this account would exonerate ment issued last week which vowed to  for the Israelis. As for the political line policies. . .
There is also the report of the Pal- ventive Security, Jibril Rajoub, con- Israel and the PA from any part in Al-  “avenge™ Al-Shacif’s death on a scale  consequences of such retaliation, this, By amresting the mayor of Telran, the con-
estinian pathologist who conducted the  firmed thar all five “were affiliated to  Sharif's slaying, Yet it is an explana- that will “exceed that launched after almost certainly, will be the PA's servatives are in fact targeting the president
autopsy on Al-Sharif. He reportediy Hamas. though they were not loyal or  tion that will almost certainly be re- Ayyash was assassinated.” price 1o pay. himself, observers say. Fa'ezeh Rafsanjani, MP
) for Tebran and younger danghter of the former f)
. ident, szid, “The detention of Mr. Kar-
Beirut rejected Israel's latest offer for bh:‘:_],’.‘ is.a blow to freedom and democracy in
ebanon debates mrwmreis A
anon. But, as Zeina Khodr reporis jaschi. Among the seaior clergymen who
. fom the Lebanese capitl, he lerash [y defeded e meyor v Ay o
o - move brought the question of Syrian in- Karbaschi _a}taned h(i)s mayoral career before
nee i on in fimeli moving to Tehren 10 years ago. Taheri stared
rian connection &=t SELEEETE |
- and had nothing to do with ption and em-~ i
The Israeli cabinet’s conditional al of 20~ Government officials believe Israel is con- believes Istael has a lack of solid support for its  will come out of it unless Netanyahu takes some Anatysts predict with Karbaschi in iai i
year-old UN Resolution 425 wa;p eél:’r:l‘l:lssed by ducting a diplomatic offensive to promote a “se-  proposal. “Most [people] understand the Leb- hard decisions about the Golan and he is not the the conservatives’ ﬁt targets mllhl;emﬁ !'
Lebanon as “nothing new”. The cabinet tied the  curity before peace™ seitlement and to overcome anese position and are not encouraging a de- fellow to do that™ Moshe Maoz was quoted by tami's two other main allies in driving Tehran i
approval 10 certain security guaraniees from Leb-  world criticism of its failure 10 implement agree-  velopment on one wack only,” he said. Both An-  Reuters as saying. towards a more moderate policy:*the Interior ]
anon, but Beitut said it would not hold any nego-  ments already signed with the Palestinians. They nan and British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook  The Lebanese army, describing Israel’s condi- . Minister Hojar Al-Islam Abdulish Nows and !
tiations since 425 called for an immediate and  are also accusing Ismel of attempting to separate  have admitted that there is a Syrian angle which tions as unprecedeoted, said Israel “wounid be  Culnme Minister Araollah Mohajerani. ;
unconditional Israeli pullback. the Lebanese and Syrian peace tracks, cannot be ignored. Syria is the main power bro- mistaken if it believed the government would al- This view is echoed by many residents of i
Suggestions circulated that Lebanon could do  Lebanon also objects to Israeli conditions con-  ker in Lebanon, and Beirut moves on peace- low the army to become a border police for the  Tehran, who feel the weakening right-wing j
little else because of Syria's powerful influence cemning the future of the South Lebanon Anmy making in tandem with its weighbour. Jewish state while the two countries were still at faction is mounting a “bloodless coup™ aga .
and its insistence on linking the Syrian and Leb- (SLA) led by Antoine Lahd. Israel wants to jn-  Lebanese Information Minister Bassem Saba war.” . the president. agamst. Y |
anese tracks. Thus, to Syria, withdrawal tegrate the 2,500-man milida into the Lebanese said the Israeli proposal was a propaganda bid to Fur‘?ﬁg Minister Fares Boueiz called the offer “What do you do when g a ¥
from south Lebanon should be accompanied by 2 army and to pardon its members who cooperated  portray Lebanon as a Syrian puppet. “The wuth is 2 “bluff” and said, “Tsmel is nyiag to show the  house? You start with the pillars.” said a fe- : e
similar Israeli withdrawal from the Golan with the occupation army since the creation of that both Lebanon and Syria are in the same dan-  world it is ready to implement the resolation, but  male Tekbiran University smdent. “This is the ] . Vel
Heights. But the international community bas the so-called “security zone™ in south Lebanon in  ger and are fighting onc battle.” he said. “Both it added many conditions. Iis real goal is 10 de-  strategy of Mr. Khamenei and his associates ; Sl staaely
urged the two sides to sit down at the negotiating 1978, Beirut said this an internal matter and that  countries hold one card: the card of liberating Leb-  stroy 425.™ T Karbaschi, tomormow Nowi and Mo- ! - A
wble. . the SLA members were “traitors™ who deserved  amese territories and the Syrian-occupied Golan.” While the Isragli offer is being viewed with mmmg with Khatami bimself ™ : “hiil g ﬂ“
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Al-Hariri, who  to be punished. Analysts believe Israel is not interested in re- suspicion, many are warning that Israe! may The next few days will determine wm‘h . : { ST am "
stressed that there would be no security withouta ~ Some politicians and analysts, however, be- suming talks over the Golan Heights and only swike at Lebanon to force it into sccepting its  is headed in the firure, Only Khameuei has the , : vty ]
comprehensive peace, said Lebanon would only  lieve the Iscaeli offer, which has pu;ggmg;m ;: wants to resolve ha?e souvg L;I;uanon'l:zgmem conditions. s;l;he plan aims at stdking at south power to order the release of- the mm. before . e
cooperate on border security arrangements if Is-  Belrut. may not be 2 manoeuvre t its occupation pro y. They t Lebanon,” said Lebanese House Speaker Nabih . - i i s =
rael signed a peace meatytfvilh Beirut and Da- Lebanese government has failed to provide a Damascus wants to regain the strategic Golan, Bemi. ?:nﬁ'&_d of his mandatory oue-month detention XY Eifﬂ‘ﬂﬂ‘:ﬂ_
mascus and withdrew from occupied lands. credible response. captured by Israel in 1967. and has little interest  Israel's Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai If Karbaschi is set free., this will har thay “heddepn i
“Israel. Lebanon, and Syria would cooperate in US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and  in reducing the pressure on Israeli forces in south  warmed that Lebanon would suffer the cop- Ehatami has sueceeded in pe - m;;n - : \{_!,_,h 2
many felds including security if peace is UN Chief Kofi Anpan welcomed Israel’s de- Lebanon. . . sequences of rejecting the offer. er to back off, Thalwou.ldpebelm' g the lead- ; h l“l
rcacged All of us would be part of it. So we cision and called it significant. “Israel is pushing ~ *There is an assumption that Syria is rghtly = Sayed Hassan Nasrollah, secretary-general of  mendous viam-y' over the conservar as:n:‘:le- . rarthy 1E ‘u
would be one camp against those who do not Lebanon into a comer,” said former Lebanese  controlling the Lebanese decision,” said political —Hizbullah, the group spearheading the resistance sign that he is the real boss in Tel VES. a : Biya ae o rae e
want " Al-Hariri said. “Lebanon has no ambassador to the US. Simon Karam. “Now analyst Michael Young. . war in the south, said Israel made its offer to save On the other hand, if Karbaschi’ s v e Rl
commstment to security or anything else to Iscael  Lebanon is under ure o come up with its  According to Israeli analysts, Israeli Prime itself from an increasingly costly occupation. “Tt prison, it will be a great set. form i ;,,,,‘”,!n Sy g
and 425 must be implemented without condiions  own plan. The Lebancse have mpondedmlh no Minister Binyamin Netanyahu has boosted his would have never recognised 425 without the re- who stands to lose the co back themm!' f‘tr (1 oA
or negotations. If Israel wants Lebanon’s coop- diplomacy at ail. ruining their credibility. . standing whether or not the withdrawal takes sistance,” he said. Hizbullah has refused to say have placed in him to m“‘midﬂamd vil people . ilrm.,
eration in securing the border it must first make  On the other hand. analysts like Paul Salem, di- place. “He won a public relations battle. It is only  whether it would stop atiacks if Israe] withdraws. grant greater social freedoms and society, LHA L "m
peace with Lebanon and Syria.” he added. rector of the Lebanese Centre for Policy Studies,  falk and public relations, but nothing tangible “This is our point of strength,” Nasraflah said. of jts mtemationa! isolation. steer Iran our ¥ e T
. _ e L'umw
- U g™
- - As fighting resumes and hundreds of refugees drown . tp el e 4
- while trying 1o fles, observers see no end in sight for : £ PUTALY g
the Somali crisis, wiites Gamal Nkrumah MO e
] e e - ""”'h'_'-,_ N
tragedy of Somali boat people flecing their wartorn  political primacy in Somalia and the Horn of Africa. A national reconciliztion meeting scheduled for February flee their coun .
ngnelafd c):rmtinues amid reports gt‘ rencwed eruption of tri-  Ethiopia and other member states of the Inter- was initially posipooed to 31 March but was recently post- their vesse] san? mt&gygmﬁb?az’sgm A mwlang!(iﬂgg“l:vd oaftez: h T

bal and cian fighting in many parts of Somalia. ;
fighting is reported in the stategic southern port of Kis-
Marehan tribesmen under the leadership of General
in fierce battle with Ma-

jerten tribesmen under the leadership of General Mohamed

mayo.
Omar Haji Mohamed are engaged

Said Hirsi popularly known as “Morgan™.

e fiercest

Governmental Agency for Drought
{IGADD} are apprehensive about Egyptian atteny
and reconciliation between the warring
tions, The Elhiopians are jealous over earlier initiatives for
Somali reconciliation that they began two years ago, cul-
mipating in a conference of Somali reconciliation convened

and Development
to foster
mali fac-

poned again. Faction leaders, who agreed at a conference
in Cairo Jast December to meet in the disputed central So-
mali town of Baidoa, are now meeting to set a new date. -
Hussein Mohamed Aidid and AN Mahdi Mohamed, the
two main Somali factional leaders -who control the Somali
capital Mogadishu and considerable territory in the south-

ko, chief representative in Yemen for the United
High Commissioner for Refugees, said American Marines
in the Arshian Sea recovered the bodies of 34 in-
cluding 24 women, one child and pine men, Them

}:eheved to be among the cesnalties of the vessel that sank
ast week carrying ISSSomaliswbichleﬁtheSonmﬁport -

The irony is that both the Majerten and Marehan clans, in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababd-in January 1997. Ob- em and central parts of the country, said recently in a let- of Bossasso on 25 Marct
: ci , belong to the large Darod servers believe that Addis Ababa objects to- being upstaged ter 10 Amb League General Bsmat  Abdel- s v . .
vying for control of Kismayo g arg ian initiatives. But both Egyptian and Ethiopian of- Meguid that they need $4.5 milllon to coave n:’ the Baldo is a -ﬂomshmg, albeit iliegal, business in traf-

mibe. They

mayo in 1991,
The assistant

was against

both fought a bitter war with the late General
Mohamed Farah Aidid, and repulsed his bid to capwre Kis-

Egyptian foreign minister for African af-
fairs. Mohamed Shaaban, told Al-Afram Weekiy that Egypt
the “Balkanisation of Somafia.” He also af-
firmed that Egypt is commited to working closely with all
of Somalia’s neighbours to ensure peace and political stabil-
ity. Shaaban dismissed umours that Egypt is compeling for

knowledges the importance of the

by
ficials deny that there is any rivalry between the two coun-
tries for domination of Somalia and the Hom Egypt ac-

inidative and sees Cairo’s role as complementary to
IGADD's efforts at ensuring peace and recopciliation. “Caivo
provided the venue for the Somali reconciliation meeting, but

" Egypt has no desire to inierfere in the internal affairs of the
Somgali people and leadership.™ asserted Shaaban,

Ethiopian-led IGADD

tional leaders,

conference, For his part, Abdel-Meguid urged Arab coun.
ries o provide the Somalis with the necessary funds. The
Arab League has 1o date only received $400,000 from Qa-
far and $100.000 from Kuwait for Somalfa — a sam
which falls far short of that demanded by Somalia's fac-

The renewed fighting in Kismayo coincided with another
buman wagedy in which more than 180 Somalis trying to

y e
BT m
h‘:p..g_h!%.
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: King's legacy lives on
: AFRICAN American former civil i .
] , Jmer ctvil rights leader and
President Bill Clinton's special Afn%ah:nvoy Jesse
Jackson, commemorated on Samrday the 30th
anorversary of the death of Americaa civil rights leader,
Martin g Jr. — who was shot to death on his
m;&g‘ balcony in Memphis, Teanessee, ond .
The reason Martin Lather King made his fateful visi
. e visit
to Memphis mlciﬂ:e first place was to dencunee the
Ing working conditions of the ciry’s black ©
sanitaion workess. Today, Mempls has a black ayor,
a member of Congress, 4 black member of the
local school system and a biack police chief.
A::Wdﬂi'of_cqnmemomﬁonform -
: A encans, 4 April was marked with speciz! vigils held ..
by over the counmry paying tribute to the man who led
- the non-violent civil rights campaign against racial
segregation in the US.
The commemorations to mark the 30th anniversary of:
Luther King's assassination have been .
overshadowedb;_cd_emandsforaninqui:ymdaims
thnthq\]vasthev:cnmnmofasolimygmunan.s:he
authorities have always maintained. but of a sinister
consp involving the '
%} 'ing the mafia and the FBL
I g,
R ' : K
':|.'n',q 4 - . - - ) - - - - _— . . .
i : At the second Asia-Europe Meeting in London, Asian nations were once again drawn into the thankless game of geopolitics & ['Européenne, writes Gamal Nkrumah
o m
= =l .
g In March 1996, Thailand bosted the first cess to adequaie sanjation, while por-  were sown Joag ago. wafficking barely made it 10 the agenda,  hardship of ordinary Asians, friends. Japan gave about S20 billion in
Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). Last chasing power parity per capita income  Today, few can say that the chessboard  while democratisation and human rights ~ But are there still good times ahead,  ussistince 1o jittery Southeast Asian
. 4 week, as US President Bill Clinfon was is a mere $1,961, com to 53,565 haschanged Evropeans still ive ina dif-  issues handly got a mention. Sahano, 100 even for those who are not poos? Ec-  economies such as Thailand and In-
i triumphantdy ending 2 historic tour of for Asia $13,134 for Ewope and ferent historieal tme zone — one where  busy puwing his aging shoulder 10 the  onomic indicmors are far from encour-  domesia. Europe has given no more than
Rt Africa, his Enropean counterpart, British ~ $26,389 for America. ) : Westemers who love to sound off abowt  wheel ai home. did not make the jour- aging. Thailand, Indonesia and South  $6.25 billion — alf to a single country.
= Prime Minister Tony Blajr, played host ~ So what's new? In spite of the ques- so-called “Asian values™ call the shots. ney, sending his Vice Presidem BJ Hab- Korea have all received IMF bailouts.  South Korea.
lo ASEM 2. Ar the two-day meeting, tonable clzims 10 success of Asian cro-  Malaysia’s plan for ap exclusive Easi ibie instead. The Indonesian currency., Malaysian Premier Mahathir Mohamed Somh Korean President Kim Dae-
leaders from the two continents pledged ny capitalism and corruption, Iittle has  Asian Economic Coucus was given the  the rupiah, has seen its value plunpge by  insisted that the final financial statement  jung, one of Aviu’s most determined
to forge ever closer ties. . changed from colonial times. South and- thumbs down. In retaliotion. Australian  around 70 per cent in recent months. and  included 2 reference 0 “speculation- campaigners for democracy and human
There were, of conrse, many nice pho- East Asia, excloding Japam, account for and New Zealand membership of ASEM  social unrest in the archipelago is close  induced instability”. Last year, Mo- rights. sang the pruises of his European
. to opportunities for all Comparisons jusi over half of the world's labour was vetoed by Malaysia. India and Paki- 1o boiling point. hamed accused financier George Scros  benefactors. “If we bad taken the path of
- were inevitably made with the Asia- force. Buf -Non-Japan Asia trade ac-  stan, 100, were denied membership of — Demonstrators led deafening protests  of deliberately triggering the sudden de-  democracy eurlier. we could have avoid-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) counts for less then 7 per cent of world ASEM. Neither Russia nor Turkey, the against the Chinese 2nd Indonssian oc-  preciation of Malaysia’s curmrency, the ed our currem problems. We have se-
forum. APEC brings together the Amer- trade, while African wade copstituies two most Eurasian of countries, are cupation of Tibet and East Timor re- ringgit. Political sniping makes head- rious probiems such as unemployment
icas, Asia and Anstralia. But ASEM can-  less than two per cent of the total. ASEM members. spectively. Social acvivists veciferously  lines. with 1.5 million workers om of work.
» not hope (o act as 2 connterweight o . - The world is unfair. Now the Inter-  As Asia grapples with financial crisis, denounced both Asian and Evropean  Thai premier Chuan Leekpai told re-  And interest rates must be lowered from
- APEC, of which America is part. For natiopal Monetary Fund has ridden 10 is insisting that neo-liberal or- leaders for neglecting the plisht of the porters in London that poor export per- 20 per cent, which is causing 100 com-

one-thing, ASEM was never envisaged .

the rescoe of the de ing world. At

thodoxy is the only way to develop

poor and issues of human nghis. The

formance has slowed down Thailand's

panies to go bankrupt a day. along with

) as a formal economic forum, fike APEC. - ASEM, Europe urged Asia to follow the  Asia’s full economic potential and im- Asia-Eorope Peoples Forum issued a  economic recovery following last July's 10,000 workers losing their jobs daily.
: with a permanent sccretaziat. Indeed. it JMEFs. prescription for recovery, avoid- %e its international political standing. strongly-worded statement expressing devaluation of the national currency. the  We have a lot to learn from Europe: de-
was agreed in Bangkok in 1996 that, “as ionisn and adopting open, ind this patent remedy lies a simple deep concern that democracy and human  baht. “The major problem we are facing mocracy and economic development

an informal process, ASEM need not be
institntionalised.” . )
ASEM is just another forum where
East meets West and the West behaves
as if it were the arbiter of inuth, Wesiemn
perspectives continne to exert a’ pow-
erful inflzence over political and ec-
onomic developments iy Asia and Af=
ricz. Can these mnune;:vm ever deliver a
definitive riposte to Western political
and economic hegernony?
Asian-European basegarmqshp should
presumably be on the ‘mutual &x-
ploration ~of the many 'dimensions’ of
Asian-| "cultural relations. Yet

instead, today; we have empty talking -

shops which do nothing save provide po-
litical expression for that body of opin-
ion defined as liberal, including the dog-
matic cyeed of economic liberalisation. -
The Asian economic miracle failed to
advance the political and socio-caltural
irations of the ieast well-off segment

-will- anly becomeé a se-

*-politics If .the Asiah
‘economies start 1o play
“by Western rales, as Ge- -

ing proectionism

“credible” financial systems. Earopeans,
of course, are the IMF's biggest share-
holders.

- Can Asia, ler alone Africa, ever re-
dress the ' imbolance? The Western
‘world’s verdict is a resounding “No™. If

- they are to survive at all as' socio-

culivral, political and economic entities,
they must comply with Western valoes.

truth: neither leaders nor Eu-
ropean pablic opinion has confidence in
Asian governments.

Trade always trumps human rights in
Ewmrope’s dealimgs with Asia, and the lat-
est gathering in London of 15 European
and 10 Asian heads of state and govern-
ment was no exception. Prickly issnes
like the child sex wade and drug-

rights were not at the centre of ASEM
2's agenda. “We fear that the economic
agreements struck ar ASEM 2 are at the
expense of the immediate and long-term
welfare and rights of ordinary people.™
charged a spokeswoman for the Catholic
Institute for International Relations. The
forum believes that IMF policies have
intensified poverty and increased the

with regard to exports is that of liquid-
ity. The banks are charging high interest
rates. and some banks do not have the
funds to make loans,” Chuan explained.
Asia peeds 2 breathing space to put ils
economic house in order. Europe, un-
fortunately, is in no position 1o help. It is
hardly surprising that many Asians see
Europeans as swictly fair-weather

should go hand in hand.” he explained.
Flanering his British hosts, Kim Dae-
jung added. “The UK went through the
same experience as Korez with the IMF,
and they were successfully able 1o leamn
something from the experience.” Small
wonder, ASEM 3, scheduled for the year
2000, is to be held in the Soinb Korean
capital of Seoul.

In such a perspective,
it is clear that ASEM

rious player in . world

rald Segal, director of
the London-based nter-
=
es, Ie-

cently argued in the Fi-
nancial Times. Yet this
ive is iwelf
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Libyan pilgrims defy
UN =sanctions

iranian Foreign
Minister Kamal
Kh .

Is Tsar
Yeitsin dying?

‘ » of the population. Some still claim that it  biased, seeing cultural
' expanded the underdogs® economic ho- values as the bat-
rizons, but newly-indusrialised Asian- tleground that will de-
coumries bave some of the hiphest termine imtemnatiomal po-
known disparities of income in the litical * and economic
world. . As soch, it
Oely 36 per cent of ‘Asisns are pro- is redolept of Samnel
vided with adequate sanitation. Only 56 Humtington's theory of
per cent of Africa®s population have ac-. “the Clash of Civil-
cess 1o safe water. Only 46 per  isations™. The seeds of
cent of the continent’s people have ac- an onequal relstionship
= ' . n --- H -'_'..-.- . - < ‘. -
Un |ted rab “ e ' - . Pre_s:dent Clinton’s new
. . . - - = : African trade law-promises a
for Shlpplng- and _ . 4% o lucrative win-win parinership
H o - L e T - with African hations. But Faiza _ s
Having completed a whidwind = - . ¥ - . s countries into a "failed and out-
Stevedorln ==t ‘tour % _sixp African counmries - Y z _ Rady asks Iif NAFTRICA® will dated development model.”
A - | it sdems s iz ol MM GRN J  coveteintorastsofUS v efec many ambs pelve
= a w1 1 rican . ) Co, L . - - 2 -
(a jOiIlt stock Egyptlan company American  constituency back - L. . r- T . T oompanlesatme expense of ing new in terms of development
and a subsidiary of the Holding || bome), US Presidem Bill Climon - gu.. ‘- African infrastnicture and prospects. bul extends a more rig-
P - appeared sel to emerge as the con- £ ’ T mic development ouwrous version of World Bank and
Company for Maritime Trazisport) || doeors new champion aad — in ' g- l m _ econo elop IF Jown requements 1 mas-
.o the words of African American : ; ' mise the profits o - trans-
: Time magazine columnist Jack E. . . . : g - i nationals. “To be sure, America’s
oeelS Pleased to announce (o ifs White — an honourary black man, . -~ -7 .ov. 0 L L . . gejghiened_inlel:est in Afri::da rglay
that si 1o boot. ring certain shor-term and other
shareholders . t s'““-:e Msmy 30 “This is 2 President who connects with and nawral resources: considerable re- a joint press conference in Cape town of benefits to African cconomies. The real is-
Maxrch 1998 its eqll_lty - blacks so strongly thar some of us jokingly duction of corporate taxation and provision singing the praises of Cuba, Iran and Libya sue. however, is how the series of inter-
worth LE3 794,430 divided each —- maintain that he's only passing for white,” of unrestrained cross-border transfer of cap- — all countries high on Clinton’s list of  ventions and the reforms Ihey call for will
2 - Central De- raved White. itel, goods and services. so-called rogue siates. “Not only did they affect Africa’s national and regiomal ec-
have been listed im ﬂle_ €n In Africa, an oftentimes demure Clinton Moreover, the bill demands “control of support us in rhetoric, they gave us the re-  onomic capacily,” wrote Tetteh Hormeku. a
.tm__y System at Misr Company made some cbligarory and calculated mea govermnment consumption™, 2 euphemism sources for us 10 conduct the struggle and Gh_anman economist with the Accra-based
post . t and C culpa noises in the right directions: apol- for health and social security spending. As win." said Mandela, adding in the general Third World Neiwork.
for Clearing, Settlement and Cen- || io .  iofucely for Americmn slavery, an additional postscript, the bill also dog- direction of the contrite but still smiling  While the neo-classical dogma decrees
fral DepOSitS. historical complicity with the apartheid re- matically requires African governments to. US President that those who disagreed that privatisation will by sheer definition
’ shareholders are gime in South Africa, and more recently establish democratic rule and improve their were free “to go and throw themselves into  increase efficiency and profits and thereby
The companydse it their share’s ﬁplacemd non-intervention in the Rwan- hlgne?ln rights records. " lculated a 'I;'hm]';ﬁ'i also lambasied Cli e);‘pa.nd_ p_rodncnon e:;:d productivity hasm
ested PposL ocide, amon sins. ivering his message with a calcula e African press ambas nton where it is most n . “experience
J ,‘ requ w0 lﬁﬁ tes at one of the Bu%mbg'yond the egident theawics and po- dosage of gmﬁsmansmageaud aplomb, Clin- for pushing his corporate agenda on the demonstrated l_:hnt this is not neceqsqrily the
temporﬂl'y € ca litieally correct discourse, Clinton arrived ton assmred African leaders that “the US debi-ridden. famine-stricken continem, case. ~Take investmem in financial ser-
file register management com- in Africa hailing the vision of a new “pant- stands ready to be a parmer in Africa’s while louting the praises of the market vices, which in Alfrican economies have
: - | nership” between the continent and the US, prosperity,” bascd on the bill's neo-liberal economy. “Na share for the poor in US becn primarily relawd to import-export at
; panies. o enshrined in the African Growth and Op- formula. Echoing Clinton’s discourse. Sfu- R{pu?rg . élea:.}ined the. Sor:}]h Arﬂncan d:é:ily thledex?er}se of ‘Iﬂlinvs\?\;!-n[hcnt‘" Hormeku
! . . portunity Act- — a bill callmg for “im- san Rice, the assistant secretary of state for  Mai wardian writing that NAFTRICA  told Al-Aftram Weekly. “With privatisation,
i also % 1 creased US trade with and invesument in  African affairs, chirped that “Africans are spelled the same cconomic havoc that mainstream  investment financing has
i The company & notlﬁos .lts African nations™. An expanded and refined iaking their seats at th.;d global economic tz- NAFTA brought to Mexico, "NAFTA has moved even further away from supspnrl.ing
shareholders that those “holding version of NAFTA (the North American ble and amiving with hearty appetites for led 10 widespread collapse of small and domestic rural and urban production net-
riificates have to go "Free Trade Agreement, to which Canada,- lucrative commercial dealings.” medium-sized busipesses in Mexico, mas- works, essentially because the impon-
i temporary ce€ ) the US and Mexico are signalories) and  Despite the Clinton adminisuration’s re- sive lav-offs, crippling currency de- export business is more profitable.”
| to the company’s headquarters — |} thus sppropristely dubbed NAFTRICA on lentless propaganda effor, many Africans valuasion. a flood of chesp food undercut-  The privatised infrastructure sector high-
§ Ahmed Orabi St, Alexandria the continent, the African Growth and Op- and African Americans blunty denounced tng local production and escalating  lights another dimension of the same prob-
| at 13 JLak! . o ity Act was with a bipartisan the US sal. Most prominent among political and social conflict since its pas- lem. explained Hormeku. Beyond linking
I — in order to replace them Wl_ﬂl majority in tl;:] us Congﬁe:; on 11 sMan:h them, South African President Nelsm:, Man- salgf ilnhelqgg."m e ederat ] urilzlmn mkgohscls' most African road and
) ' i ivhi and is ex t0 be raofi the Senate dela derisiv dismissed the “ambitious . the rican ration of rail networks only coopect pri com-
: new temPOl'al'Y cerhﬁcam W!'Il(:h this umntf:.mt by and extenlsifr?" American trade ageoda wade unions, AFL-CIO, issued a statement  modity export locZ:ions. like Pmil:xlﬁsw. to the
will be used by the file _regster ing to promote African exports to coming mt a time when the US is actively denouncing the bill for promoting big busi- ponts, US-style privatised 1ol) roads are
ment companies. . the US and US investments in Africa, the standing in the way of providing debt refief ness interests ar the expense of workers’ lilkely to amplify this wrend since the most
’ managem - ' . Act imposes .investment conditionality oa to Africa’s lessi-developed countries — righis. “[The Africa Growth and Op-  profitabie lines will be precisely those con-
: L the familiar neo-liberal medley: increased which pay more than 80 per cent of their porumity Act] is conspicuously silenl on necting export production bases 1o their
In cases where these temporary _economic liberalisation and privatisaion of average GNPs in prohibiuve debt interest the protection of core labour rights or the  exit route. at the expense of regional and
. C : 0- e R the the public sector; removal of remaining servicing. Mandela also denounced the bill environment... [Iis] criteria do wore to ad-  national transport requirements. in the case
cerﬂﬁ&tw' were m 5 - trade and tariff berriers; removal of most for linking US investment in Africa 10 ad-  dress narrow business concerns than 10 es-  of the highly coveled infrastructure sector
] rtga . b udy is obllged tom- I} forms of government subsidies — especial- berence 10 Iniemnational Monctary Fond  tablish 2 sound fougdagcn for independent as in other instances, the US-imposed pri-
mo gume fctor compani _ ly in the agriculnral sectors ireatment  (IMF) demands. o development strategics,” réad the siatement  vatisation model will namrally bypass peo-
form the file register pames_,'. . glf d;;auonalﬂan[;is Amencal: mvstotrs.I m& ] §zgnif)[-‘i):gshis Elgﬂbal ;ejl:t:ﬂun og !;g lao; ;;l:llaulllltuvng that t:_h;l :)I“ i mkvscsuni:!ts condi- ple's development needs in favour of high
: IR nding equ corporate access 10 land  icies in outh, Mandela made a poi ¥ specifically locks sub-Saharan  profit-yielding export-oriented venuees.
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April is the

The making
of a martyr

When Abdel-Qadir
Al-Husseini fell at Al-Kastel,
his death seemed to mark the
beginning of the end for the
Arabs in Palestine. Some
historians even claim that had
the Arabs not lost this battle,
there might be no Jewish
state today. omayma Abdel-Latif
reflects on the career of a
legendary hero
b |

“A military commander and a Palestinian fight-
cr.” This is the descripton of Abdel-Qadir Al-
Husseint in information file number 3101 in the
archives of Al-Afirum newspaper. Abu Mousa
Abdel-Qadir Al-Husseini. is acknowledged in
there as the Palestinian commander most com-
miited to the cause which he gave his life for.

Abdel-Qadir was bom in Jerusalem in 1908 0
Mousa Koazem pacha Al-Husseini. one of the
pioneer commanders who led the early struggle
in Palestine from 1919 to 1933 and was elected
to chair the first Arab Conference in Jerusalem
in 19]9. The yoong boy wimessed from an ear-
lv age the hagties apainst the British mandate
rule. which acted as an eye-opener. initatdng
him into the true siwation of Palestine at the
time.

Right vp to the end of his life. Mousa Kazem
Pacha, despite his considerable age {be was 83
when he died in 1934, still wok o the streets,
organising protests against the British Army’s
connivance with the Zionist movement who were
actively colonising Palestine. Tn one of those
demonstrations in Jaffa. Mousa was aitacked by
a British soldier and seriously injured. He was
pronounced dead on 23 March 1934, Abdel-
Qadic. by then. was old enough to follow in his
father's footsteps. In that same demonstration,
the young man had been among the injured. As
he later recalled. “the slogans of the protest
called tor the “fall of Zionism™ and of Britain
which protected it.”

Al-Husseini was educated at Rowdat Al-
Ma'uref Al-Watanvia in  Jerusalem. Most
wealthy Palestinian families at the time would
send their sons 1o complete their higher educa-
tion in Egypt. and Al-Husseini was duly dis-
pawched to Cairo. where he entered the Amer-
ican University in Cairo. majoring in history
and journalism.

He graduated with honours in 1934, the first
ever Palestinian student to receive such a de-
gree from the AUC. Describing the scene 25
years later in a profile of Al-Husseini. Al-Messa
newspaper of 15 May 1959 (edited at the time
by Anouar Saddat) reported that the young man
had addressed the audience. ielling them. “This
university 15 but a colonial and missionary es-
tablishroent. It is also 2 base for the enemies of
the Arabs. To express my protest at the ex-
istence of such a place in the heart of Cairo, I
will tear up this degree... This university aims
o destroy the pillars of Islam and Arabism and
to tuen young Arabs inwo voices of co-
lonialism.” This account is probably highly ex-
aggerated, yet similar stories zppear in many of
the sources for his life.

Whether he gave the long speech reproduced
in Al-Messa, or just shouted “Long live Pal-
estine,” as other sources claim. the incident it-
self is indicative of both the climate that pre-
vailed in the thirties and the legends that were
woven around Husseini’s name much later.
Upon returning to Palestine, Al-Husseini
tumed down 2 job with the British mandate au-
thorities in the Land Settlement Circle, a body
which was to oversee the settlement of land
disputes between Arabs and Jews. To his dis-
may, Al-Husseini realised that his job as an as-
sistant to the settlement chief was effectively 1o
hand the land of Arab families over to their
Jewish rivals.

In 1936, Al-Husseini
took part in the Pal-
estinian revoludon. As
commander of Al-Jiha

Jihad) woops in Pal-
estine, he was delegat-
ed the authority to de-
clare war against the

jties. which he did on 7
May. The revolution
began with systematc .
nngniﬂs on British oops stationed in Jerusalem
and its environs. The enemy 'sustamed _heavy
fosses, which provoked the British authorities to
lay ambushes to try and hunt down Al-Husseini,
Despite their efforts, he managed to escape un-
scathed. The revolution reached its peak i July

of the same year when the remaining forces of

Ezz EI-Din Al-Qassam joined the ranks of Al-
Husseini along with scores of fighters from
around the Arab world. After a series of aftacks
in Ramailah, Jericho. Bethiebem and Bab El-
Wad, the British troops managed to lay sicge 10
the village of El-Khodr, and gl-Husseuu was
captured in a fierce battle. Seriously wounded.

cruelest month

" Sheilh Amin Al-Hussein! receiving condolences for his nepliev ABdel-Qadir Al-osseins . "

he was transferred under heavy guard to the mil-
itary hospital. While the British autharities
awaited his recovery to put him on trial. Abdel-
Qadir’s comrades aitacked the hospital and spir
ited Al-Husseini away to Damascus. where he re-
mained for three months to complete his treat-
ment.

In nse to a plea from the Arab kings and
the Supreme Committee for Palestine. the
revolution was then broaght to an abrupt halt, af-
ter the British authorities promised to consider
their demands.

By the end of 1937. Al-Husseini was back in
Palestinie. He was stationed in Beirzeit, which

“Al Husseini told Hashmi Pasha, the general inspector
of the Arab League Army: ‘The Jews now have
mortars and planes. | cannot recapture Kastel
Al-Mougadas (Sacred Without heavy weapons. Give me that, and | promise
you victory.” Hashmi said: ‘] have no mortars for you.’
Husseini snatched a map lying in front of the Pasha,
threw it in his face and roared: ‘Let history record
British mandaie auther- ¢hat you made the loss of Palestine possible. | will go
back to Kastel, even if 1 die there with all my men.”™

was to be the headquarters of the second stage
of the holy Jihad against British occupation and
Jewish tmmigration. A few months later, the
fighters had taken the old city of Jerusalem,
Bethlehem, Hebron, Jericho and Ramallah, as
well as scores of villages. Faced with sach con-
siderable victories. the British troops moved to
crush the revolution. While Al-Husseini was
moving towards the coast {0 attack Jewish set-
tlements in the Beit Gebrin area, he came under
fire from British ardllery and was so severely
injured that e was counted among the dead.
Yet, somechow, he managed to resurface in Da-
mascus. where he again received treatment for
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his wounds. Shortly afterwards, the Second
World War broke out and the Palestinian rev-
olution came 1o a halt once again.

Al-Husseini moved on to Baghdad where he
joined the militnry officers’ college. In 1941 he
supported the revolution of Rashid Ali Al-Kilani
against the British Army and, as a result, was ar-
rested and put on military trial, where he was
senteaced to three year's imprisonmeat. At the
end of the Second World War, Al-Husseini re-
appeared in Cairo, where he was bard at work
preparing the next stage of armed struggle in Pal-
estine. He began by training Palestinian youths in
guerrilla warfare, While thus occupied with pur-

chasing arms and training the young soldiers of
the holy Jihad in Cairo, he also met with a pum-
ber of the nationalist officers in the Egypdan
Army to agres on goals for the Palmmﬂ -
ers.. The Mufti declared him the commander of
the holy Jihad. Thus made ready, Al-Husseini
moved back to Palestine after nearly a decade's
absence. His return coincided with the declara-
tion of the November 1947 UN resojution on the
partition of Palestine.

As clashes between Ambs ond Jews. jno-
tensified on the eve of the establishmeni of the
Jewish state, Zionist guertilla gangs resanted o
terrorism against the Awmbs by planting hombs

Taha Al-Hashmi Pasha right} with Fawz

Exactly fifty years ago
rilla fighters assembled

their charismatic Ieadebr, fA?e S
had been shot the day berol

There would be more burials to come.
prayed over the body of the
scale carnage was unfold_m
the spot where he had died —

todax,l o
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y del-Qadir Al-Husseini, whn
t the battie of Al-Kastel.
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tshousands of Arab guer-
Mosque to honour:

As the men

ir dead commander, a full-

parely three miles from
3 the massacre of 254
r Yassin. At the be-

_ = ere i e of Dei
Arah civilians at the villag h launched Plan Datet,
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his glorious death.’

than words.’

io Arab quarters. Abdel-Qadir and his men en-
gaged in a series of battles against these gangs
in Beit Sourek, Beit Mehiaser, Berk Suliman,
Sourif. Ramallah and other villages. Having run
out of weaponry, their commander then headed
to Damascus, the headguarters of the Arab Lib-
eration Army (the army of irregulars formed by
the Arab League), to seek ammunition and mor-
tar cover.

In Damascus, Al-Husseini did his best to de-
scribe the deteriorating situation in Palestine and
how the Jews were becoming more influentiaf
every day. He went on to explzin how the Jewish
guerrillas were well-cquipped while the Pal-
estinian fighters
didn’t lack courage,
N but had no weapens

save old Ottoman

guns,
{4 It was while Al-

Husseini was mak-
@ ing his plea for help,

S that the bartle of Al-
Kastel broke out
The village of Al-
Kastel, west of Je-
rusalem, was to be
. occypied under the
first phase of Plan Dalet, whose goal was to
capture the villages along the Tel-Aviv-
Jerusalem Road from local Palestinian milifia,
According to many Arab historians, the battle of
Al-Kastel was one of the decisive banles — if
Bot the decisive battle -— of the 1948 war. It
was the battle which determined the possibility
of the Jewish state. Both the Arab fighters and
the Jewish terrorists realised the strategic im-
portance of the village. Whoever controlled Al
Kastel could control Jerusalem and the ammyni-
tion road linking the Jewish settlemenis with
bol:h_TelfA\iiv and Jaffa, as well ag the Pal-
estinian coast. That is why the battle turned inta

Al-Qawqui

- ginning of April, the Hagana

. seeking first to occupy and demolis_sh_villages along the

hen the news [of the death of Abdel-Qadir Al-Husseini] was

carried to the Mufti of Palestine, Sheiich Amin Al-Husseini

. — Abdel-Qadir's uncie — he received it calmly, saying, “We take
- great pride in the passing away of this courageous commander.

_ Few gain martyrdom on the batllefield’ To those who tame fo pay

- condolences, he said, ‘| share your sorrow at the loss of this Arab
. hero,” thus indicating that Abdel-Qadir did not belong oniy to the
Hussein] famBy, but rather to the larger family of the Arabs. He

" also said: “‘We must not let ourselves be grieved at the death of

. this hero, rather we mus? congratulate curselves and take pride in

;- “\While many of the people who came to moumn with the Mufti
" burst into tears, he himself remained calm and collected and
». showed no signs of distress. Among those paying visits fo the
MMuftl were then Syrian President Shulory El-Qawatly and Syrtan
Prime Minister Gamil Merdem Bey.
“I met the hero 3 days before his death. It was [in Damascus}
=" on Monday, before he retlumed back 1o launch his altacks 1o
-+ liberate AHKastel. | requested an interview with him, but his
" reply was, ‘great deeds are going to happen and they are better

“It was as though he felt his death was near, as he looked at his
, officers and told them, ‘there should be no more meetings,’ for he
was keen to press on into Palestine and iberate Al-Kastel, Then
= he addressed me, saying. 1 will go stralght to Palestine and we

» will fight them until we achieve victory.’

- “He'went back to the holy land the same night carrying with him
the plans he had drawn up to finish off the Zionists in Al-Kastel

andtherehewasmartyred."

d>. ArAnram’s correspondent in Beirut, Sunday 11 April, 194s.

one of the fiercest and bloodiest encounters of

that time —— a prelude to the atrocity -

minted in Delr Yassia a day later. Tes com
In his book, The Struggle of the Palestinian

People, the writer and journalist Ahmed Beyassir

explains that the response of the Arab League -

military committee to Al-Husseini’s request for

arms simply reflected the policies of the coun-. . -

tries they represented.
“Durin

g this time. news broke that Al-Kaset -

bad fallen imto the hands of the Jews, Al-
Husseini was outraged by the news and ad-
dressed Taha Pacha Al-Hashemi, former
commandm-ofzhehaqi.&rmyandchief'

of the Arab Liberation Army. in these terms; "Al- 2

Kastel is a swong fortress which we ca hope
to get back with the litde ammuniﬁonnm '

capture it” Al-Husseini's

. we have.. -
Give me the weapons thar I ask furandiwillt:-' MR
request was refinsed. -

His final words to those who denied him ams ™
were, “History will record that vou made the loss .

of Palestine
killed a day later at Al-Ka~1 -

Following his death, Ai-Afram's .ferusa!cm L

correspondent wrate: _
H"Th? killing of the lae Abdel
usscini, the commander-in-chief of }

area, hias come to be regarded o5 an example of - -
DRde Lo e all the Arabs should wke. .
oo et

g AN e sle e
to recopture Al-Kasiel -

self-sacrifice which
the Arab fi

v;ul'lmmed from
_I‘;!;Fr was Lilled during the attack I...]

sources said that Abdel-Gadlir wasiia- ;.
houscmb!owi;umhcucvercmngom'm. g .

}  possible. T will i 10 Kasgel -
even if I dic with ali my com‘mﬂe wa: "

Qadic AL

ganah circles. however, clajm that Abded-Qadir .

wnsburiedundgrmemins A Vi e
bi ; ofahousew!ndnfts:-._
u_go“gg._up by explosives planted by Jewish -
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BEl-Yassini did not coum, bar ~came
across the evidence of widespread murder. Doz-

- ens of bodies of men fittered the streets... Down

Jews and left the Amb bodies: later they were
throwa down & well in the village centre.”
Abu Mahmound makes o sirmilar account. ~“They

tools of war.”
(1) Elias Zananir, Guif News, 9 April, 19%97.
(5) Elias Zananiri, Gulf News. ¥ April, 1997,
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iein;, ‘!:il\" 1 .8 w‘;"i';?‘alem Road and, Iater, to occupy major towns petrified friends, we could hear bullets, explosives, au-
A'“Hast 0 end of":;uld become part of the state of Israel. By the tomatic rifles, machine guns. It was like everyone had
the 8], ot : month, Tiberius, Haifa, Jaffa and We_st Je- gone mad. The Arabs were firing in the air in mourning
ter, 5 n driveem ad all been taken, and their Arab residents and in honour of Al-Husseini, and the Jews were also
vileg g ol Many o‘;‘“" . _ S ) firing in the air, some to terrorise the Arabs, others in
re of Tom incl |¥d‘ the atrocities that took place in Deir Yassin, jubilation and spiteful glee at the death of the hero who
At 25 o cluding the parading of hostages, can be better un- had terrorised them more than 2all the Arab armies com-
eh erstood in light of the death of Al-Husseini the pre- bined. The Irgun Zvai Leumi seized this opportunity —
an p vious day. Raiji e pre opp
alo aley, J Y. Raji Sahyoun, describing the atmosphere in the absence of most men from all the neighbouring vil-
““Ng the ﬂe:u_salem during the funeral, recounts: “Sitting in my lages of Jerusalem — to commit their crime against the
at in Upper Bag’a [West Jerusalem], surrounded by old people, women and children of Deir Yassin.” of dispossession
i B . L
‘It's This is the pl
- - . o ; Where the village of
e Deir Yassin once
I l C u : stood there is now a
: o mental hospital,
: R originally established
: Ly = to care jor Holocaust
_ O CO u nt survivors. Nidal Rafa
€ . ventured into the
o follies of the past
Few survived the massacre of IEER———
Deir Yassin 50 years ago, and On the Tasi day of February 1998, we set out
of them, even fewer are alive %‘i’é‘:ﬂf Sur “Know Your Country” ex-
today to recount its horrors. village which no longer existed: Deir Yas-
- _ . sin, Naturally, the map we had showed no
Amira Howeidy reviews the such name. We all knew that the village's
camage through their words pacehad bcn ake by 5 ol Bl
L ] Shanl. None of the people who lived near-
. ) : : by. ail of them Jewish. could teil us where
d Despite controversy over the exact number of .- the mental hospital was. Afier a while, in-
3 those slain in the Deir Yassin massacre, the Jength > . stead of asking for the mental hospital, we
of time their murder took and the sirategic sig- . . began to say, “the hospital which stands on
n_l.ﬁeancc of the location .of the village, the sur- - the site of Deir Yassin"™. That little addition
" P vivors” accounts unanimonsly agree in their de- on our part vexed some of those we asked.
r scriptions of the - atrocities commnitted by the Eventually, we met a man with his family
: Jewish gangs beginning aronnd daybreak on Fri- who said we could follow his car as he was
day 9 April 1948, and lasting until dnsk. : : heading in the same direction. After a 15-
Abn Mahmoud (1) was 21 when the massacre minute drive, he slopped on the road, got
took place. He and his yonng friends “were réeady .. out of his car and said: “That is Deir Yassin.
: for whatever might after the baitlé of Kag- I have driven you all the way to the place. [
: 1el” A day earer, the leader of the Palestinian have also brought my family to see iL™ We
: didn’t ask him what his motives were for
: bringing his wife and children 10 the site.
: : N It was 2pm on a Saturday and it was very
: . quiet; the mhabitants being all Jewish, they
; > R were observing the Sabbath. There were
i - B3 many tall buildings, a symagogue; the few
- s = - people in the sireet were speaking either Yid-
- 2z % dish or English We were speaking Armabic.
; - e i ~ Four Jewish women, two elderly and two in
, R their forties, kept eyeing us suspiciously, be-
' ol + fore one of them exclaimed loudly i English:
' g - *“What are Arabs doing here?” We
. t not to have heard her as we did not want any
- Toas : preblems. We were passing many stone hous-
- B ' es that were j é?::ubi. é)ne of these
z H bad a sign saying: “Givat "
: There was also another large slon:whouse
-~ : which seemed rather o dowi (phofo 4}
i} . . After wandering around the village for
T ; about an hour, we started to walk in the direc-
. -h tjon of the hospital, charting in Hebrew 50 as
- - LA Yassin. o : Bl not 1o arouse suspicions. Before reaching the
- ¢ In the whole village, he says, there were “40 - gare of the hospital. 1 had tcked away my
- British-made guns... and no mortar of any kind” : camera in my handbag. At the gate of the
; By contrast, Abu Mahmoud points ont; “The Jews . hospital we could see the name in both He-
had alt soris of automatic weapons, tanks, . mis- brew and English: “Kfar Shaul Menial
siles, carmons.™ Health Centre.” (phoro 2)
The guard standing by the gate asked us
who we had come to visik, but we answered
- {in Hebrew) that we were interested in old ar-
chitecmre and wanted to look more closely at
the building. He said we needed a permit
from the public relations office in the hos-
' pital, as visits were prohibited excepl for spe-
) cific reasons. After chatting him up for a
PO while, a male friend who was with me said he
was o representative of a medical firm. and
, ) that we could leave c:u;l Imdid m'lj:sh the
. scribe what happened during the preceding 12 to guards — a prospect whic not relish as
' B e 2o Mol avomen s caldoen o " phoio 4 namer Nl Finally” afer toling ot tha
discrimmintely.~ Mabmoud for one recoums. '+ - : : cameras were not allowed on the hospital
' ] gaw how Hilweh Zeidan was killed, along . © " Clockwise: As old Avah bouse inside the hospital compound used 25 a store; compound, he ushered us in, saying it would
- i L with her husband, her son, her brother and Kho- the sign of the Kfar Shani Mental Health Center; a well-preserved Arabboarse ~ only be for a shan visit.
i ) " - inside the componnd; a dilapidated dwelling, cuce befonging to an Arab fami- Again, all around me, there were many
Yy, In en exclosively Jewish residential area of the neighonring town unmistakably Arab houses. One of the
’ houses had an old wooden door (pholo 1)
. - which ::3:& slllikghdy ajar, r:-nnatrik there I;wa:a
=7 before Hassan . ] - what [ ike a su et olley,
mmﬁadmghwﬁmgr&mﬂé e T ' R fdledwimoddsnndeuds?epmtedinﬁumof
/ dead as she held her baby niece. The baby was  following a statement given to the press by Mor-  an alleyway. no more than 50 yards from our 100k about 40 prisoners from the village. After it. Obviously, the house was used as a storage
hot t00... Whoever tried (0 run away was shot  dechai Ra'anan (the then Irgun Zvai Leumi com-  house, there lay a pile of corpses. There were  the battle was over. they ok them to the quar- space. Another house, bigger and better main-
Sead.” savs Umm Mohammed (4), 64, who was mander for Jerusalem, and commander of the  more than a dozen young men whose arms and  ry where they shat them dead and threw their  tained (photo3). had a sheet from the Torah post-
EMWhy:nﬂ:eevmtsmokphoe. Deir Yassin operation), use the figure 254. The lcgswerewmppeda;onwmhomerinﬂmagony bodies into the quarry. Afier they had removed ed at the entrance. in keeping with Orthodox
El-Yassini tells of homific details. “Everything = 254 Fgure appears in almost every account of the  of death. All had been shot at point-blank range  Wheir dead and wounded, they took the pris- Jewish tradition. For me at [east, nothing could
seemed strange. There was blood everywhere. A " massacre a1 the time it occurred. Sources endors-  through the cheek, the bujlet tearing away a line  oners and killed them.” be more incongruous than the combination of
dead woman ho'ldjng her baby reminded meof my  ing that figure include: the Jewish Agency, a Red  of flesh up to the ear before eniering the brain... Ahhough the survivors of Deir Yassin were this Jewish gesmre and the typically Arab ar-
moiher. so 1 dashed to our house. I found my moth-  Cross official, the New York Times and Dr Huss-  We found owt later thm whole families were given shelter in the Al-Agsa Mosque, they were caded design of (he house. .
erhidin'gin [fear in the basement and when she saw  ¢in  Al-Khalidi, spokesman of the Jerusalem-  killed. I heard that the Zahran clan lost 40 men,  stll not safe. “I saw many Jewish assailans tar- . The whole experience was full of such trying
me she cried and started screaming. She toldmeto  based Arab Higher Commitiee. However, this fig-  women and children. were the first family in  geting the Dome of the Rock with mortar ironies, not least of which was the fact that this
uncle's honse pext door through 2 Bolein  ure has been pediodically contested, mainly by ex- Deir Yissin to be slanghiered by the Jewish ter-  bombs,” says El-Yassini. “Afier o while, we memal centre was initially creaed for the psy-
&?el::l‘lymmakc snre that the rest of the family was  “treme right wing Zionist researchers. They claim  rorists.™ had 1 go to the village of Abu Dies, because in chological rehablln_anon of survivors of the Hol-
still alive. Whea I peered the hole, I saw  that lbe%mgme cannot be more than 120-140. Yet-  Despite the complete destruction of the village, Jerusalem we were constantly under antack. My ocaust and the Nazi concentration camps. I could
horror w‘;‘ could see taces of - _ which was now firmly under Jewish control, [pregnant] mother was overdue m;d on her way ;_mt help wondering whether m;.:e who had II:Tcr.:n
; - 1 m- - - the killing frenzy coprinved unabated. Ac- (o the hospilal with ber brother, Jewish terror- orjunate enough lo survive criminal Nazi
¢ © mblodﬂd iﬁ%fogﬁ lézenwmgat “A JerSh terr ons_t reportmg the cording log Abu Youssef (5) who was 21, “af-  ists threw a bomb at her. She d.lhﬁ E}m the ba:z purge of the Je\lws knew that l:hnay ll\.w:re: hr:&
. " = 17 H ter the battle, the J wok clderly men and  sprvived. We decided to name him Jihad as si cuperating in a place where Arab civilians
they had ll been massacrel.” | prassacre was saying, ‘Minus 15 [0 o b Jo oo oo o o o waned 1o call him.” been massacred by Zionist zangs.
okaramed Hamida." Arabs. Minus 60 Arabs.’ After @ s axpis. They ook hem all. Won- Wandering hrough the compould. af of a sud-
M mutilation and fumilia- . " en who had on them gold and money were . m‘:ehmiamo[nmadmnm!;ﬁlmsn?c
_Rape. H ; i stri of their Aftar had - Foomnoies ) casting station. I tumed round. man bis-
tion were the m""fms,:s”;?ﬁ while his message on .ﬂ'e radio mmmgﬂ'mﬁwmkm 11) Elias Zananiri. Gulf News, 9 April, 1997, tening 1o it was an Arab, who worked in the main-
Yagelo, “hers ‘.""W with t head uarte's was "‘t’s men to the quarry and sprayed them all with ~ Sakakini Caltural Centre website. tenance section of the hospital We asked him
gr?m‘ ly'u‘;sn ‘1; 0 their W (s} q ) bullets. - Dne woman suw her son taken some  (2) Omayma Abdel-Latif. Al-Ahram Weekly, 17 whether he knew of any spacit"jic !:ndmksof the
skarts P wmsts_ 2 L 40 to 60 metres a i where she and the  April, 1997, Deir Yassin massécre. He said he knew nothing,
: and their 1egs “"d‘! ,ﬂ“upemn difficult to count : rcstofl]mwmmqw:mm shot dead. Then  (3) Salman Abu Sema, paper presented to the byt thata friend of his who used to work in the hos-
i dren Wit et Lo ot i the e —————————————— Licy brought Jewish ks o thyow siones af Arab Centr for Futuristic and Developmental  ptal once brought his mother who was originally
| mWSDfY“m,Sm]. i op at an - . i his body, Then, they poured kerosene over his  Research, Cairo, 1596. Poinling to that phase of from Deir Yassin 10 the compound. As soon as she
! bxka.ﬁ“mg“mmmnbodisofbabim." whatever sources we adopl, il remains an U0~ pody and set it ablaze, while the women waiched  Plan Dalet (which aimed ar captoring villages  seq fool there, she started screaming and wailing:
I exeontion vl had vivid crimson or black scars disputed fact that the number of vicims was im-  fom a distance.” along the Tel-Aviv-Jerusalem road from local “This is the place where my father and brother
| Moreover, “soms . fthe wom- ' Medse and horrified the survivors. El-Yassind re- [ giar we s missing.  Palestinian militia), Setta said, “This was the were buichered before my own eyes.™ She went on
the left side of their throats. One o . h 5 > we gathered 1o check who was g . : Te | K y own eyes.
! down , against her body. The bullet calls, “T remember hearing a Jewish terrorist who  we were brought to Jaffa Gate in Jerusalem by the  cas¢, always: Suromnding the village from  pointing framtically to other where women
' “m’m’b“bymmmdmedﬂrbaby. was tooring the village and reporting the mas-  Argh Higher Comminee. Each of us was looking  three sides, and leaving the fourth open. The  neighbours and their children had fallen_ The hos-
had passed e her stomach, cutting side-  S2cTe, saying, “Minus 15 Arabs, Minus 60 Arabs. for a son. a davghter, 2 sister or a mother.” murder and mutilation was deliberate, and also pital administration, the man added, called the po-
& Someone had slit open trying to kill ber - Afier 2 while his message on the radio 1o head- “Tne elderly men were told 10 remove the dead, e Jeaving of a sumber of survivors to recounl  Jice who whisked her away.
quariers becare: ‘It’s 1o count. ™ Fifieen-  poth Arabs and Jews. They took the bodies of the  the story. These massacres were one of their : :

Nidal Rafa is a gradunte of Haifa University and
mmor of the Arab Rights Labby in the Israeli
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- Centre of speculation

Foreigners are fiocking to the Egyptian stock market —
and, as sherine Abdel-Razek discovers, they're bring-

ing their investment banks with them

Foreign interest in the Egyp-
uan stock market is on the
tise. Each day, more investors
are éntering the market in
search of shares in profit-
Wi oo Showis prspecs.
wi A
Usually, these investors are
accompanicd by  repre-
sentatives of international fi-
nancial institutions. brokers,
investment bankers and fund
managers, seeking Licences to
;::t. up businesses in the mar-

Figures released by the
Egyptian Stock Exchange
show that foreign share-
holdings represent 53 per cent
of overall market mrnover
during 1997 the highest level
for foreign investment since
the 1992 revival. While fig-
ures for the first quarter of

eigners had fled the market in
the aftermath of the Luxor ar-
tack and Southeast Asian my-
moil, Ibrahim, at 2 seminar at
the Cairo Centre for Economic
Information, declared that not
only bas there been censtant
growth in foreign investments,
but buy orders far exceeded
selling actvity.

QOut of the LE9.§ billion
worth of shares traded by for-
eigners in the 18-month period
ending March 1998, buying
orders accouated for LE6.8
billion.

Such increases in foreign ac-
tivity have in the past atways
raised fears that the Egyptian
market might go the way of
other emerging markets, run-
ning headlong into a crisis on
the lines of the Mexican crash
of three years ago. Minister of

nance Corporation (IFC), the

1998 are sill 10 be released,
experts estimate that foreign
ransactions since the be-
ginning of the year will
amount to some LEI.B4 bil-

Economy Youssef Boutros
Ghali last week sought to
calm these fears by saying that
the rise in forsign investments
does not represent a threat, as

lion. it contributes only a minimal
Furthermore, Abdel-11 Ib- percentage of the Gross Na-
. rahim, chairman of the Capital donal Product (GNP). Tarek

Allouba, senior investment of-

Market Authority (CMA), last
ficer with the International Fi-

week denied rumours that for-

Designs on the desert

A NUMBER of Egyptian businessmen living in Canada have de-
cided to form a group of specialised investment companies which
will undertake several projects in the Toshka region once mfra-
structural work there has been completed.

Another group of businessmen have also decided to obtain
20.000 feddans in Toshka to be cultivaied with appropriate crops,
1000 feddans being allotted to each investor.

Head of the Desert Rehabilitation Authority Engineer Mahmoud
Abu-Sedeira said that 25,000 feddans were available for every
major investor in Toshka. for reclamation, agriculture and in-
dustrialisation projects.

One businessman living in Canada has expressed the desire to
establish the first project to export Egyptian sand. at a cost of 50
million Canzdian dollars. Another project using the Sinai desen
sands to manufacture crystal is also under way.

Another investor has said he will lannch an $80 million project
using excess Canadian buner to prime the Egyptian dawy in-
dustries. as well as exporting bitrer to Arzb and Africar coun-
tries.

The suggestions all came in the wake of the expatriate Egyptian
businessmen’s conference held in Cairg last week.

The ministerial committee supervising the South Velley project,
headed by y Prime Minister and Minister of Agriculture
Youssef Wali and Minister of Public Works and Water Resources
Mahmoud Abu Zejd, have said they will undertake extensive
field visits after the Bairam holiday §o prepare for laying the
foundations of the giant LE 1.07 billion pumping-station at Tosh-
ka.

Abu Zeid said that the Egyptian and international companies
chosen to constrict the station have taken possession of the site
and are currently installing honsing-units for workers, as well as
gyound-sensors for the digging operations.

Banking on expansion

THE COMMERCIAL International Bank (CIB) has maintained
its good performaece. posting profits of LE 267.6 million through
the year ending December 1997. This represents a 10.9 per cent
increase on 1996.

The bank hopes to capitalise on its success at its general as-
sembly meeting on 21 April. when shareholders will decide
whether 1o raise CIB"s issned and paid in capital by LE250 mil-
lion to LE750 million.

According to Reuters, CIB hopes to raise LE150 million by
capitalising some of its reserves. These reserves will be changed
into free shares with a par value of LE100 each. CIB is also plan-
ning to issue shares to a value of LE100 million to existing share-
holders and employees to cover the balance.

CIB led the market last week in terms of volume of trans-
actions. It comnered 14.46 per cent of total market turnover with
shares worth LE47.152 million changing hands. While the shares
ended at LE 63, up LE1.37. market experts forecast that they
might reach LE67 by the time of the general assembly ing.

The bank is 42 per cent owned by the National Bank of Egypt.
one of te four ian public banks. Other shareholders include
the World Bank’s Internationa! Finance Corporation, the Arab In-
vestment C y, CIB employees and other small investors.
CIB was the Egyptian company to register its shares as
GDRs for trading on international markets.

CYOUR MILES X 2 = A

far First, Business and Econe

hange.
Nevertheless, not all sectors
of the E
the same a#ppeal for foreign

pyptian market have

not only have good
prospects, but also enjoy large
capitalisation, so
stock is highly liquid This

that the

gramme and [0

foreign interest is increasing
as Egypt's commilment o a
serious  pdvatisarion
nec-liberal

World Bank’s irvestment ecopomy  policies
arm, agreed with Ghali. Ac- becomes more and
cording to Allouba, it is even 3 morne e_wdcnt. This
hard to say whether the level wend is also, El-
of foreign investments in Mahdy  believes,
is high or low com- - - : more
pared to other emerging mar- financial m-
kets, as each case has its own Stitutions to set up
disdnct characteristics. How- business m Egypt
ever, he felt confident enough Beside the Brtish
to rule qut the possibility of a HSBC invesmment
major crisis in Egypt “This is bank, where El-
a mamre market, with many hl\'el:;hdl w:‘htk&gi%
companies floated and sound vywei
economic fundamentals over- financial groups are
all,” he explained. invading the Egyp-
Most of the foreign interest tisn macker. Flem-
is concentrated on companies | ings and ING Bar-
which enjoy some measure of ings have set %
international recognition. This n
group includes those listed on companies.
the IFC Investable Index and Hermes  es-
those with Global itory > timates there are
Receipts (GDRs)  traded begween - foor and
abroad. Currently there are 54 wnds @ limit interest to cer- Mfoms:minvsmgﬂ:hﬁg:
companies listed oa Tain sectors: cement, housing, MANAZErs workin
the IFC index, and about six banking and contracting activ-  Egyptian stock market.
companies whose shares trade ities. As El-Mshdi says, those
as GDRs on the London Stock El_-Mahdy points out that companies would not be here

ol wouald prove profitable. .

Opening up Europe

Negotiations for the proposed Egypﬁan—EU partnership agreement are almost complete.
Niveen Wahish follows the last moves of the end game

AMBASSADOR Gama! Bayoumi,
chief delegate to the Egypt-EU parmer-
ship talks, has announced that the nego-
dations over the proposed agreement
will soon be completed and that the two
sides will have a package ready fol-
lowing the final round of discussions
scheduled to end late this month.

“We will refer this package to the po-
litical level on both sides for the final
decision,” Bayoumi told Al-Ahram
Weekly.

Two meetings have been held during
the past conple of moenths, the first in
Brussels last February, while the second
closed last week in Cairo.

The two meetings witnessed a number
of Egyptian triumphs. According to

Bayoum:. Egypt succeeded in con--

the Europeans to include an ar-
ticle allowing for regional cumulation
within the section on the rules of origin.
This article allows products using input
from other Arab-Mediterranean coun-
tries to be classed as of Egyptian origin.
“This way the agreement will be a cat-
alyst to strengthening Arab relasions,”
Bayourmi commented, adding that this
article will not only be included in fu-
tun: agreements with other Med-
iterrapean Arab countries, but will also
be added to the existing agreements
with Tunisia and Morocco. However he
pointed out that for full cooperation to
be realised, south Mediterrancan Arab
coumries will first have o form an
Arab-Med free trade area adopting the
same mules of origin as the EU-
Mediterranean agreements.

Both sides have also agreed that dur-

ing a transitional period, the duration of
which has not yet been specified,

will continue to apply the drawback sys-
tem by_whichoc;lstoms charged on im-
ported impuis of exported products are
refunded to the exporter. Following the
transitional period, the drawback system

by Egypt and the customs charged by
the EU so as to put them on an equal
footing with EU producers and not bur-
den them with extra expenses.

Regarding inteflectnal property rights,
Egypt has stated that it intends to make
full use of the transitional period o
which it is entitled under the GATT
agreement. “The agreement we will sign
will allow uvs to maintain the privileges
granted to us by the Trade Related In-
tellectual Rights agreement
(TRIPS),” said Bayoumi, adding that
following the tramsitional petiod, Egypt
will apply international standards of
"Another’ issue which was tackled by
negotiators during their meeting in Cai-
ro was the residency of Egyptians with-
inEl:lc?“:;nries.inhliis_lopiatthp
agrec: Egyptians living legally in
the EU will be treated fairly and with-
out discrimination. In return, Egypt

jan agricultural ex-
ports on an footing with its in-
dustrial While the proposed

the same position as agricultural ex-
ports. On this issue, the EU has recently
proposed wading concessions on cus-
toms duties. However, accdrding "to

‘vities on the Egyptian market .

Bayoumi, this is not satisfactory: “wisas -

we want Is market access”, - .
These two issues, agriculmre and pro-
cessed agr-products, will loom large

among the outstanding bosiness o be |

tackled by representatives at the third

and fina] meeting scheduled to take

agreed to cooperate In ensuring the re- place late April or early May 1998.
pattiation of all Egyptians living illegal-  Another topic fundamental o the
ly in the EU. - agreement is that of the dismantling of

While these jssues have been agreed

from the EU merits more respect. Ac-
i Bayoumi, Egypt’s wheat im-
the EU alone are worth more
of its agricultural expons 1w
this end, Bayouwmi observed,
5 interest that it should
into consideration that Egypt is a
importer of agricnitural products.”
e added that t had previously
stated its demands and is now awaiting
a political decision,
The issue of agricultare remains a
thomy one because the EU does not

]
l

T
e
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customs duties on Egypt's industriaf
imports from the EU. The two sides
this will place in

The first phase will in-

volve Iiberalising raw materials and
capital goods markets, the second wili
Iift customs on production inputs, while
the third will deal with final products.
The third phase is scheduled to start
seven years after the ratification of the
agreement, which process itself will

take almost three years. “Therefore cus-

toms duties will aot be lifted on final

prodocts for 10 years.” said Bayoumf, -

adding I:?a: in I:he_n_leangme_a pro-
e for modernising Egyptian in-
dustry would begin immediately. “Al-

most 51 billion have been allocated by -

the EU for the first three years. of the
modernisetion  programme,. which
means that we can start enhancing the
mty of Egyptian industry 10 years

oumi.

. . . : . - o
Connecting with Egypt
Representatives of several US states were in Cairo last week seeking to forge
contacts in Egypt for over 250 small and medium-sized American companies -

Air France.

g Winning the hearts of the world.

Egypt was, this year, the last stop on the itinerary
of the Multi-State Catalog Exhibition organised
annually by the United States Department of Com-
merce. The exhibition, which also visited New
Delhi, Mumbai and Kuwait, i designed to pro-
mote the latest products, technology and services
moﬂ’eredbymomﬂ:an?.SOUSﬁrmsandtoa—

ish representation, joint ventures or licensing
arrangements. Niveen Wahish visited the exhibi-

tion.

Under the title “Business and Industry USA 958™,
the event brought to the region representatives of
the states of Georgis, Iowa, Maryland, North Car-
olina, Ohio and Virginia, as well as officials from
the US t of Commerce representing
businesses from elsewhere in the US.

The businesses on display at the exhibition cov-
er a variety of sectors ranging from agricultural
equipment, cosmetics #nd COmMpuler software to
restaurants. )

Kevin Langston, Director of International Pro-
grammes for the [nternational Trade Division of
the ia Department of Industry, Trade and
Tourism, explamed that the exhibition had not
come to Egypt for several years, because
year they need to tap new markets, This year,
however, the organisers have chosen 10 include
two Middile Eastern centres, “We picked oat Ku-
wait and Cairo becanse we thought they both have
a lot of potential, and are both receptive to Amer-
ican products,” said Lapgston.

Althongh the aim of the exhibition is to seek
representation, joint ventures or licensing arrange-
ments for the companies, Langston believes that

M| “this is a first step that wounld lead to investmen:

i;dmend.“Headded.“’I‘hingsa'eabycmﬁnuum.
company would generally start out by expontin,
toammmenwhenmereissuﬁcientmmkﬂg.

they will set up a distribution centre, then they
may start manufactaring.” )

On a similar note, Nancy G. Hesser, Inter-
national Trade Specialist at the US Department of
Commerce, said that pant of the role of the De-
partment is to introduce US businesses to new
markets and educate them as 10 what works well.
“If we put them in contact with Egyptiaa finms
that come to the fair, those Egyptian companies
may be able to explain and negotiate various kinds
of business agreements beyond distibution,” she
said, adding that “we create the initial contact and
hope thar dialogue will continue and long-term re-
lationships will form."” '

According to Hesser, Egypt was chosen because
the US Department of Commerce recognises that
it is a very dynamic market which offers good op-
portunities for trade with the US, ..

“We want to encourage US ies to be in-
vqﬁedinthegmwﬂ:oftheEgypﬁanmmtet."she
sai

Spelling out another purpose of the exhibition,
SMc;I;i J. Vogelm%ce fl:h.edm of the Eastern

lerranean o Georgia Department
of Industry. Trade and Towrism, said that the ex-
hibition facilitates communicarion between busi-
nessmen from the two coungries. It helps the or-
ganisers identify needs of the potental markets
which they did not know existed, s well as ac-
quainting local businessmen with opporunities
that they were not aware of,

Commenting on the choice of Egypt mmd Ku-

wait, Vogelmap said that there is a new eaviron-
ment for investment and development in the
whole region. He added that the privatisation and
liberalisation of the region's economy arc at-
tracting businessmen o come and look for new

customs are lifted,” said Bay-

‘Public sector "
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The exact size of debts of pablic sector companies

slated for privatisation has long been shrouded in
mystery. Although most privatisation experts coit-
cede that banking debis are probably the most &if-
ficult problem facing privatisanon. the govern-
ment bas always failed to give specilic debt

figures.

in 1993, guvpegnncnl officials announced that pab-
licseaorcompaniesowedatomldebtofLEﬁﬁ bil-
licn to banks and suppliers. Recendy, however, a
report submitted by the Ceniral Auditing Agency
(CAA) to the People’s Assembly gave new figures
about debts in pubiic sector companies. According
to the repost, debts owed to banks by poblic sector

companies (overdmaft bomowing from banks) .

chimbed from LE23.1 billion in June 1995 1o
LE?6.9 billion i June 1996. The CAA report

-argued that althongh the govemment's efforts in

ing the size of public sector debts showed
signs of paying off in the first two years of the pri-
vatisation programme, much more is urgently
needed to belp pablic sector companies pay off
soating debts which affect privatisation and the
-state budget. .
The CAA report, which was the subject of two
weeks of heated debates in the assembly’s Plan
and Budget Committee, sorprised parliamentarians
by . ing the exact
owed by pablic sector cornpanies to banks, but
also by a mumber of government and private and
public agencies to public sector companies them-
selves. ing to the while banks were
owed LE26.9 billion in debts in 1996 by public
sector companies, the. amount of debts owed by
several govemnment and public and privare agen-
cies to public sector companies increased from
LE37.9 billion in June 1995 to LEALY in June
1996. The amount, the report added, accounts for
.52.1 pex cent of Investments in public sector cor-
panics, which wer, estimiaied a1, LES0.1 billion in
1996. “Most of these latier are the value of

- credit and goods provided by public sector com-

panies 1o government, private and public clients,™
the report said. "I‘hedill:tsalsomatpub!ic
sector companies'are in fact a creditor 10 others
rather than a debtor,™ it added. .

The report also said that it is these huge debis
owedmpnbl‘l’cf:s;toﬁ—qm n ﬂmt_ledt!oa
chronic crisis in es, forc-
chronic cii of cash iy I compaics |

MP Nawal Ei-Tatawi, a former minister of econ-

policies in Egypt. “For years, most public sector
companies were not nen on sound economic bases.
For exampie, for years it was taken for granted that
public sector jes should supply govem-
ment and public apencies with the goods and prod-
ucts they need without recejving cash in retumn.
But a number of public sector contracting com-
panies failed to recover the costs of several pro-

" jects they were mstructed by the

o
can'xominthzlast?jyears,"ﬂ-'[atawisaid.Ac-
cording to El-Tatawi, Privatisation Law No. 203 of
1991 was a tuming point in the economic history
of Egypt because it exposed some of the most se-

rous weaknesses in public sector companies, es- _

pecially their debts. -

Tolba Ouida, chairman of the assembly’s Plan.
andBudgetCommu:tee, said that before the
ulgation of the privatisation [aw n 1991, all public
SECLor companies were treated as affiliates to sev-
eral gom\;:gment ministries. “Government min-
istries ignoted paying the costs of projects im-
plemented and goods supplied by these companies
8s long as they were treated as their affilizies and:
under their fnancial and administrative jurisdic-
tion,” Ouida said. He added that whar Jed govern-
ment ministries to ignore paying the costs incurred
by their affiliated companies in implementing pov-
erumeqt projects or supplying goods was that bud-
getary ons to povernment ministries were
not always enough to meet their needs for goods
&Tﬁ.ﬂtbemmeaviciousdmma:ﬂasa

public sector companies are not o blame
Actonting o e A msart -

to the out of a toral debt

of LE41.7 billion owed to public sector com-

pames,LE13.2wasduein19£alone.Oinofﬂlis

amount, the report added, government debts ac-

counted for LE7.4 billion or 55.8 per cent. Most of

government debts, said the repart, are owed 1Q
public sector companies in the cofton, electricity,
*The problem is acute in some companies which
are oot on the privatisation list, such as the Arab
g;ngmm Company (Ai%)b The money owed
tﬂ - L
CF676,3 million.” e rgort s~ T

The CAA report also indicated that debts owed.

by private sector agents to public sector
account for LE1.8 billion or 13.8 per cent oat of 2
total LE13.2 billion. As for debts owed by publi
Sector companies.to each gther,

LEA4 billion, or 30.4 per cent. ey socoun: for
_ _Atd:eendofthedd:am.thc'mmmineeagmed
Wwith ﬂ:ereport'srenonhnendnﬁmsthazthegw-

emm.entshnﬂdhelppublicsectorcommm' that .
arenddladwitbhugcdebtsto.re'cﬁfymd,ﬁ..'

nancialsiumﬁonm:dmermen-mmwy

good thing that the government decided 1o seq -
: - Priva proceeds to pay off -
their debts, Ouxdasa.\d.“Butﬂ:isshOuldb?goni-'

apart half of the privacisation

piemented by helping them reach & final debs deat
with banks and privatising some of their high-

vahmasscts-inanamempnogmm:emable-”.

cash liquidity.”
Edited by_Ghada Ragab
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--Ahram:

iemt times, E e e e .- .

0 all sides by dese“l :?l:resx UL T i

F are spread by the winds an
Y are exposed to abrupt chang‘i
pera and sadden rainfalis,

prone to ocular djseases, Thig

°t°d by Herodows who de.
4 p;;’:lzﬂsmncal work 1o

DAl ’m s al
atment of ailments Sﬂe'i',"f

oRjunCtivitis is np less .prev-

it was in the

jit may have become more
g 28 a result of the negligence

sngis of the Populace, as the

the open air, permitting
thymal.lnd col:dm cause the sup-
es oc isease

al blindoess.” o
in extract from de Chabrol's

e well-known book Déscrip- -
levyple. DCChﬂbl‘OLoneof[he R —'. " T '_ _ '_

[Napoleon had brought with ponam. soctal concerns to whscb w'e

b _expedition to Egypt, lisied must turn oprselves in Egypt is the ed-

s along with other epidemic ucation of the blind who, up until the

Egypt at the time, such as present, have been treated as idle crea-

ff dysentery and smallpox. So  tures, without work, who live off the

} were cye diseases, and not- body of Egyptian society.” The news-
nctivitis, that he poted that Paper was quick to point ont that many
jevery five Egyptians wore a2 blind men worked 2s instructors in the
er their eyes. kuitab (elementary religious) schools
N istics may not have been where learning was based largely on
rb} lime of the writing of rote memorisation. They were par-

t deT"Egypre. a century or so ticularly adept ar this, the newspaper
pnvention for the Betterment observed, due ro the strong memories
nstances of the Blind, held they developed in order 1o compensate

P| 1911, noted that there were  for their blindness. Indeed, certain kut-
¥ly 150,000 blind people in  1abs acquired excellent rcputations.
sl'a similar qumber ormore of Omne instance . was the Margoush
dpd in one eye™ Several School which specialised in teaching
s¢r, Al-Ahram cited figures the blind and deaf. The newspaper,
of- However, regardless of the however, deplored the fact thar the
. the proportion of the vis- unomber of deaf and blind students re-

ed was enormons. ceiving educitional servicés was in de-
gfhe convention and the Al-  cline. In 1911 & wrote, “There are only

o1 suggest, early 20th cen- 40 blind studemts in the Sheikh Saolei-
of vas witness to a growing man Kuttab and abont- 15 in Al-Sayida

modernising the reatment Aisha Al-Nabawiya Kuttib and their

s then the primary cause of education is largely restricted to learn-
_Egypl — granular con-  ing how to recite the Qur'an.”

his, was the period that saw ent efforts in this domain

an the quack formulas daln back 1o the establishment of the

‘ herbal powders — which School for the Education of the Blind
Staused further inflammation founded under the Khedive Ismail in
bbhndness—lotheuseof-ls'lO.Whenit the school bad

nd surgery. a total pumber of 114 smdents.
gssionaries were perhaps the It also had a department for the deaf.
gablish clinics to improve The school was funded by a yearly
conjunctivitis and sanitary subsidy of LE2,000 from the Mmistry
p Cairo, Alexandriz and the of the Awgaf (religious e.ndowments}
pitals. Perhaps the most fa- Tt was unfortanately forced 1o close in
onunumity of nuns who es- 1889 when this subsidy was cut off.
Je Seb’ Banat (the seven If the policies of the British occupa-
ht, which gave its name to tion are owed any credit for furthering
Qthat was used for the meat- . the cause of educating the bliad, it is
Cqnjunctivitis. However, the due to the fact that their cut-backs on
idtoo, began 10 give some at-  bud, allocations 1o public educa- ; seco
Ale treatment of this-disédss- ' tionand their abolition” of free educa-
: what were: known 25 “mo- - tion stimuoiated 2 rush.to open, pdvate |
". In his annual report for_ . or -community schools. While these,
o Cromcr. the ‘British high "schools, largely the product of the en-
. observed that two such - deavoors of relatively affluent Egyp-
bitals™ already existed and * tian philan ists, were intended to
nment intended to pot two  fill the gap by the declining gov-
ration, pending es- - ernment interest in public education,
PRr permanent clinics for the many offered services to the needy,
ocolar diseases in all pro- such as orphans, destitmte women and
P . Lord Cromer added on those suffering particnlar medical ail-
umsnc note that “eye'dis- ments. Of the latter, the vispally im-
as 10 weaken paired constined 2 significant cat-
pl bracacating thern entirely.” ‘egory.
ued that suck 2 project  To be fair to the cause of historical
Mgch to alleviate the spread  accuracy, a debt of gratitde js due 1o
es and. consequently, re- “the many private Buropeans living in
dag of blindness among the Egypt at the time who founded a large
ble. number of educational societies ded-
ouf00, devoted attention to icated ro the service of the needy and
thelie blind. On 30 December  the blind in panticular. Particular men-
“One of the most im- ton should be made of Mr and Mrs

st
10

mg
Cinnel 1 widens its satellite audience Il-u-ﬁmnlml

Jjuskn Television — Channel Ons — has ex-
EnGreliie broadeasting service so as the channei
m.l viasatellrtemtheUSA.SouhemCanada.

Abico and the Caribbean islands. Viewers in
Ibeabletoreuewemessgnalwmac-band

for
raqulrements for reception hence mcluder
. &btz slot-ssdagrsesm h'ansponder

signed to promote joint trade and

1o include a dis- opemﬁngm13vanoussectors

that p of intemational businessmen,

an, Arab and other inter- Gommissxon(Ec) which strongly befleves that ) _
:ss-?h such meetings are essential for pro-  “choosa the Egyptian delegation which will take - Chemicals, plastic and rubber
lead1 moting long-tarm cooperation part [n the conference. - Equipment and machinery
t - among nations. . The Partenariat Conference will involve - Medical products and samples
al Bank of Egyp e EC in Bussels has delegated  around 3,000 companies from a loial of 50 - Communication and infra-
the Egypfian European Association  countries. it, ike previous EU partenariat con-  structure -
for Economic and Soclal Develop-  ferences, will give Egyptian companies the op- - Wholesale trade and consumer Deposits -
ment — affiliatéd to the German- portunity 1o meet and make contacis for long- products il

national uompanleé. “The conference is de-
among small- and -medium-sized companies
The programme is financed by the Eurcpean

Hermitage who fouuded a private
school for the blind at Zeitwun in Cairo
and of Couniess Amamit who opened
a similar school in Alexandria. How-
ever praiseworthy such privawe en-
deavours, Al-Ahram observed, they
were insufficient to meet the demand
for these services in Egvpt Both
schools together had a total eorollment
of no more than 60 students. Perhaps it
was as a resnlt of public pressure. ex-

by mewspapers such as Al-
Ahram. that the occupaztion authorities
took an important siep towards the
“betterment of the conditions of the
blind”. In his annual report for 1903,
Lord Cromer wrole, “The government
has iaken omt a long-term lease on the
premises of the Zeitun School. &t a
nominal rent. and is now providing an
annual subsidy of LES00 1o the school.
The government has also solicited do-
natons from the poblic ‘which has
been generously forthcoming.” The
new influx of revenues enabled the
school to expand its curriculum and fa-
cilities. Al-Akram reports, “A very as-
tute instructor was brought over from
England and students will be able to
learn other crafis beyond basket and
rafian weaving.” Of more significance
in the long run, the Zeitun School for
the Blind appears to be the first such
school to introduce Braille. On a more
curious note, Al-Ahram reported that
the school received a large donation of
military oniforms “for the students 10
wear during the military exercises they
perform under the sopervision of sev-
eral Egyptian officers.”

While many Europeans may be cred-
fted with establishing services for the
needy and introducing the ethics of
philanthropic work in Egypt during the

second half of the 19th ceatury, by the
beg;mmng of the 20th century this spir-

it had become irigrained and .continued .

to gain in.momentum in Egyptian so-_
ciety. One factor that made this pos-

sible was the growth of an affluent ur-
ban and rural upper class that could

provide the financial impetus for such |

endeavours. The Egyptian press. too,
played an important role in nurturing
the spirit which gave rise to the es-
tablishment of many charitable in-
stitutions during this period in general,
and, with regard to the 1opic in hand,
sacieties for the blind in particolar. Al-
Ahram, for example, enthusiastically
lauded the charitable contributions of
many beks and pashas whom it would
bill with such flanering epithets as
“the great philanthropist™ or the “mu-
nificent benefactor™.

It is also noteworthy, in terms of the
development of Egyptian society, that

| -.

o

: . Bow dones
'l"ll"‘lle-p:nhd-tnnn h.-l-.hmqv

] Govemment efforts to care for the bhnd began in
1 1870 with: the establishment of a school for the
- educailon of the blind. But it was clesed 19 years
laier for iack of funds. An ‘official report in 1911 estimated there
. Wwere some 150,000 biind people in the country, with at least an
equa} numbef bhnd in .one .eye. Services volunteered by Eu-
ropeans, fore:gn nuns. and govermment-operated clinics provided
the bu!k of efforts made in the early 20th century to treat eye dis-
edses and help the blmd Dr Yunan Labib Rizk reviews these
efforts irom reports publrshed by AI-Ahram

muny upper class women
were involved in such char-
itable activities as “the bet-
terment of the conditions of
the blind". Thus, while Al-
Alram always en-
thusiastically heralded char-
ity fetes whose proceeds
were  dedicaled w0 im-
proving services for the
blind. i1 gave particular at-
teation to & charity féte of
1909, The féte was inspired
by one heid in Ezbikiva
Gardens the previous year,
under the sponsorship of the khedive
and which brought in donations to-
ualling LE|75. The féte of 1909, how-
ever, was upnique in that, as 4/-Akram
agdvertised. “only women are to anend”™.
No efforts were spared to make it qaite
a splendid event. “His Royal Highness
the Khedive has issued a noble decree
ordering his personal roval band to
play at the celebrations in the intervals
between the various sporting events.”
Also, the minister of education had ar-
ranged for students from varicus ele-
mentary and secondary schools 1o take
part in the sporting events, and the
commander of the British forces ar-
ranged for the regiment of Scottish
Guards “to perform rounds of Scottish
dances and fencing mawches.™ The [2ie
took place on 30 January, “under the
sponsorship of Their Royal High-
nesses, the mother of the khedive and
the wife of the khedive,” Al-Ahram re-
ports. “Also performing was the il-
lustrions singer Sheikh Youssef Al-
- Manilawi, who delighted the audience
with his enchanting wvoice, thereby
fending his noble services to this lofty
charitable endeavour.”
The Foaxth Conference for the Bener- _
ment of the Circumstances of "the:

Blind. beld in Gairo between 20 and.25.

February 1911, marked an important -
landmark in this particular field of phil-
anthropic work. The conference, the
first of s kind in Egypt, did much to
draw the acention of public opinion
and the press to the cause. The confer-
ence mel every three years in different
cites around the world. Its previous
meeting, held in Naples in 1908, was
atiended by Dr Mohamed Alawi, a fa-
mous comemporary Egyptian oph-
thalmologist, who had convinced his
fellow participants to hold the fol-
lowing meeting in Egypt and was elect-
ed secretary-genera] of the conference
in Cairo in 1911,

The conference was held at Shep-
heards Hotel. Al-Ahram took the occa-
sion 10 anpounce that “the Railways
Anthority has offered the conference

BT =~ — omm s e

UIBUOH WU LONDNST

members 2 50 per cent reduction on
railway tickets, and varfous maritime
and hotel companies have offered sim-
ilar reductions on their prices.” Papers
a1 the conferénte were delivered in five
languages.

The general purpose, as billed by Af-
Ahram, was to examine the means that
would be conducive to the betrterment
of the circumsiances of the blind, the
possibilities of establishing an institute
for the education of the blind in EgyptL
Also on the agenda were two Jarge ban-
quets, one a1 the Barrages at Qanater
and the second in the hotel, “during
which the guesis will receive com-
memorative medallions with the face of
His Royal Highness engraved on one
side and Mohammed Ali Mosque on
the other.”

The mewspaper also announced that
the conference would featre an ex-
hibit. “displaying all the equipment and
material necessary to educate the blind,
along with the names of their man-
ufaciurers and the prices.”

One of the highlights of the confer-
ence occurred during the inaugural cer-
emonies, when Dr Alawi stunned his
audience with the announcement that a,
"British " philanibiropist had donated
LEA40.000 for the weatment of ocular

.diseases .in Egypt. The sum was enor- .,

mous by the siandards of the age.

The papers delivered at the confer-
ence covered a range of sobjects. “The
optimum means to combat the causes
of blindness” was the title of Dr Sa-
meh’s report Lo the audience. In the en-
suing discussion, one participant sug-
gested thm the Egyptian govermnment
should dedicate five per cent of the tax
revenues allocated to education to-
wards the constuction of ocular dis-
ease hospitals in every provincial cap-
ital.

It should also award honorary ranks
and medals to those individuals who
undertake this charitable work. Other
papers at the conference discussed
practical educational concerns. such as
the instuction of Esperante and short-

A D___lwan of contemporary life

hand in schools for the blind. Another,
entitled “Crafts and industries which
can eam the blind money™. en-
gendered a discussion of the types of
Jobs suilable for the hlind. such as
work in telephone exchanges and tele-
graph offices. Ahmed Zaki, “the
sheikh of Ambism™ as he was called at
the lime. presented a summary of Al-
Safudi's Encyclupedia of the Blind us-
ing this work 1o demonsirate that the
Arabs used raised leiters in order to in-
struct the blind before the Evropeans
invenied Braille.

Zaki’s lecrure was so well appreciat-
ed that the conferenve commitier is-
sued a statement of gratitude 10 the
publishing house ~for its care and pre-
cision in printiag this  invaluable
work.” while Al-Alram promoted the
sale of the book. “which can be found
for 15, 20 or 35 piastres, according 10
the quality of the paper.”

In order 10 help disseminate the
work of the conference. one of the
members. Dr Naguib Kahijl, offered 10
translate all the papers inte Arabic and
compile them into a book which
would be given to the School of the
Blind in Zeiten. Again, Al-Ahram lem
its backing: .

“Most of the papers that were pre-
sented in the conference, as well as
the ensuing discussions, were of a
general nature, devoid of specialised
medical theory and vocabulary. They
make enjoyable reading for all. par-
tcularly Egyptians. whose cherished
country suffers from widespread oc-
ular diseases more than any other
country.”

The conference had another im-
portant spin-off effect. In March of the
following vear, a group of Egyprian
notables and prominent expatriates
formed the Society 1o Aid the Blind.
Up 1o this point. in spite of the many
charitable societies that had been es-
tablished in Egypt, there had been no
society especiully dedicated to the
blind. Al-Alram welcomed the idea
enthusiastcally. “We are certain that it
will attract the corntributions of thou-
sands of noble-minded men and wom-
en.” It wrote.

Dr Alawi, who was selected as the
sociery's first secrerary-general, gave
the inaugural address. in which he out-
lined the origins of the society. The
idea 10 esiablish this society, he said,
dated back to the first Egyptian Med-
tcal Conference in 1902. The confer-
ence included several papers on the
nature of ocular diseases in Egypt and
methods of combating them. Dr Alawi
continued to advocate the idea in the

successive Conferences for the Better-
‘ment 'of the Circumigtipces of “the ="'

‘Blind.” Folloqug lhe Joairo ¢ nfcr—
ence, he ‘met w 5 %eroup of ‘par-
icipants’ who "agreed to promote the
call to dignitaries and upstanding in-
dividuals of humanitarian sentiments
to participate in this noble and ben-
eficial project.” Dr Alawi's appeal
was highly successful.

Epypt’s first society for the blind
drew an initlal membership of ap-
proximately 250 “Egyptian notables

and foreign residents in Egypt.”

The author is a pro-
fessor of history and
head of Al-Ahram His-
tory Studies Centre.

National Development Bank
witnesses profit increase

THE NDB's statistics reveal that the Bank has achieved
high growth rates in compérisor to-overalt Bariking growth -
rates, Its total budget reachaed LES.897 billion, compared o
LE4.926 billion in 1996 — a 20 per cent increase in the size
of its transactions. Meanwhile, otal distributed profits
reached LE40.3 million, a 30.5 per cent increase on 1998.
The NDB is also continuing its loans programme — now of-
fered at 26 branches — designed for small businesses and
-gkilled fabour. So far, around 65,000 people have-benefited
from loans which average between LES00 to LE1000.

cooperatlon

Arab Chamber of Commerce (GACC) — 1o car-
ry out this programme and to coordinate be-
tween Egyptian and Dutch companies. It is do-
ing this in cooperation with the Eurcpean
Private Seclor Finance Programme and the
various chambers of commercs, in order 1o

.JBO on the right path

term relations with around 500 major Dutch,
and 2,500 intemational, companies.
The partenariat this year will revolve around

- Paper, fumiture and foam

Cairo:
Heliopolis:

Alexandria:

@ Arab Land Bank ()

22 Abdel-halsk Tharwat St.

114 AHMirghani St

CODW| 3r27 gr1s 317 519 323 35 328 301 472

that
decreased by 1.01 poinis o ragisier
aand brh:emakenmsz against 349.85
the waalk ending 26/3/08.

gepmw

Company

Batdng & Grinding

Alax. Spinning & -
Waeaving _

TelaNasT

National Bank for Dav.
South Calro & Giza for

. THE JUNlOR Buslnassmens Organ

isation (JBO), affiliated to the Ger-
man Arab Chamber of Commerce
{GACC) in Catro, began its activities
by organising a seminar on the en-
vironment law in Egypt and iis ef-
fects economically. The saminar was
attended ‘by a number of business-
mon and officials concemned with the
environment inciuding Dr Tarek Ge-
neina, representative of the minister
for environmental affairs, Engineer
Salem Mashhour, deputy head-of the
chamber and Dr Peter Geopfrich, ax-

toa greener future

ecutwe dlrector of the GACC.
Participants at the seminar dis-
cussed how the Egyptian Environ-
mental Prolection Law No.4/1994
couid be applied properly, and what__
obstacles hinder its application in
private industrial establishments.
According to Bassant Helmy, re-
sponsible for organizsing the junior
businessmen's Initiative, the organ-
isation aims at Increasing young
people’s economie, social and en-
vionmenial awaraness. She added

‘that the Egyptian JBO operates

through the Junior  Intemational
Chamber in New York, which boasts
a membership of more than 400.000
from around 104 countries. Similary,
_he JBO also works with the Federa-
tion of German {ndustrial and Trade
Chambers and the GACC.

The organisation is also aimed at
despening the interest in protecting
our natural environmental resources
and promoting better relations
among the younger generation of
Egyptian-German and  Egyptian-
European peoples.

Ismaijliaz
Orabi Square

Opening soon

25 Abdel-Sallam Aref

Mohandessin:

6th of Ocotber City:
Under construction )

- _9th Eu_ropeali Partenariat in Holland, 11-12 June 1998

- Textiles
- Construction industries
- Metallurgical industries

the following sectors: - Electronics
- Computers, machinery and communications - Services
- Foods and bevera

Credit - Investment
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. Isreel was the pri beneficiary of the - i O
gﬂ?mm mdl:edmm have joined the array of events ow | syccegsive cﬁsespnmeen the a;iyesl and . . mated m 5' : i B ef
Do o £2p, where e peace process mi.fs _l;; gg cavo¥ | Baghdad. These criscs enabled [srael to Despite feigned national gccepian s oV .
agam _mﬁdlanon 1 = 2 maiol M P ': i . "ANEY
Asbe left for hame, the bulletiddled body of Mohieddin Al | eagy peyer o e Eawt peace NONChalance, Israel’s signing the Oslo  as
ot & protinent Hamas activist and repuied bomb-maker, | process and the current deadiock arising prime minister is finding it want (o 20 back foc e
was found at the scene of a car bomb explosion in Ramallab. | from Binyamin Netanyahu's intransigence. P want IF g  bact A
Hamas officials s3id he had been shot by Isracli secret agents | The United States and the European Union  @ver more difficult to i L
bafore the blast. which was intended as a cover-up. The Pal- | (1) " represented by Britain, its cument | . had the sympatl _ o
mﬁt‘: aa\g:‘;m}" said its g\‘resl?gauon showedbl:a( HA::: president, appeared to stand aloof from the ignore American and g;;l?:; gf mmhn-' d R
assassinated by fellow Hamas members. - ieie Wi . SN
Icael finally achieved its goal ~ to transform the PA o s | By ybacr e g e ol S n o EUTOPEa@n pressure, writes thc face of the p: -
policeman in the Occupied Temitories? overshadowed all else. lb h- N f- is likely, in the e
] not. Hamas rejected the PA explanation and stuck But as soon as the dust settled and the ranim Narie blame him for T
ta its guns. The Islamist group has vowed revenge against Is- | engion with Iraq ended. diplomatic moves isolation. " Y
faclis at home and abroad. Isracl retorted that any Hamas op- | imed at moving the peace process forward  ish policy which, in our opinion. is “new” sures on him by the US and the EU, close  Trying [o extt R
cration nuuldqbnng_thc_cnumpmcegmcasm_a_hnlt What | ama 10 Lfe again and a confrontation be- by all standards. There has been a change in  scrutiny shows otherwise. Such pressures for In WWCS . : -
peace process” Heaping mfamy upon insult and injury, Israel | tween the major world powers and Isracl European policy under Britain's presidency have become an influential factor in do- threw the ball is puraticn X
has now decided 10 buikd six new settlements between the oc- | pacame inevitable. of the BU. Previously, Britain had tied its mestic Israeli politics, as iflusirated by the  Isracl 5 _opprav: and even: s
cupied West Bank and the Negev Deser. In the space of one week, Israel was in- foreign policy, including its position on the criticism of Netanyahu's extremist policies Resolution 425 This i
In Washingion. the Jewish lobby is flexing its muscles a5 | yp)ved in two confrontations: one with the Middie East, to US pobicy. The new change by some of his political allies. Netanyahu drawai from so ey 1 U
usual. Congressmen from both Houses have demanded that | EYJ which involved a European peace in- in British policy probably reflects a com- may be able to mobilise popular support this conditional fien de |
Do pressure be pul on Isracl 1o accept an American peace plan iative and the British foreign secretary’s mon American-British-European stance in  against exiernal pressures, but he will al- Lebanon. Netar SCisplists
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Boiling
over

The Palestinian Authority
own, has in the past few
days oEFemfd three different
versions of killing of Ha-
mas bombing ll‘:';l[n.‘lert Mo-
bideddin Al-Sharif, finaily
exonerating the Israeli in-
telligence services from the
eharge of having assassinar-
ed Al-Sharif. throwing the
blame instead on financial
and political swife within
the ranks of Hamas.

_Thc PA’s security ses-
vices have, hitherto, offered
no compeiling evidence 1o
refute the charges made by
Hamas and  Al-Sharif's
family, which reject the
PA’s story and insist that
the Israeli secret service,
Mossad. wses responsible
for the Hamas leader’s as-

sassination. Hamas has
also upheld its resolve to
avenge Al-Sharif.

The absence of com-
pelling evidence absolving
Israel of Al-Sharif"s murder
should be weighed against
the compelling circom-
stantia}l evidence in favour
of its involvement. The Is-
racli intelligence services
bad been hunting Al-Sharif
for months — even years.
He was considered the ar-
chitect of the series of ex-
plosions which devastated
Israel after Yehia Ayyash,
who bhad masterminded sev-
eral bomb attacks, was
killed, also by Isracl. Al-
Sharif may have; been killed
by Isreeli agents. or pos-
sibly by the donble agents
active throughomt the Pal-
estinian political spectrum.
This time, through its con-
stant denials, Israel seems
to be giving iiself away.

Since its establishment,
Israel has commonly re-
sorted to assassipation as an

expedient means fo itz pol-

icy ends. By assassinating |-

Ayyash, Israel triggered re-

taliatory suicide bombings-

which clamed 60 [Lives,
precipitated the downfall of -
Peres and the ‘accession of
Netanyshu and the Likud,
and put an end to the peace

Through terrorism and the
physical lignidation of its
enemies. however, Israel
aims at more than the sim-
ple elimination of an en-
emy. as in the case of the
Mossad's failed ateempt to
kill Khaled Mish"al in Jor-
dan. It seeks to counter in-
ternational pressure to hon-
our its commitments under
the peace agreements in or-
der to get the process mov-
ing 2gain. By cresting an
enviromment of intense hos-
tility and violence, Israel is
justifying, to its own people
and to the world at large, its
rejection of any measure
that may serve peace.

In this perspective, US ef-
forts o urge Ismclis and
Palestinians to exercise
self-restraint are totally un-
realistic. - Such US en-
deavours only buttress Is-
racli state terrorism and
prevent the Palestinians
from reteliating or evening
the score, since Hizbuliah
in southern Lebanon has
taught Israel the dangers of
such retaliation.

Hamas' may have com-
plied recently with the 1’:31—
estinian Authority’s nrging
that it suspend operations

against Isracl, in the hope

that some progress would
be achieved But with the
assassination of one of its
leaders. threats to escalaie
the violence against
would be fully justified.
Does Israel truly wish to
see an end to violence
againsi its own people?
Does it seek to help the Pal-
estinian Authority abide by
jis commitments o security
guarantees, which .
luctance to withdraw from
Palestinian Land? Oo 1the
. it is quite clear
E:D:tu[:rrgel seeks 1o maintain
a certain level of insecunty
and violence, beyond IS
noine  security $-
%veithom this process of vi-
olence and counterviolence,
leracl cannot sustain 1S
conﬁnl.lEd Occupauon Of
Pajestinian iland omn any
_ In other words,
when the Palestinians re-
frain from violence, Israel

deliberately _incites  their |

— the situs-
tfilgr{ created by Al-Sharif’s
assassination.

- cent plus the 3 per cent already under
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y than an cxercise in journalistic laxonomy,
e Fallowing the nationalisation of the press in 1960, Egyp-
— o, tan newspapers lost their competitive edge and, con-
. = - sequently, much of their vitaliry. Readars began ro turn (o

The “vellow press™ relies on fabricaled seandals, false re-
ports and unsubstantiated rumour. Its aims are blackmail
and distortion of the teuth. In this sense, it does not exist in
= the Arab world. True, Arab and Egyptian newspapers are
given 10 sensationalism, a trend rooted in political rivairy
before 1952 and popular among 2 passionately nationalist
public. Political adversaries may have called sensmionafist
publications “yellow™. But this was a form of hyperbole,
mtended to Laint the reputalion of Lthese newspapers, rather

Arabic-language newspapers published abroad. which of-
fered more comprehensive coverage, more independent
analysis, and more inteliectual diversity.

In respense to this challenge, Egypuan press institutions
= began to rejuvenate therr publications. Others began 1o
— - ; publish ocutside the national press establishment, which
covld no lenger absorb the enormous numbers of young
and gifted journalists.

One paper in particular was in the process of restoring
the passion that has been missing from —
the Egyptian press for so long. its impetu-
ousness spilled over into the occasional
folly, leading 1o the closure of the news-
paper. bui this gives no one the right 1o
condemn the journalists who worked
there. Their methods cannot be described
as “yelow journalism™.
needed 10 strike a healthy balance be-
rween enthusiasm and pood sense.

Sensation, not scandal

-
£
-

g

They simply

This week's Soapbox speaker is a literary
critic and deputy chief editor of Al-
Mussawar weekly mayazine.

-~ Time

Dennis Ross’s latest “retom™ from the Middle East to
Washington hrought the vsual resnlts: absolutely poth-
ing new by way of advancing a moribund “peare pro-
cess,” Isracl has refused the US's modest proposal of
an additional 13 per cent witbdrawal, and the Pal-
estinian Amthority has refased the refusal. As e con-
fimyation of the hardline Isreeli position Netanyahu
declared in a speech on 26 March (reported by
Ha'aretz on 27 March} that “we are making a con-
stant effort to the maximum [in terms of
land]; including temritories T would fight for even if
they had no security value.™

Then he added, “the permanent settlement will fol-
low pegotistions on:the temritorial dimension and on
the functional dimension. The functional dimension
would inclode limitations on the powers that would
.accrue 1o the Palestinians, sach as a prohibition on

- their concluding intermationa] alliances, osing Israel's

‘water sources, threatening Israchi air space, flooding
the area with refugees.” So truculent and aggressive
has Netanyaha become that he seems to prefer talking

-exchosively to himself and to his rght-wing ac-
. gemplices than to-dnyone outside that fght linte cir-

~ The wondéx of it is that he is still perceived by some -

American supporters of Isracl — the Clinton ad-
ministration amopg them — as making some sense.
Whereas the reality is that Netanyahu lives in an
Alice in Wonderland construction of his own making,
sounding off like the Marck Hare or the Queen of
Hearts with scarcely a coucern for facts, possibilities,
and the existence of other interests in the world be-
sides his. I think it is obvious he beleves that in the
hngrmthe?alesﬁrﬁanlmdershipvﬁﬂseule_{orhvlefr
an self-
rale, and just leave Israel alone, as if the deal had
been concloded happily 1o everyone™s satisfaction.
For its part the Clinton administration is 100 con-
cemed with the president’s domestic agenda to do
American position in
the Middle East. For the time being then, US policy
will be left to the handful of small, mean-spirited
men, most of them former fanctionaries of the Israeli
lobby, whose main purpose seems to be to keep them-

- selves int business.

Robin Cook’s confromtation with the Israclis may
have signalled a change in European Union policy.

for self-determination.
suggests a concrete agenda

but it is still too early to tell. In any event there is no
gainsaying the central tension, which is between Pal-
estinians and Israelis over the land. That contest will
continue, and in the absence of a credible Arab mil-
itary deterrent. or a serious American dispute with Is-
rael, it is imperative that we think of what is within
our rmeans at present.

For Palestinians, ope of the first imperatives is
somehow to prevent disadvantaged Palestinians from
taking jobs constructing lstaeli settlements. Obvi-
ously such jobs are taken owt of desperation. Three
weeks ago when I asked a Palestinian truck driver
why he was working for an Isracli contractor, he re-
plied, “T peed to put food on my teble. Find me an-
ather job, and T'1l stop right away.” With the coop-
eraticn of the Authority we need immediate attention
to this problem, the answer to which is 1o set up an

" unempioymeat fend 10 prevent, or at least discourage,

men from taking these jobs. I see no reason why the
Legislative Council cannot challenge Arafat on this
point, putting it in the coatext of the continuing de-
bate over PA cormuption. The fact is, for example,
that somewhere between 40 and 50 thonsand men are
employed In security services, most of them as in-
formers and supererogatory guards: why can't this
expenditure be revised 50 as 1o divert money from se-
curity 1o land preservation? Additionally, there are
four million Palestinians living abroad, quite 2 few of
them well-off and able 1o coatribute a monthly sum
t this unemployment {(or alternative employment)
fund. This is an urgent necessity, which in our addic-
fion to pointless theoretical debate over “strategy™ is
left out completely.

Along with consmaining Pzlestinians from bmilding
Israeli settlements we have to think over the whole
maner of civil disobedience campaigns. I do not refer
to a new intifada, since that would be to repeal some-
thing that cacnot be repeated. Buot I do think a sus-

tained series of peaceful marches on settlements un-
dergoing construction, blocking traffic, demonsira-
tions, elc. must be considered as part of a general
strategy for containing Isracl’s daly expansionism.
Since we cannor for obvious reasons reproduce the
southern Lebapese siuation, which has given Hiz-
bullah an important victory. we have to plan for what
we can do, and more important. for what we can win,
Rebailding demolished houses falls in the same cat-
egory of disobedience and resistance. But none of
this can be contemplated unless the leadership, under
pressure from the Palestinian population, is driven to
raise these maners, forced 10 concede publicly tha
the whole Oslo process no longer has any substance
and that more urgent matiers of self-preservation are
our new prioricy.

Lastly an iniemational campaign against settlements
and for self-determination must be mounted. This
would help the European Union to determine its prior-
ities more crisply, and at last would put the US on no-
tice that we can no longer tolerale the slow erosion of
our territorial soversignty as a people. I have been
surprised during the past few moaths that wherever 1
have spoken or written the response has been en-
thusiastic: Arabs, Enropeans. Americans, Asians and
Africans are waiting 10 hear from us, are looking for
ways o support a struggle thar diminishes Isracl's
power and exmaordinary arrogance. Yet unless we
once again assume the responsibility for conducting
our fight against apartheid as a just one, nothing very
much can happen. We have been bogged down for so
long in the minutiae of a fraudulent peace process that
we have been unable to uner or even recall our ovm
first principles. Netanyahn's Israel has made no secret
of wanting to fight a war of anrition against us, so
surely the time has come for us to admit this and dis-
rupt the wearying charade that has involved us in five
years of fruitless haggling over less and less.

for a new beginning

After years of haggling over less and less,
the end of the peace process should mark a
new beginning for the Palestinian struggle
Edward Said

We have to be able to engage Israeli public opinion
oR our own lerms. not as providers of security but as
seekers afier justice. | have no doubt that outside the
main channels provided by the establishment — La-
bour, Likud or religious — there are numerous av~
enues for communicating with Israelis who are pre-
pared 1o fight against apantheid and theocracy in their
country. And here we must courageously welcome
such people and not hide behind Jesuistic casuistry
about being opposed to “normalisation.” We must
normalise with Israclis who share our goals, that is,
self-determination for two peoples in Palestine. And
we must be prepared to meet and visit with people
like Daniel Barenboim — who has made no secret of
wanting to perform for Palestinian and Arab audi-
ences — who cormrectly perceive Lhat the only real av-
enue open for reconciliation is culture, not politics,
nor economic schemes. What can be wrong with hav-
ing him perform in Ramaliah or Cairo or Damascus, a
grear anist who speaks of peace and justice for the
Palestinians opealy? There are others like him whom
ot of fear and timidity we bave avoided. The time
has come to make justice a common topic for vs and
for Israelis.

I make no pretense that the proposals | have sug-
gested here are anything like an answer w0 Dr Haidar
Abdel-Shafi’s question, what is 1o be done? But for in-
tellectuals the important thing is to think sew thoughts
and open lines of reflection that convention aod or-
thodoxy have closed 10 us. Ours is a very unusual set
of circumstances: our Israell opponents are unusual,
our history is unusval, our fuwre, therefore. must be
unusual. Surely the end of Gslo is in fact the be-
ginning of something else. which in the present dis-
array has got to be better than anything now before us,
I firnly believe that Osle and all jts domestic con-~
sequences on Palestinian socicty have been detsi-
mental and, in the most profound sense, corrupting,
Personal imerests have come first, avoiding central
tasks., and looking for a quick profit by doing things as
usual — all these have led us to our present impasse.

Certainly Israel and the US have played a leading
part in this debilitation. but it is unacceptable to over-
look our own quite central role. We represent owr
own most formidable challenge: unless it is met we
might as well simply give up and become the Middle
East’s Red Indians.

‘Occupied land, not disputed territories
Can the UN do to Israel what it did to Iraq? Abdel-Azim Hammad wonders

A satient result of the laest crisis be-
tween the US and Irag was thar Amer-
ican, Israeli, and. 0 2 certain exment,
UN officials were forced to defend

their foreign and defence secretaries,
Albright and Cohen, these two, togeth-
er with the Isrzeli and UN officials, re-
sorted to legal arguments as the only
weapon in sapport of their stance. *
Dore Gold, the Isracli envoy to the
UN, poblished an article in several
American and European in
which he argued that the TN Secarity
Council resolations on the Iragi prob-
lem were based on Chapter 7 of the
UN Charter. ‘This chapter stpulates
measures o
'maintain or restore international peace
and secusity. But the Security Council

resplutions relaring to the Palestinian
- stipulates that the settlement of inter-

and the various aspects of the

Arab-Israeli conflict are sobject to -

Chapter 6 of the Charter, which cov-
ers the peaceful settlement of inter-

oceupied by Iscael, including the
l‘;'ned; Bank, f.lgﬂ. and the Golan
ishts, are disputed lands, ot ter-

ritories occopied by force, and there-

furediffe:emﬁ;;l(mit.yﬂgichw;:
invaded by . Negotiating,
-wree, is the only acceptable way of
settling the Arab-Isracli conflict.
The US president’s reference to this
matter hos followed neagly the same

double standards during the recent vis-
it of Secretary-General Kofi Annan to
Gaza, his reply was guite succinct. He
said the UN Security Council resolu-
rions were issoed according to Chap-
ter 6, the werms of which do not stip-
wlate any binding measpres to enforce

inplementation.
It is evident that the UN secretary-
general is not entitled 1o do or say any-

" thing beyond the scope of UN Secur-

ity Council resolmtions. We are right
in assuming that his answer may im-
ply that the Secority Council should
have issved new resolutions on the ba-
sis of Chapter 7 in connection with the
Arab-Istacli conflict, since those pre-
viously issued under Chapter 6 have
oot been implemented and, therefore,
peacefol settlement has not been

There are at lzast foor provisions 1m-
der the UN Charter and UN Security

Council Resolution 242 that explicidy
nullify Gold's conclusion.
The first of these four isfons is

stated in the Charter umdar Article 1. It

national disputes shall be effected in

ity with the principles of in-
ternational law and justice. This im-
putes the rejection of any sealement
made with regard 10 the balance of
power, if it contravenes the balance of
mtaraational equity and legality. Ev-
idently, the occupation of any land
renders the balance of power in favour
of the party occupying the land. If that

‘party claims thai the Security Coun-

cil’s failure to adopt a resolution con-
cerning the land according 10
Chapter 7, gives it legal entidement 1o
keep the tond or parts thereof, it is, in
fact, not referring to imemationgl Je-
gality or the provisions of the law, b
to the political jargon that supports the

. imposition of the status guo.

The second provision that explicitly
nullifies Gold’s conclusion is supulat-
ed in the preamble of Resolution 242,
which reiterates the illegality of ac-

Ei:'dhg others’ lands by force. The
ird is also stated in Resolution 242,
It stipulates that Israel shall wi ;
from all the land occupicd during the
June 1967 war. acconding w the
French text, and from Jands occupied
during that conflict. which is rendered
by the English text.

Ismel cannot claim that the ter-
titories it occupied in the war of 1967
do not belong to others. The Golan
Heiglas have always been part of Syr-
ia, while the West Bank was pan of
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
That Jordan ceded its sovereipnty over
the West Bank does not refute the
tmth that it belongs. not to Israel, but
to another country, according to the
UN resolution conceming the division
of Palestine ijnio two staies. one Arab
and one Jewish, and also according w
the more comprehensive legal prin-
ciple. which covers the fourth pro-
vision referred to0. k mﬁﬁ?ﬁ
principle cited in Pamgra of
ticle 1 of the UN Charter stipulates
equal rights and self-determunation.
This principle clearly and um-
ambiguously rejects the idea thar any
nation, like the Israeli people, should
rule another nadon, like the Pal-
estinian people in the West Bank and
Gaza. This is the paramount principle
of the UN Charter, as well as one of
the chiaf purposes of the iniernational

orgamisation.

The West Bank, Gaza, and the Go-
lan Hejghts have never been and nev-
¢r will be “disputed lands™. They are
“occupied territories™, There is no je-
£al obstruction to prevent the Security
Comngci! from dealing with the lsraeli

jon of these lands rasKit did
with the i occupation of Kuowait,
The Set:t,-.rl:;nyﬁll Council is impeded from
implementing such procedures oaly
by the US's policy of double stan-
dards -~ nothing else.

The writer is assistant chief editor of
Al-Ahram.

—2 e!mm By Hani Shukraliah

At dawn on 24 January 1972, some 1.000 lefi-
wing students who had occupied the Caire Uni-
versity campus overnight were arrested. Later
that moming, students ammived to find the uni-
versity closed and the campus besieged on all
sides by armoured cars and hundreds of hel-
meted. shield- and stick-wielding securiry men.
Demonstrations, in whick tens of thousands
took part, erupted: the students headed for the
city centre, and occupied Tahrir Square. For
rwao full days, the security forces were unable
1o dislodge the protesters from the heant of the
city. which. as we all know, is not only the
heart of the country, bur also the mother of the
world.

Even as the siudents were stone-throwing
their way towards the city centre, Sadat was on
live television and radio, addressing the nation.
The president reassured his subjects that only a
tiny, deviamt minoriry had misled the rest of the
students and created disturbances. Sadat even
put & number on this deviant minority: 30. The
amrested students. who at the time were being
beld in a sort of stable, the original purpose of
which 1 have never found out, were afforded a
moment of hilarity when they heard — thanks
10 a radio provided by the arresting officers —
the president’s booming voice. announcing thar
all of them had been released, ezcept for 30 de-
viant elements: “these,” he said. with a char-
acteristic snarl, 1 want™ Ouiside. bowever,
the families of nearly 1.000 smdents were um-
der the temifying impression that their pown
sons and daushters were among the dreaded
30. The media started botly debating the per-
nicious designs of the deviant 30. Selid proof,
the public was assured. had been found that
some of them were in the pay of North Korea!
This bizarmre choice of paymasier seems to have
been made with a view (o camsing the least
harm to Egypt’s relations with either the Soviet
Union er China, which wounld have been highly
unpolitic at the tme.

As it rranspired. all the srudents, including
those arrested later in the Tabrir demonsua-
tions, were released in batches during the fol-
lowing month. They were welcomed as heroes
by their fellow stugents: no one was mistreated
in any real sense, and, for the “victims", the

Invasion of the body-snatchers

whole affair was more a romantic interlude
than a trauma. The media huff died down, and.
along with it. the deviant 30 and their Korean
connection disappeared.

How much, one wonders. are those 1,000
odd students, now in somewhat rickety late
middle age. owed in libel compensation? 1Is
the accusation of being the paid agent of a for-
eign country supposed 10 be less libelous than
describing someone as foolish, which, however
justified or unjustified_ as the case may be, is
obviously a value judgement, not an assertion
of fact? No one was pinished for describing
pearly a thousand srudents as the pajd agents of
Kim I Sung, “the beloved [eader of 60 miflion
Koreans and 30 Egyptian students,”™ as the snu-
dents themselves were 10 joke laer. Today,
however, a journalist remains in prison — for
suggesting that one person, a public figure and
writer. was foolish.

Libel was not the only issue that brought that
small fragment of modern Egyptian history 1o
my mind. The logic of healtty majorities sus-
ceptible 1o invasion and corruption by tiny and
alien minoritdes continues to permeate our po-
litical. cultural and intetlectual life. It is. more-
over, one that seems to enjoy almost rniversal
appeal — in opposition no less than in officiel
discourses, used with equal facility by sec-
vlarists and religious fundamentalists. Bad
journalism, biased, libelous and sensationalist,
thrives on it; images and stories of Afghani-
clad Islamist militants, infiltrating our yourh
with money and brain-wash detergent: internet-
corrupled, devil-worshipping skinheads drag-
ging our innocent young onlo the path of the
Western devil; Mossad girls distributing their
favours, and AIDS, among our clean. healthy
young men, and pernicious Zionist networks
marketing aphrodisiac chewing gum, driving
our vifluous young women haywire with sex-
ual frenzy. Have these and similar images not
provided the daily fodder of sensationalist jour-
nalism in Egypt during the past few years?

Now, the “yeliow press™ has been identified
as yel another alien germ, this ime of Cypriot
strain, wreaking havoc within our otherwise
healthy joumnalistic body. The same petard
hoists us ali.
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Muestro Richard Edlinge:

Bush fires and birthday

Cuire Sxmplony Orchesira: Gusiav
Makler: Svmphony oo 6 in A minor:
Ahnred  El-Suedi. conductor: Main
Hull. Caire Opera Howse: 4 April

Things couldn’t be worse. Cairo’s
crumbling. Music is  tuming 1w
cheese, oo many grubs around. Plen-
tv of richesse. but rags abound. For
singers a1 the Opera. never mind your
upper reyister. just chencles  Jes
dimes. Careful, though. becasse mu-
gic is the swft for social climbers.
Giet 1o the top quickly. And so on,

They are saving Cuiro Symphon:
Orchestira sounds tited. It could be
becauze it works hard. It was not
tired on 4 April. Under Ahmed El-
Saedi. its resident conductor. it per-
formed the 6th Symphony of Mabhler.
And the result was a bomb of beauri-
ful music.

The performance will probably go
down in history as a very special
thing — an event. Never performed
here before. t was an explosion. a
force of nature. outside lime and re-
ality. This svmphony was given a tre-
mendaus performunce. It surges over
all barriers of localine. We can forget
the celebrutions of other institutions.
forget the Bolshoi struggling along
on a tarnished brand name. Cairo is
changing. New powers are ar work.
Excitement #s in the air. For what
purpose? No answer. The wimd is just
blowing from many strange direc-
Lons.

Where were we actually as the
sounds of Mahler ebbed and flowed
around the Opera House? Africa?
The Middle East? Names flew: Hai-
tink. Bernstein. and newer ones from
the Pacific im — and Camegie Hall.

The 6th Symphony is founded on a
rock like New York It has deep. dark
foundations. but what's going on amt
the 1op is the Big Apple itself. There
are big apples all over the place these
days. but this symphony like the ciry
is the true one — and there are no
holes in it. Under El-Saedi it wus
pure and fresh right through. El-
Saedi has the gift of clarity.

The symphony opens with a march:
death or war or both or none. Maybe
it is just remorse. Marches baunt
Mabhler and they go through this en-
tire symphony. The brass is used con-
stantly und enlarged for this concent
all through the four movements, and
it did heroically. Mahler js merciless:
he uses the brass like cellos. some-
times like flutes, militant or elegiac.

This extraordinary music was writ-
ten in 1904 before wireless, TV or
the cinema, and almost before the
motor car. The age of the great or-
chestra was upon the symphonies of
the world. Tonight's band was ahout

120 sirong. As the teviure flashed
and darted above the devilish durk
tidex of the tirst movement. shreds of
broken nwlodies whirled slong like
flower petals caught in a Ap-tide.

Mahler is narrative music, but there
are no  happenings. Endless ral-
lemtandos poing on like . coming
Black Deuath. In the second move-
ment, all the rancid shedows of the
firgt ship awas. Evervthing lightens
and sparkles. exvepl thut, as usuaf
with Mahler. such sounds suggest
loss and guilt — all the things you
should have done in life and never
had the tme to complete. This com-
poser has been there belore vou His
svmphonies may age but they do not
date. Their simpliciny preserves them.
They belone 1 every man every-
where,

By the third movement we are far
out on the vovage. and up from the
music comes an atmosphere spacious
and enveloping and a tune o0 help-
lessly lomely it supgests the last rose
of summer. There is Ume — for
evervthing. The enjoviment is slaver-
ously seasual. What does one look at
as the sounds caress”? Flesh satinised
or the ocean rolling. sucking the se-
curity of rocks 1o shreds. There are
no images: evervthing is an echo of
something else. The architecture col-
lapses into orgiastic sleep. Bt it is
El-Saedi who wields the stick in all
this. No mud. no tangled threads. We
know we are somew here more beau-
tiful than life. That is suftficient.

The last section is a problem. AMah-
fer cannot bear 10 end it. We have
had evervthing. s0 weanpess can
come, It is here that EI-Saedi™s meth-
ods pay off bevause his clurity is pel-
lucid. He is almost diplontatic in his
desire to present Mabhler w the listen-
er without fongenr. And 10 do this he
has to resort to a slim tone which var-
ies the immense scale of the conclu-
sion. All elegy is swept away. The
path is cleared of the debrig of hesita-
tion and defeat and we are uplified to
face new struggles.

What is that in front of us? The
world. How wonderful.

Vardan Mamikenian: Piano Re-
cital: Gennhouriva Thearre: 2 April

Another bush fire swept across Cai-
ro ending at the Gomhouriya Thearre
with Armenian pianist Vardan Mam-
ikonian.

From the age of 10 he has been pre-
stigious. Bomm in Yerevan, he has
gathered up first prizes and high
opinions from evervwhere in which
he has touched down. There is no
overlooking such gifts. and with
them he ended at the Moscow Tchai-

Theatre
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Aanal Mohie El-Din

kovsky Conservatorium from 1988 to
1991, And then he ook off into the
piano fast lane formula. the route for
the chosen few of the piano world —
and he is sl only 27.

Cairo has visits from many pi-
anistic wonders. But against them
Mamikonian is still exceptional. It is
hands — his hands and fingers and
their exceptional muscular structure.
He has the son of finger and bodily
appearance of the old virtuosi like
Guodowsky. whom he resembles: nei-
ther tail nor shorl. but stocky. thick-
sel and full of spring. But it is the
hands — he has that strange breed of
hands Rachmaninov called hang-
man’s hands. Green fingered hands
Also: everything they touch grows.
There seems 10 be ne piano at all. He
weaves the sounds out from space.
not from the ivories. There is no
“lovely ingiguing me™ about him. no
private giggles at his own cleveness.
What he delivers is done straight, and
virtuoso-wise he delivers a lot. His
technique or piano wisdom is in-

fallible. He is resiful 1o listen 1o since -

he -faces nome of the difficultics
which haunt other pianists.

They say he is like Horowitz. He is
not. Horowitz was an electric fur-
nace. white-hot from inside. Mam-
ikonian remains warm, human and
rather paternal. He is the husband of
the piunc and all instuments will
surely love him. He has the gift of
susternance.

What he offered was an exciting
Gaspard Jde Ia nuit of Ravel which
laid out his physical qualities and a
great vagety of wne. Mamikonian is
visual, He offered true opulence with
the sheer dash and total comtnand of
Ravel's difficult notes.

Chopin was the surprise of the con-
cert. Mamikonian erased the elegiac
element and the morbidezza usual for
playing Chopin. Could this fresh, wit-
ryv. almost mannered stuff be Chopin?
It was, and continued to be humorous
through till the end of the three piec-
es with the awful Grande Polonaise
brillante vp 22. which flashed like a
Roman camival. It was new Chopin,
not the same old salon stuff.

Then came the Armenian composer
Amo Babadjanian in tonal. then a do-
decaphonic mood. The player rather
dismissed the tonal. but flew into the
dodec with relish.

Liszt ended the concert. First the
Funerailles, with its fine old fash-
ioned operatic aria sections and then
came what are called the horrendous,
deliberately sadistic difficulties of
Liszt's Rhapsodie Espagnole. You
must have the lot for this. You need
four hands and an interior dynamo o
sustain the sheer speed at which it
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S David Blake sniffs

must be played. This young player
produced everything needed. and the
recital blazed to an end. Nothing 10
do but watch the show. and the mu-
sical feeling was correct.

Chamber music and strings pure are
fine. but one does need a bit of splen-
dour occasionally. Mamikonian as
well as the CSO’s Mahler gave it
Cairo has had a weekend long to re-
member.

Sixth Anniversary Gala Concert;
Akhnaton Chamber Orchestra; Main
Hall. Cairo Opera House: 5 April

Yet another celebratiom was the
Akbnator Chamber Orchestra’s 6th
birthday coacert. [icms were offered,
but then cancelled. leaving the panty
in some disarray.

The opening was Handel, well
played. Then Giuck and Fauré were
sung by Nevine Allouba. Sherif Mo-
hie El-Din always these days stresses
the fine tone of the orchestra at the

. expense of excitement.

There was a lot of Mozart. The first
Mozart of the evening was the Viokn
Concerto KV 218 with Mahmoud Os-
mzn as soloist. The performance, the
tone of which was set by him, was
prim and rather pedantic. Plepsant
music-making. but hardly joyful. The
party atmosphere was missing.

Then came Shegf Mohie El-Din’s
own composition of his setting of the
last poems of Amal Donmgol for or-
chestra and sopranc voice with Al-
lonba as the soloist. She is adept at
these songs, caiching irony and a
sharply critical outlook with asperity.
Partscularly good was the half spoken
intoned conversation with etemity
which ended the selection. These
songs should be recorded. They have
genuine authority and singable mel-
odies.

Mozart's Concerto for Flute, Harp
and Orchestra in C major KV 299
with Wolfgang Lindenthal, flute, and
Manat Mohie El-Din, harp. saved the
evening. Flute and barp were speedy.
incisive and quite festive. Richard
Edlinger, conductor for the second
half of the coocert. knows how to
spread conviviality and played host to
the best section of the evening. Manal
Mohie El-Din played on a most el-
egant and glowingly golden harp, and
played it in a grand manner.

The ending was — more Mozart.
He is the sound fill-up for party
nights. The Symphony in A major KV
201 did the wick. This was dispatched
by orchestra and Edlinger at full
speed with shiny Mozart resolutions.
At least the party ended in the right
spirit. with a few sparks to spare from
the passing bush fires.

Algeria

according to Fellag

s 10 Algeria's trag-

Ttaly?”

“Non-exactemento,”™

Leila Hessini tells of a

humorist who makes us
laugh so we can weep

women, The lack of love pro-

the human suffering of Al-

The small theame of Le Café  response:

de la Musigue in Pans is
sold-out and long lines are
waiting in hope of being al-
lowed lo squesze in next to
someone or find a place on
the staircase. The audience is
diverse — primarily North
Alfrican and French — across
different generations. We are
all waiting for Fellag. The
Algerian humorist comes out
on stage clad in a black ha
pulled down to his eyes. red
suspenders and a black and
white polka-dotted shirt. His
facial expressions and ges-
tures match his eclectic at-
tire, In case we had any
doubts he is here 10 make us
laugh. + . :

Fellag’s one-man sketches
are ghout “the act of digging”™
inta  Algeria’s past and
present. He digs to uncover
the reasons — conlemporary
and historic — and possible

edy. In the process of digging
heyuncovers the absurd. the
contradicions of Algerian so-
ciety. and ultimately reveals
our own and Algeria’s hu-
manity.

in one sketch he describes
the experience of one Alfger-
jan. Mohamed, who went 10
France for the first ime. As
soon as he arrived. he looked
for a disco. where he could
dance and liberate himself. u
disco different from those in
Algeria where “there are 200
men in mustaches. If yob
dance with a woman at 1 1:30_.
a report will be sent at 11:43
to the Minister of Internal Se-
curity.” Mohamed begins

dancing with a French wom- _

an and the dreaded queston
is raised. “Where are you
from™ she asks. “Um.
um......why don’t you guess™
“Spain?” “It's not too far.”

“Jewish™ *“They are cou-
sins,” He finally has to admit
that he is from Algeria. This
does not. however, diminish
the nterest the young French
woman has in him. By the
end of the evening she pro-
claims “I love you!” Mo-
hamed had never heard any-
one say this in Algeria before
and could only respond citing
verbatim what he had read in
a French book: “Me too, I
love you.™ he whispered.
Fellag sees the inability of
Algerians to express love as
one of the main causes of the
Algerian tragedy: “We have
a deficit of love but an excess

of affection.” When a min-

ister of the Algerian govem-

-ment asks Fellag about why

nothing works in Algeria, his
answer is: “Algeria doesn’t
function because of the sep-
aration between men and

vokes the erection of ka-
lachnikovs,™

According to Fellag, the
only futnre for young Alger-
Ians Is “exile, death or el-hita
{the wall)". In the latler case
Fellag is referring to the phe-
nomenon of “hittists™, youth
who have nothing to do all
day, and oo where to go be-
cause of the housing crisis,
but “to hold up the wall.™ The
wall for Fellag is the only Al-
gerian cultural centre — no
other places of distraction ex-
Ist. At dusk when the hirtist
goes home, be takes the wall
with him.”

Algeria’s tragedy. which
has lasted six long years, is
becoming increasingly bar-
baric, cruel and absurd. As
the horror increases, our im-
mune system develops and
we are o longer able to see,
hear. feel or even care about

gerians. We say we do not
understand and therefore can-
not respond.

While news on Algeria has
come primarily from journal-
15ts and state officials who
focus on Algerian deaths,
Fellag 1alks about Algerian
life. He reminds us of what
some of us never knew, and
others have forgotten — the
humanity of Algerans,
Through his humor, Fellag
ambushes our emotions.
Caught off guard, we are ex-
posed 10 our genuine feelings

G our comsciousness is
raised, It is a point of to re-
furn and we are transformed.
Maybe if we can langh, we
can weep. And if we weep,
our humanity has retamed
and we should be able to
react against the unthinkable
and unacceptable silent suf-
fering of the Algerian people.

EXHIBITIONS
I

Fabrizio Clerici

Akhnaton Gallery. Cemtre of
Art. [ Al-Maahad Al-Swissri St,
Zamalek Tel 340 8211, Damiy
exc  Fri,  lam-Li0pm &
5.30pm-9.30pm. Until 13 April.
Qils, watercolours. mixed media
and lithographs by a surrealist in

the rradition of de Chirico.
Collective Exhibition (Cal-
phy)

li

ngr:ri Gallery, Moin Campus.
AUC. Al-Sheikh Rihan St Tel
357 5436, Duily exc Fri. 9am-
9pm. Uniil 16 April, exc 5-11
April

Olmedo Quimbita

Caire Opera House Gallery,
Opera House grounds. Gesira.
Tel 339 8144 Daily Sam-9pm.
Unril 18 April

Painuings by the Ecvadorian art-
ist.

‘Wahih Nassar (Paintings)
Maskrabiyve Gallery. § Cham-
pollion S1. Downtown. Tel 578
+4. Daily exc Fri, 1iam-Spm.
Uil 23 April

Ahmed Badawy tlewelery) &
Ahmed Ragab Sakr (Paintings)
Extra Gellery, Al-Nessim St
comner of Montaza 51, Zamalek
Tel 340 6293. Daily exc Sun.
10.30am-2pm & Spm-8pm. Uniil
23 April.

Maja Fredriesson {In-
stallations)
Cairo-Berlin Gallery, 17 Yous-
sef Al-Guindi S1, Bah Al-Louq.
Tel 393 1764. Daily exc Sun. 12
ngon-3pm & Spm-Spm. Until 24
April.

Jewelery Desipns by Artists
figlian Caltural Institate, 3 Al-
Sheikh Al-Marsaft St. Zamalek
Tel 340 8791, Uniil 25 April.
Silver and gold jewelery en-
crusted with jous and sermni-
precious stones designed by hal-
ian painters and sculptors.

Christian de Portzampare (Ar-
chitectonic Studies)

Al-Banoger. Opera Howse
grounds, Gezira. Tel 340 6361,
Daily 10am-I0pm. Unsil

Listings

Natice: )

Some commercial ciremas movt
change thoir programmes cerk
Wednesday. rthers overy Mon-
day. The informznen previded &
valid at the time of winT fo
press. It is wise (o check witk: the
cinemas. Archic films ate seldom
sabtitled. For more mformution
corlact the venus.

Dantella (Lacc)
Drive In. enirance of Al-Shoroug
Cinx, Cairo-Ismailiu desers roed.
Tel 012-219 053l. Duilv fpm.
9.30pm & midnigh:. Remsis Hil-
ton I, Comniche AI-NU 5t Tel
574 7435, Dailx 1.30pm. 3.30pm
& 6.3upm. Tiba I, Nosr City Tel
262 407 Daiy  [0ham,
G.30pm & AI0pm. Nor-
mandy. 31 Al-Ahrom St He-
liopolis. Tel 258 025 Daikv
1230pm.  3.30pm. 6J0pm &
9.30pm. Odeor I, & Dr Abdcl-
Hamud Said §r. Downtown. Tel
575 &r97. Dﬂr'l_'u'&j‘.;g..iﬂﬁ’n.
2 b & m Al
Smwﬁm#}mmid Badawi
St Heliopolis. Tel 293 IG72.

Daily 10.30am. lpm. ipm, Gpm.
Spm & midnight. Metro, 35 Tu-
laat Harb 5t, Dovrtown. Tel 393
3897, Duily 10am. Ipm, Jpm.
6pm & 9pm. Cosmos I, i2 Em-
adeddin 51 Downiown. Tel 779
537, Daily 10am. j_I",rmri .-Tps:;t. %ﬁm
& 9pm, Roxy, Roxy Mj. FHe-
liopolis. Tel 255 O3+, D.uh
10am, 3pm, 6pm & 9pm. Sph.gx.
Sphinc Sq, Mohuindessin. Tel L]
4017, Dailv Spm. Karim II. 15
Emadeddir 5t Dowriowr. Tel
592 4830, Dailv 10am., Ipm.

3pm, 6pm & Spm.

El-Batal (The Hero)

Takrir, 112 Tahrir St Dokki, Tel
335 4726, Duily 3pm. 6pm &
Spir, Karimy 1. 15 Emadeddin 82,
Downrown, Tel 592 7830, Daily
I0am. Ipm. 3pm. 6pm & 9pm.
Rengissance, World Trude Cen-
tre. Corniche Al-Nil. Maspero.
Tel 580 4039. Duily lpm. 3pm,
6pm & 9pm. Tiba il, Nasr Cinv.
Tel 262 907, Duilv 10.30um.
3.30pm, 6.30pm & 9.30pm.
Remsis Hilton 11, Corniche Al-
Nil St Tel 574 7436. Daily
10-30am, I.30pm, 3.30pm,

Riroli {1, 26 Jul: S Donnlonh |
el 505 5053 Dake fpm
3.3gpm, 6.30pm, Spm & FOxr:

DANCE :
T—— :
Nora The Gmo o t
Al-Hansger, perd use |

roamds, Gearw Tel 3<% 8350
Lneel 12 Aprcl. Spme t
A dance thestre performance by
Diaga Calent:. i

Les Ballets de Monte Carlo
Main Hall. Opera House, G-
vy Tel 339 8142 [RI7 Apeil.

P

8§
Pzn'morming Romen and Juli=t

MUSIC
N

National Music Ensembie
Main Hal. Opera Mewse, Ge-
=ira. Tel 339 814, 9 April, dpm
Conducted b Salih Gholasir.

L

Trumpet Recital

Gombkourive Theatre. G-
kourisa 51 Abdin, Tel 391 9555,
10 April. 9pm.

Raouf EHGanuni perfofmas.

Sonz Recital :
Smail Hall. Opera Hoase. Ge- |
sra Tel 339 8144 2 apri |
Spm. :
Mona Rafla performs.

Soloists of the Cairo Symphony .
Orchestra H
Small Haoll, Opera Houer, Ge-

zira. Tel 339 8148 12 Aprl
Spee.
Compositions by  Mendelsohn,

Basiboldy and Schubert

Guitar Recital

Small Heil, Opera House, Ge-
Sira, Tel 339 &M+ 13 April
Spm.

Tcherepnin Guitar Qanrtet
Small Hell. Opera House. G-
dra Tel 339 8l4s. M April

?@m by Haydn. Bec- |
cherimi and Brinen, |
Cairo Stars

MO])B‘I Theatre. Grm-
houriya Si, Abdin, Tel 91 $%%5.

14 April, 7pm.
—, Iman. Moustafa, Hassan

26 April

Linda Cohn-Kobelecky
(Paintings)
Ewart 3 Muain
Campus, AUC, Mokamed
AMahmoud St. Tel 357
G373, Dailv exc Fri, Sam-
9pm. Unril 30 April.

Gerhard Altenbourg
{Drawings. woodcumings,
watercoloars and  lith-

e
v of the Faculty of
Fine Arts, 8 Ismail Mo-

hamed St. Zamulck, Open- | ©
ing 15 April, 7pm. Daily | -
J0um-2pm & dpm-7pm. -
Unril 30 April

Jack Kilby {Photographs)
Sony Gellery. Main Cam-
pus, AUC, Al-Sheikh Ri-
kan S1. Tel 357 5424. Dai-
iy exr Fri & Sat, Yam-
12pm & Gpm-9pm. Lnsil 7
May.

Works under the mle

Arab Jerusalem in the
Shadows of the Noble

Sancuary.

Museam of Modern
iap Art

Kamy and Reda El-Wakil
sing arias from opera Aida
with the Cairo Sympbony
Orchesira.

Deemba
French Cultural Instisute,
I Madraser Al-Hogoug Al-
Ferensiva 81, Moumira. Ted
354 7679. 14 April, Spm.

jcan music.

AUC, Mohamed Mahmoad
S, Tel 357 6373. 15 April,

! 'fmlmumﬂ String Quartet
performs.

Daily. I0pm.

Yelea El-Fakharonj, Saw-
san Badr, Mohamed Met-
walli and Sayed Azmi per-
form under the direction of
Ahmed Abdel-Halim. in a
play scripted by Alfred Fa-

Opera House Grounds, Gerhard Altenbourg

Gesira. Tel 342 060.. Dai-
Iy exc Mon. 10am-lpm & 5pm-

Ypm.

A permanem display of paint-
ings and sculpiure chaning the
modermn art movement in Egypt.

Mohamed Nagyl Mosenm
Chiteau Pyramids, 9 Mahmoud
Al-Guindi St. Giza.

A museum devoled to the paint-
i:;ggsﬂof Mohamed Nagui {1888
1 .

Mahmoud Mukhtar Muoseem
Takrir 5t, Gezira. Daily exc Sun
and Mon, Sam-1_30pm.
Permanent collection of works
by the scuiptor Mahmoud Mukh-
tar.

FILMS
I

Italian Fiims

Iedian Cuitural Instimte, 3 Al-
Sheikh Al-Marsafi Si, Zamalek.
Tel 340 8791.

11 April, 7pm; Storie di Or-
dinaria Follla. Directed by Fex-
reri {1981).

12 April. 7pm: La Classe Op-
eraia Va In Paradiso. Directed
by Petri {1971}

The Wittnar Boys

Goethe Institute, 5 Al-Bosian Si,
Dovwntown. 14 April, 6.30pm.
Directed by Jinos Szisz (1996).

Agatha et Les Lectures I-
limitées

Freach Cultmral Centre, ] Ma-
draset A.!_-Haqmnq Al-Ferensiva
St, Mounira. Tel 354 7679. 15
April. Spm.

By Marguerite Doras.

630pm & 9.30pm. Cosmos I,
{2 Emadeddin 5t. Dovntenwn.
Tel 779 537. Daily 10am, Ipm,
3pm, 6pm & 9pm El-Heram,
Al-Haram S5t, Giza. Tel 385
8358 Dually I0am. Ipm. 3pm,
Spm & 9pm. Radio, 24 Talgat
Harhk 51 Downtown Tel 575
6562. Daily I0am, lpm, 3pm,
Gpm & 9pm. Diana, {7 ALAIR
St. Emadedidin, Downtown. Tel
592 4727. Daily, i0am, lpm,
Jpom, Lpm & Spm. Rivoli I, 26
July S5t Downtown Tel 575

3033, Daily Ipm. 33
6.30pne & 9.30pm. Opm.
Ressala Ila Al-Wali (Message ¢
the Wali) 0

Odeon I, 4 Dr Abdel-Hamid

% S, Downtown. Tel 575
. Daily J0.30am, 2 30pm,

5.30pm & & 30pm.

Ismailia Rayeh Gaey (Ismailia
Back and Forth)

Sa’¢t El-Entegam (Time of Re-

venge)

Lido, 23 Eniodeddin S1, Down-
town, Tel 593 42841, Daily I0am,
Ipm, 3pm, 6pm & 9pmr

Mogrem Maas Martabet El-
Sharal (A Criminal with High
Honoars)

Miemi, 38 Talumt Harbh 51,
Downtawn, gpmbm'!y 10am, Ipm,

Tamania Wa Arbe’m Sas Fi
Isra’il {48 Hours in Israel)

g with songs written by
Gamal Bekhir.

Alabanda
AFFardous Theatre, Al-Beouth

Sq. Tel 482 3017, Daily 8.30pm:
Thur 9.30pm.
With bell Dira, Mona

ydancer L
Abdel-Ghani, Sherif Mouair,

L'Invention de [I"Orientalisme
en Inde (1780-1830)

CEDEJ, 14 Dr Abdel-Rahman
Al-Sawi St {ex-Gam eyet Al-Nisr)
Mohandessin. ; in. Tel 361 1932 14

April, Spm.
Lecture ir French by Raland Lar
dinos. EHESS.

The Finding of The Oldest
Mannscript of the Diwan of
Ibn Al-Fared; Studies and Re-
searches

lickian Caliural Instituse, 3 Al-
Sheikk Al-Marsafi St. Zamalek.
Tel 340 8791. 15 April, 7pm.
Lecture by Giuseppe Scaholin.

Al! information correct at time of
going 1o press. However, it re-
mains wise o check with venues
first, since programmes. dates
and times are subject to change
al very short notice.

Please send information to List-
ings, Al-Ahram Weekly, Galaa St,
Cairo. Tel 5786564. Fax
5785089/833.

i Compiled by
Injy El-Kashe¥f

Around the galleries

TWO years have elapsed since Mustafa El-
98 Razav has had an exhibition, but now four
| gallevies at the Centre of Art in Zamalek
are given over to his most recent work. This
;ast cxh.ibitlion includes 30 iron, brass and
ronze sculptures, 20 lithographs. an in-
stallation, and over 80 mixed media painz-
ings.
3 The gallery atteched to the Cairg Lih
_f hDSBWOOdw:]ptmubyMﬂhﬂm&dMﬂE
@ Sa. Strange forms with a superb finish, -
i1 Paintings. 22 in all, conceived as 11 “dpal-
B itics”. by Esmat Dawestashi
4 the Art Appreciation Palace, Alexandyria.
;.r?rtli:ary f.:t::l‘:|lJ.r:‘Kla:ldt!.‘lr“:)l;-lt%'rl:nl'= { O
i composition
the harsh realities with which lmemZOth cen)
ury mag is faced. Also in Alexandria, at the
Alexandria Atelier, are 60 elegant bromze
and brass medallions by Mohamed Shonkri.
Raviewsd by Nagwa E-Astwi

st

- ..-s.i"ﬁ

~ v e
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Theory and praxis revisited

In the first instalment of a lecture'delivered'_in Cairo last month, J tirgen Habermas examines the changing place of philosophy in the Modem world

I would ﬁm_h'ke w0 remind youn of the two answers
which classical Greek philosophy gives 10 the
question of the role philosophy should play m the
broader_contem of cdocation, politics apd culture.
The main answers are connected with the works of
Plato and Aristotle (1). The elassical perception of
the relaton between theory and praxis has, of
course. changed with the change 7 how philosopby
sces uself. Under the conditions of modera, more
or less post-metaphysical thought, conmactualist
theories of namral law and philosophies of history
have led to a different interpretation of the relation
of theory and praxis. The main interpretations are

agaln comnected with two names, Hegel and Marx .

12). B_ul the Qashed political expectations thar were
associated with these modarn answers have, as far

as I can see, prompted diametrically opposed re-*

sponses in our times. On the one hand, there-has
besn a renewed turm to 2 metaphysical or quasi-
religious undersianding of what philosophy cam
achieve. This is exemplified by Heidegger and
some of his postmodern followers. On the other
hand, the disappointment has led to a sobered phi-
losophy relativising its public functions within the
frame of complex societies (3). This more modest
understanding of philosophy goes hand in hasd
with the specification of varions roles whick phi-
losophy can assume in the contexr of a cultore
shaped by science, in a society characterised by
functonal differentiation, and vis-3-vis the mem-
bers of such societies, each of whom more. and
more feel the strong pressure to Jead their own in-
dividuat lives (4). I shall in corclusion mrn o the
more influential role of the public inteliectual
through which any attempt to promote what Kant
once called “enlightenment™ is channelled in the
public sphere (5). . : -

-1- S
The Platonic answer to the question of the possible

practical impact of philosophy can be put in a out-

shell: nothing is more practical than theory irself.
Plato believed that, in the final instance, immersing
oneself in contemplation of the cosmos was of re-
ligious as well as of epistemic importance, Theory
promotes 2 formation process that provides a route
to both knowledge and salvation. Theory wiggers 2
catharsis which is expected to lead 1o a salvaging
conversion of the mind. For in ascending to the
heights of ideas, the soul is purged of lower.inter-
ests and passions. In that ascent to a noetic grasp
of ideas, the sonl detaches itself from ‘its material
shackles and liberates itself from the prison-bhouse
of the body. The Ancient Greeks, consoquently,
took the wise man who devoted his life to -con-
templation as a model worthy of veneration. .
In the Aristotelian and the Stoic traditions the
bios theoretikos claims priority. as well — the vita
contempiative enjoys a-place higher than any kind
of vita activa. et e SR
However, uslike the figures of the - itinerant
preacher, the hermit dnd the mook, the wise man
represents a path 1o salvation that is exclusive and
can only be trodden by a few educated persons. If
only. because of this- elitist touch, the public im-
pact of philosopby could pot keep pace with the
world religions promising salvation for the masses.
Thus, as of late classical antiquity, Greek .phi-
losophy entered into a close symbiosis with in-
stitutional Christianity, became more and more the

scholarly organ of theology, and forfeited its own .

independent promise of salvation. Books with titles
such as De consolatione philosophiee became in-
creasingly rare, while monotheistic religions re-
lieved philosophy of the task of providing both
consolation and moral education. In Europe, it was
now the Church which helped people cope with ex-
istential distress, poverty, illness and death. Mean-
while, philosophy, as the place-holder of worldly

reason, increasingly withdrew into the domain of-

its cognitive tasks and, in good Aristotelian map-
ner. understood theory as the path’to knowledge
rather than salvation. )

Aristotle had already found a different answer to
the question of the practical impact of philosophy:
theory, he claimed, received a practical sig-
nificance only in the guise of practical philesophy,
while this part of philosophy, detached from theory
in the strict epistemic sense, specialises in qoes-
tions on how ope can most prudently lead one’s
life. Ethical reasoning, in the Aristotelian sense of
phronesis, forgoes three classical claims of theary.
Firstly. profane instructions on how to lead-a good
life now take the place of a promise of a religious
kind of salvation. Secondly, such a reasonable or-
jentation for our daily life does not bave the same
certainly as knowledge secured by theory. Practical
philosophy serves the purpose of prudence, not sci-
ence. And, finally, ethical insighis are now Do
longer reinforced by the motivating context of the
formation process of a theoretical mode of life. In-
stead, ethics has o presume that its properly sociai-
ised addressees can y look back on success-
ful character development. Philosophy can only

teach how to pursne the good life to those Pe:dpgl:

who have ah'eadlgir_ acquired an intritive knowle:

f what a good life means. -
° Under th modern conditions of post-metaphysical
thought, when ontological and theological back-
ground assumptions became more and more con-
troversial, practical philosophy goes one step further
and sacrifices evep its coatents. For, in view of

what is now considered as a legitimate phurality of -

d views. modemn ethical reasoning is no longer
:ﬁ:l to justify particular models for a successful life
and recommend them 35 examples 10 be imitated.
With Rawls, we might say, thas 1o liberal societies
everyone has the right to develop and pun:surﬂ:e:;-_
own conception of the good, or, more cantiously, o

i is not misspeat. On this premise, ethics
(Binmtgeth::islfotelian sses:; of teaching hov:_ o live a
good live) must limit itscif to the more formal o:;;
pects of the basi¢ question of whe I am :u;d wonld
liketobe,andwhatisgoodfon_m.mthe ong run.
Since Kierkegaard. therefore, ethics bas assumed the
form of existential philosophy that can only exp]::u::
the conditions and modalities of a consclous oL ket
thentic way of leading one’s life. If philosop };ﬁ_
cthics assumes the Neo-Aristotelian form of her-

identity. Since Klerkegnard. nodem o
ckics — in the clissical senee &L By
hrc-prqjs?d‘sm;els of excmplary life; they bave, Io-
stead, advised privaic individuals <o opt for & spennf;
ic form of reflection in order to lead an authen
life of one’s own choice. .

. -2

Once 1he-classical alliance
of ethies and politics
breoks  down, gemmine
;l;ﬁdﬂn forms of s:vhglml
:lvit.h :glnuaglualism nndog

e-ontclogical approach in
the Kantan style. They
replace the ethical or po-
Iitical question of what is

Meanwhile, the concept
of an “objective reason™
embodied, either in namre

2 ‘notion of “subjective
reason™, as a mental ca-
pacity of individual ac-
tors. All participants are
conceived as and
equal actors who wish
themselves, ie. to es-
tablish regulations auton-
omously for their com-
mon life. Kant and
Ronssean consiroe “auton-
omy”-as the ability to de
one's own will to laws,
and only to.those unj-
versal Iaws which deserve
to be adopted because
they are eqnally good for
everybody. Ip temns of
this  egalitadan  uni-
versalism, philosophy de-
rved - highly explosive
ideas “solely from rea-
son”. Hegel was ready 10
claim that the French Rev-
olution “was kindled by
philosophy™. He belicved
that with the contractualist
tradition -of natural law,
philosophy had raised the
bitherto ented
claim “that Man places
himself on- his head, thar
is on his thoughts, and
constructs reality according to them,” In this vein
the inner link between modem natural law and rev-
olution spawns still another answer o our inital
question: the just society, which philosophy an-
ticipates i thought, should be realised throngh “rev-
ohumionary™ praxts. Yet this relation berween theory
and praxis as it was conceived by Marx. has mean-
while also become deeply problematical.

This is, if we focus on the concepiual, not the em-
pirical links, due to the instrumental role a phi-

.losophy of history, as it was developed during the

18th century. Those teleological concepts of history
offered themselves to compensate the weakness in-
herent in the normativism of modem natural law.
This is not to belittle the continuing relevance of
straight normative constructions of a “just com-
munity”, justified by reason. In light of such ideas it
is possible to denounce existing jnjustice and call.
politically, for more legitimate institutions. How-
ever. those normmative constructions, while ex-
plaining what should be the case, do not say any-
thing abour how. what we ocught to bring about, is
actuafly to be implemented in praxis. In this context
Hegel spoke scomfully of the “Ohnamacht des Sol-
len™ (*the impotence of the mere ‘ought™). There-
fore, it seemed plansible 1o scan history for ten-
dencies that, 25 % were, would namrally butiress
those normative ideas. As a consequence of a new,
-future-oriented historical consciousness, this sphere
had been mstilied with meaning and relevance. so
that history, first of all, auracted the interest of phi-
Tosophy. Kant took up this issue of the “realisation
of Reason in history” and Hegel. moreover. trans-
posed the transhistorical operations of Reason, as
such, into the process concepts of a genesis of Rea-
son that was now nnderstood as giving structure to
history as well as to hatore.

With his dialectical philosophy of history Hegel
tried to bridge the gap between the normativity of
abstract reason and onrezsonmable social and his-
torical circumstances. While for Kant the moral

.praxis of cooperating individuals had merely been

encouraged by a philosophy of history, Hegel de-
veloped an encompassing conception of world his-
tory. Yer, in view of the logic of world-historical
processes, in a way fixed in advance, some famous
stadents of Hegel's felt challenged to create space
for a form of praxis which they could again atribute
to the historically acting subjects themselves. Both
fascinated and repelled by their mentor’s sysiem,
Feuerbach and Marx rejected the idealist form of
philosophy — bt wished {o retain its rational con-
tents. They now wanied to abolish a sublate phi-
losophy in order to realise it — not, like Kant,
through individual moral action but by political
mesns. So they finally wimed the classical re-
Iationship of theory and praxis upside down.

Theory was now to take the stage in a double
guise — as false consciousness and as critique. In
both respects philosophy is embedded in the praxis
of 2 particulsr socia) context and remains dependent
on it. While critical theory tries 1o uncover the con-
text-dependency of a traditional theory that only im-
agined itself 10 be independent of any historical con-
dilions. this ¢ritique becomes aware of its pwn social
rools, And gezing in the mirror of the context of its
own histoncal genesis, it also discovers the ad-
dressee who can be on 10 a liberating praxis

it by means of the critical insight the self-reflexive the-

‘ory wished now to provide.

Thus Marx transposed Hegel's theory into an ec-
onomic critique infended to migger the practical
ovenhrow of the capitalist foundations of society.
He understood such praxis as the simultaneous sub-
lation and realisation of philosophy. But it was long
before the fallure of the monswous Soviet Russian
experiment and the decomposition of the Empire
that this exuberant thought was proved wrong, This
version of theory becoming praxis had also been

criticised within Western Marxism itself.

Allow me to address only three points in this re-
gard.
Criticism was leveled first at the underlying as-
snmptions of 2 materjalist history of philosophy that
had, in fact. not broken with the 1otalising thrust of
metaphysics but had merely wansposed the weleo-
logical figures of thought from nature onto history as
a whole. Meanwhile, however, the fallibilist self-
understanding of science had reached philosophy,
too, stimulating the awarepess that the structurmal
changes in history can no longer be construed as
manifesting some invisible hand. The critique, has,
secondly, targeted the projection of macro-subjects
onto the screen of world history. Concepts for col-
Tective actors such as “social class™, “culture™, “peo-
ple”. or “Valksgeiss” (“popular spirit™) intimate
something like ont-sized subjects. However., the di-
vergent beliefs and conflicling intentions of different
individuals can reasonably be integrated only
through intersubjective processes of communication
and deliberation. Political intervention in critical so-
cial developments, therefore, depends on democratic
opinion and will formation. The avantgardist project
of social revolotion has, thirdly, auracted a cridque
of the over-inflated claims of the criticising Reason
itself. The interest in geming coatrol over history, as
if the inherently contingent and largely inaccessible
web of historical events were a second nature had
unfortunately replaced the well-taken moral impulse
to liberate mankind from the repetitive compulsions
of a repressed history of suffering. The conception
of a praxis, informed by so-called “laws of historv™.
overrides the boupdaries of the finite human mind
and fails 10 pay due respect to the pluralist constitu-
tion of a form of praxis that is fueled by the “yes™
and “no™ of communicatively acting subjects. It con-
flates the intersubjectively performed praxis of so-
cialised individuals with the technical interventions
of a collective subject only asseriing itself.

-l

So, the young-Hegelian urge for theory to become
practical only mirrors another aspect of what Hork-
beimer and Adomo have called instrumental reason.
Is, in other words. the modem question as to how
philosophy can become practical perhaps wrongly
put in the first place? It would be somewhat hasty. [
think. to jump to this conclusion.

In view of a philosophy which is w0day reduced 1o
only one among other academic disciplines, most of
us still have the irvitating semsaton that there is
somehow lacking an essential clemment. It is hard to
deny the intition, at least. that a philosophy re-
gressing into the sclf-sustaining discourses of an ac-
ademic discipline is no longer philosophy in the
proper sénse of the word. It is not so much the ab-
sence of totalising concepts, of speculation about na-
ture and history as a whole, that appears to be a
shorticoming. In modernity, particularly given the
disasters of the J0th centwry, some mc;:pby;:;al
meaning disclosed by reason appears to have been
irrevocably lost. What a philosophy, that has shnunk
to the size of an academic discipline lacks is some-
thing else — namely, a perspective from which it
stalements can gain the power to provide oriemation
in life. . .

Afier the fiasco of a theory which. evidently. be-
camé practical in the wrong way, the Kanl_:an dis-
tinction berween scholarly and worldly philosophy
— “Schud-und Weltphilosophie” — is emerging s 3
new form Those exoieric approaches which have
the advantage of not wying 1o reply exclusively to
self-created problems, defined by and emerging from
philosophical discussion itself, can easily be dis-
tinguished from the highly specialised basiness of a
remote discipline. Exoteric approaches, ¢.2. in the
wake of Niezsche. have 2 public impact, becanse
they square up to the probiems which confrom phi-

oqUOS Jugyg ‘ojoyd

“A genuinely modern
vision of philosophy,
which wishes to keep one
of its feet in science and
academia and which is
not willing to escape the
fallibilist consciousness
of any academic
enterprise, is forced to
drop the claim of

. A} holding the key to the

t B Truth.”

losophy from outside, that is, from both private and
public life. These diagnostic approaches respond to
the particular need of a Modemity which is, after
all. bereft of any guidance by modcls of the past.
For Modemity has to reach a nommative under-
standing of fiself by its own devices. The philosoph-
ical disconrse on Modemiry is a terrain occupied
both by its defendants and by its post-modern cri-
tques. such as Karl Popper, Hans Blumenberg. or
Karl-Ono Apel on one side, Michel Foucault
Jacques Derrida and Richard Rorty on the other.
Here is not the appropriate place to go into the con-
moversy over who has the better arguments. How-
ever. in view of what we may expect philosophy can
bring about 1oday. [ find apother tension that bas
arisen in the context of this debare. interesting. Let
me put this in scene as an opposition berween a qua-
si-religious and a more pragmatic self-anderstanding
of philosophy.

Following Nietzsche, Heidegger has consmued the
history of Western civilisation and society to reflect
an underlying conceptual history of Plaionism and
Hellenised Christanity. That is 1o say. he has de-
constructed the history of metaphysics in order to
“overcome™ the humanistic self-undersianding of
modern man. According to his critique of the mod-
ern condition, 2 new attitude of serenity should take
the place of the possessive individualism of a sub-
jectivity thar is only asserdng itself. Ar the same
time Hejdegeer assigns to the emerprise of this cri-
tique of metaphysics a mission. which is reminiscent
of the original religious meaning of comtemplation.
However, the philosophical “remembrance™ of Be-
ing is not so much 1o revive an anamnesis of ideas
in the service of some persopal salvation; it is in-
tended to “pvercome™ an imminent apocalyptic fate
of mankind. While promotng this “apocalyptic at-
tentism™ Heidegger appropriates the gesture of the
chosen thinker who possesses privileged access 1o
the epiphany of wuth. He believes that a mystically
tinged form of anamnestic thought has the magical
and harrying power to accelerate, in an indirect way.
the pending salvation of the Occident. In this vein
the “thinker” is supposed to counter-balznce the fate
of a God-forsaken Modemiry. Marxism once had en-
deavoured to secure its relation 1o world history by
means of revolutionary praxis. Heidegger preserves.,
for philosophy, a similarly fateful reference fo the
meta-history of Being. by a kind of pscudo-religious
upgrading of the spiritual powers of the chosen
thinker.

Thus philosophy continues to bear the fate of the
world on its shounlders. Here, 2 strand of the Pla-
tonist tradition persists, one incompatible with the
Modern tum towards an egalitarian universalism. A
genuinely modern vision of philosophy, which
wishes to keep one of its feet in science and ac-
ademia and which is oot willing to escape the fal-
libilist consciousness of any academic enlerprise, is
forced o drop the claim of holding the key to the
Truth (whar Amold Gehlen once called the
“Schiusselattitude™ of the mandarins). To the ex-
tem that philosophy still tries to provide orientation
in life. it must do so in a less dramatic manner. At
this end of the spectum, philosophy arrives ar a
more modest, a pragmartic self-understanding, lo-
cating itself in the differentiated orders of modem
societies. Philosophy thus abandons the atitude of
presenting #self as a pretentious countervailing
power against the entire Modemn world, Instead, It
now tries 1o place itself within this world which it.
at the same time, is 10 interpret, and to do this in
such a way that il can rake on various functionally
differenijated roles and make specific contributions
to different audiences.

This lecture is prinied with the special permission af
Jurgen Habermas. The second instalment of 'Theory
and praxis revisited” will be published next week.

Plain “latk

It was not love but culture in
a cold climate. The averape
temperatwre  in Siockholm
was between one and minus
one when the city hosted the
Intergovernmental  Confer-
ence on Cultural Policies for
Development. The confer-
ence lasted for foor days
from 30 March 10 2 April bin
what was said and discussed
would actually fill tomes.
The importance of the con-
ference was shown by the
fact that dozens of ministers
of culiure panicipated. with
some delegarions comprising
45 members. The Egyptian
delegation, which 1 had the
honour and pleasure of join-
ing, had 18 members headed
by Mohamed Ghoneim, first
under-secretary at the Min-
istry of Culture. But together
with the official, govem-
menial delegation, were a
number of specialists in dif-
ferem fields.

It would be difficult, al-
most impossible, 1o give
even a bud's eye view of
everything that went on dur-
ing the conference, but there
were some highlights that
deserve a mention. I had the
pleasant task of being one of
three panelisis during the
forum on improving imer-
national cooperation for cul-
tural policy. The forum was
headed by Mgohamed Gho-
neim, who showed real mas-
tery in conducting dis-
cussions. Other members of
our delegation atiended the
meeting and made some in-
teresting and useful inter-
ventions. The three panelists,
Dr Higgins, former minister
of culture of Ireland. a first
speaker, Mr Weber from the
Council of Egrope, and my-
self dealt with the subject
from different angles.

Globalisation offers bener
possibilities for cooperation
but it wends 10 lead w subtle
cultural invasion. Culwre
has to be given priority, a
new ethic is needed and
economy should be in-
strumental; cultural coop-
eration should be a two-way
process based on confidence
in our own culture and on
the openness of other cui-
ures; it should include coop-
eradon in education, LRam-
ing, and communication.
The insdmtional mech-
anisms of cultural coop-
eration have to be remewed
by combining Insdtutional
and non-institutional levels
as more and more inibatives
are taken by networks of
people.

The papelists engendered
an interesting debate. Over
20 speakers took the floor,
informing the meeting about
innovadve projects such as
the Honse of the Culwres of
the World and Culture in the
Neighbourhood. 2 project in-
itiated by Switzerland for in-
teraction with some African
countries.

Another forum I could not
miss was The Vision of Af-
rican Cultural Cooperation
and Development. This deait
with all aspects of African
culure, literaure, music,
dance and drama. | was hap-
py to see Hassan El-Greitly.
the theame director, among
the speakers.

Egypt panicipated in all
forums and angoras: the chil-
dren’s angora was atended
by Abdel-Tawab Youssef, a
leading writer for children,
the Women in Culral Pol-
icies was anended by Dr
Hoda Badran, the Musical
Diversity and Rights forums
were attended by Nagui El-
Habashi, the ceflist, and Ab-
del-Rahman El-Khateeb, 2
music lecrurer, both of
whom are resident in Swe-
den.

A forum that 1 found par-
ticularfy interesiing and val-
id for us in Egypt was on
Creativity and Cultwral In-
dusuies, chaired by the UK
and Jamaica. It discussed the
important issue of relations
berween governments and
the private secior. An im-
portant issue discussed was
the relation berween tourism
and culture. It was strongly
felt that the role of the gov-
emment is 1o creale the nec-
essary space and climate to
help release the creativity of
individuals,  communities
and societies. The perverse
effects of tourism, a “mixed
blessing™ for the develop-
ment of creativity, were also
discussed

The forum emphasised the
need Lo have 2 balanced part-
nership between the public
and private seciors, the spe-
cialised training of policy
makers and government ad-
ministrators and the
tection of the rights of crea-
tors.

The conference was, in-

deed, a cultural banquer,

with so many kinds of sa-
voury dishes. Bul, as is sp
often the effect of such ban-
quels, there was ajways the
danger of culwral in-
digestion!

Mursi Saad El-Din
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Last week, Givenchy’s spring/summer 1998 haute couture . .
collection was presented, along with the house’s latest perfume, - 22388
Extravagance, to a selected — and enthralled — public. Fayza PSS
Hassan basked in a whiff of Parisian elegance L

oo

S .y

The guests gathering in the ballrcom of the Ramses Hilton are
not representative of the public one traditionally associates with a
fashion show. or. for that marter. the launching of a perfume
called Extravagance. There is no sign of the excess at which the
perfirne may hint. only exquisitely subdued elegance among the
members of the [nner Wheel Club. who organised the event. All
is as it should be. and there is no need for even a frisson of guilt:
the proceeds will be distributed among several charities under the
auspices of Mrs Suzanne Mubarak,

The women. in perfectly tailored dresses and suits, most in so-
ber black or navy blue. look more like top professionals than friv-
olous little things come to ooh and aah at Alexander McQueen's
daring creations.

Youssra, in a strict two-piece suit, no make-up, has slipped dis-
creetly. almost unnoticed. to her table. Impeccably dressed men
are discussing business. Good taste reigns supreme. down to the
tasteful bouquets on the individual tables. “Pity about the music.”
murmurs Etenne de Swardt, the young international manager of
Givenchy Perfumes. “What is wrong with ii?" asks the com-
mercial attaché of the French Embassy. “It’s fit for the circus.™
says Etienne. “Can they turn the loudspeakers down™ Appar-
ently they can’t, but the conversation proceeds gaily over the din.
“Have you seen the collection? asks the ravishing Caroline
Grouvel, director of haute couture at Givenchy. ~Only briefly, on
television,” says someone. [t is one of his besr; such a gifted
young man.” The gifted young man is Alexander McQueen. of
course, appointed artistic director of haute couture and ready-to-
wear for Givenchy in 1996 — the very same year, as the tuste-
fully exuberant programme informs us, he received the British

Designer of the Year award from the British Fashion Council.

McQueen’s family, we learn, of the [uxurious bro-
chure. “descends from the French tradition of weavers and drap-
ers dating from the late 18th century. When the Huguencts left
France to seek refuge in London, the McQueen family participat-
ed in the rebirth of whe textile industry in England.” Young Al-
exander was born in London in 1969 and, at the age of 16. began
his career on Saville Row, “starting at Anderson and Shepherd
and continuing at Gieves and Hawkes,” where he worked on cus-
tom-made jackets and suits for the likes of the Prince of Wales
and Lord Rothschild, meanwhile acquiring a master™s degree at
St Martin's School of Art in 1992,

From persecution, then. to pinstripes — all in the space of two
brief centuries. He then moved to the theawe costumers Bar-
mans and Nathans, where he learned different cutting tech-
niques. He went on to work with designer Koji Tatsuno, and on
to Milan, where he continued 10 acquire more experience with
Romeo Gigli.

Alexander McQueen's collection is all that one can expect. un-
der such exhilarating circomstances, and much more. The music
stops suddenly and, in the awed silence that ensues, 2 few exotc
notes are heard. Japanese screens bave been raised on the stage,
and the shadows of three models. rendered even more eerily jean
by the lighting effects, appear. More tiniding chimes, aad they
reveal themselves, proceeding along the catwalk. Their faces are
those of shop mannequins, alf electric-bive eyeshadow aud plas-
ticine foundation, their heads clad in straight, irregularly scis-
sored wigs in neon red, ine. platinum and anburn.

These are not women at all, but walking coathangers: every de-

signer”s dream., No individual characteristics deter from the stn-
ning. superbly original creations — for these are not mere dress-
es. These are symbols with sharp hip-bones, not women. They
are the handmaidens of fashion, here to serve it, not be enhanced
by it When one of the models shimbles in her high stiletio heels,
one is relieved o discover that they are, in fact, buman. More ex-
quisite shapes waver behind the screen: more extremely tall, be-
wigged piris descend the steps majestically, each in a breath-
taking, hand-sewn and often delicately hand-embroidered mas-
terpiece. “There are many tiny beads. beautiful lace and sheer
veil, and Asian allare. The public is silent, straining to take it all
in. It is all very sophisticated and daring, but never fussy, never

vulgar.
Even the few ganments featuring rather i décolletage
are ethereal, works of art to be displayed and simply admired.
There is no flesh, only skin. Doing something as mundane as
wearing these items would seem sacnlegious.
Can one buy them — assuming, that iz, that one could afford’
them? It is not easy, but aragements can be made, provided the
client is ready to travel to Paris 1o pick up her treasure.
*This is oot about selling dresses.” says Brigitte Lefebvre, re-
gional manager for Christian Dior, firmly. “In haute counure, we
really sell an image, a dream. Women will not all buy a cess,
but they will be tempted by the maybe, a scarf or a bag,
which will make them feel that they own a bit of Dior or Gi-
W_{l‘::ynmmeyhav;g:sqlpml?;}mgdmﬁag;gﬁ”m .
guests depart, bearing a littie ow bag con-
taining a bit of the dream: the latest perfurne from Givenchy. -
Additional reperting by Amany Abdeil-Moneim

’ its downward i | ;
el o0 5 o puth. 11 b2 e, o 2
tether. he began to Ton across the fietd. his gaiahiva
s bis bare feet scarcely touching

been doinZ (oD
well ai school and his father had hired Ustadh Ab-
del-Rabman, the village schoolteacher, t© help him

Mohamedhadfoundoutaboutthelssmsm:le
da; chance, 85 he was preparing (o enter, un-
nogc:tyi.tbcmda's to shinny up the mul-
berry tree and pick some of. the deliciously tipe.

that Mursi was being in-
itiated into the myswerious art of writing. A strange
feeling overcame him, a2 mixture of burning curios-
ity and jealousy. Mohamed knew Usmdk Abdel-
Rahman, The teacher had stopped him once on his

|

way to the water to ask him why he never
came to school. Fri the boy bad taken 10 his
beels, clutching his bucket, without tetling

" the ustadh that his family needed him to work in the

fields, but that he was dying o go to school. Secing
himz now, leaning over Mursi, Mohamed regretied
is haste. He refiected that the teacher did ret look

his
like an evil man Maybe he conid have talked his fa-

ter company and came home every evening in his
dark suit. a newspaper neatly acked onder his arm.
Mohamed bad waited for Mursi that day and.
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with mutton Andrew Steele and a pair of tongs 1 1 5T EEme
L licnts: ) . | B,. s'n‘la m L ! I : h
3 loaves of pita bread (cutin A wuly remarkable venue, the Hana House, bean curd with spicy kim chi and beef ribs. A . 41, Rui y
squares) secreted in a corner of the Nile Zamalek Ho-  First the pork. It came. as one might expect, ) Ckossofknife " (S)ans:nnbers:sallowness =T
1 lamb leg or shoulder tel, at the end of Brazil Street. A real Koreap  with the usual melange of shredded vegetables S-Tl h'wm @ @ 42 deer (D 31 =T
{boiled) restaurant, this, as evidenced by the scores of and a faintly sticky sauce, The laste Was 2 | 3 Kick aurexpropriate (5) pri conmbmmsd'mm : e b
2 cups mutton stock Korean diners throngm% about as we made wow: the chef deserves a hearty slap on the | 1y faqt l:;‘P'UP“ 36, Glodden (5) m T
2 cups white rice (cooked) our entrance. We were shown smanly to a la-  back. The pork itself was well cooked and ten- 15. Housebroken (e 47. Pernme fatale; bewitching (5) 5 b
7 cups yoghurt bie as meaty smells wafied their pleasant way  der. A heady dish, if ever there was one. Thor- | 16 American whose pereats 49, Affirmative (3) L 1 i '
1 cup rakina (raw) into our nostrils, We were in for an interesting  oughly recommended. The bean curd and kim were immigrants from Japan 50, Undress (6) a ; :
1/2 cup fresh lemon juice feast, Little baskets full of glowing embers chi was equally wondrous, Warm kim chi with | (5) 52. ional relationship (9 FEn :
I thp. crushed garlic stood guard at each table. The circular platter  cubes of tofu on the side, waiting to soak up | 17. Formality; celebxation (5) 54, Mother-of-peard (5) 5 6
Cooking oil called the “Success Roaster” served as a cen-  the juices. And soak it did, the texture of the 18.Egg(a) 56, Hangman's halter (5) ’ o
Butter trepiece: at the Hana House, you do your own  tofu adding a creamy slant to the spicy cab- | 19. Contaminetion; poison(5)  60. Each and every (3)
Salt + pepper + nutmeg ing. . . . bage mixture, We proclaimed the dish a win- | 20. First lady (3) 63, Intimation; prompt; canch-
(grated) The meny is large and varied, offering anin-  ner, and wolfed it down accordingly. The veg- - | 21. Health resort (3) word(3) '
comparable range of Korean treats, with stock  etables were equally good. The evening’s one | 22- Corridacheer (3) 64, Jostle; canter (3)
Method: Chinese and Japanese bits and pieces thrown  disappointment was the rather bland chickea E4-Smms.abb.(31 66. Reigning king (3) )
Place the boiled mutton inan  in for good measure. The choice of cook-ii-  bamboo shoot, which, although it hailed from | 25 Middle layerof wallofar- 67, Cubicleor booth (5) '
oven dish. Season with salt.  yourself items is listed in the grill section, the Chinese section of the menu, lacked the ;‘3’1[?’2 6 - Joase TI-SP“‘SW@) H
pepper and auimeg, Place in which _includes quf Leg. Beef Tail and Beef  gastronomic savoir-faire of its Korean coup- ones “ﬂ(ms) L Fm’lsomeous ) h ]
a medium prebeated ovenun-  Trip (sic). We d;c:ded to go for broke and or- terparts. Not bad, but it didn’t compare to 118 | 59, ey 'P“G . ichall 73Nt @ 11. Goddess of fertility {4)
til golden and crisp. Deep-fry  dered soups, spring rolls and a we:_xlth 'of main ﬂlu_smaus menu maies. And so to the piece de (5 TECIAn Music 7. f"“"'g“gl coin(4) - lZ.Paltof_ adime (4) - 48.Fary (3)
pita bread squares umtl courses in order to sate our grumbling inpards.  resistance: a laa:ge plate of raw meat, a pair of |33 Be ravenous; lick cne’s 75_‘mmt. - chri ) 13. Songbird, pL (4) . 51. Worthless cotn (3}
slightly golden. Place in a  First up. naturally, was a selection of the tongs and a pair of scissors, slapped without chops (6) mw‘w. Amﬂ"“?mn mh"mmng 21 Reser biack pig with ﬁ_m_pomfmmm ~ )
large, deep serving bowl. usual complimentary starters. These were €x- ceremony onto the periphery of onr Success | 36, Curvature (3) caffeine (4) e whits stripe across its spine (12) mdmm@
Add the stock after boiling it.  quisite, and included liquorice-1asting dried Roaster, which had been fuelled up with coal | 39, Oblirerates (5) 77. Exhanst: wear out (4) B Vems(@) 57.5. African amelope (5)
Add the cooked rice (hot). black beans and an unusual turnip and potaloc  and was ready w rock and roll. After initial FERELEREABETIE] 22_?- L of “jonium™ (2) " 58. Spamish peatleman (5)
Hand-blend the yoghurt. 1a-  dish. All with definite élan. ail very reticence, we got into the sizzie, and snipped g JAESOTASISATIN  DOWN " . zs:M::h directions (3} 59, Displaced pesomex-
hina, lemon juice and garlic, good indeed. The soups continued the theme  and turned. shified and ‘until it was [ENRCIRIKIVERTLY X Eg 1. Seraglio (5) 0 recent; in the rear (4) icate {5)
and add salt to taste. Add a  of excellence. The hands-down winner here  dome to perfection. What a marinadel All in 7] 2. ..andkicking(5) Sl-msmﬁkeﬁsh(?-) 60. Of similar churacrar (1)
pinch of pepper. Pour this was the masterly shrimp won ton S0Up. all, great fun and great food, as well.as ex- 3. Doorned to desmsction (5) s (4) '
blend over the rice. Melt a  packed full of morsels of delight. It had a big  emplary service. Pay a visit to Hana House the 4.Lace(3) .
small piece of butter and and bouncy bite which smacked of all things next time you fancy Oriental, 20d you won't _ 5. Desist; conswrain (4)
spread on top. Serve hot with  fishy. The spring rolls were crisp and tender be disappointed With dioner for four with m[ﬂulli]rm [FEARDIoDlo) §. Volcano molten rock (4)
the mutton. Sprinkle some and packed with a savory vegetable mix four Stellas at a value-packed LE154. you. |rarreye Wr-in- miblotc) ;’ Fliginiess bind of Austraia (3)
fried almonds and pioe nuts  which made for heaven in the mouth. 100, can afford 1o sizzle. T IENNC #IEE I AIERIGEgAE| - Evil spiric; malignant super-
on top of the fatta (optional). The main courses did not 1 We Hana House, the Nile Zamalek Hotel, 21 Al- dua%gg BICILILIET 1 ;ﬂm“l X
Moushira chose pork with Korean hot and spicy, chick-  Maahad Al-Swissri St., Zamalek L BRI EIN{ T E] lb_AmuﬂnmplmhleuzJ
Abdel-Malek ¢n bamboo shoot. pan-broiled vegetables, Tel: 3419734 Throngh(3) -
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ing to the cinema is still a favourite Eid pastime, but yesterday's audiences really had it all: stars, song and social realism. Act one of an occasional series

Cinema
snapshots

From Spiro Raissi's pioneering ventures to Umm Kulthoum's

pet projecis Fayza Hassan looks back at the entrepreneurs
and artists whotnade Egyptian cinema what it was -

&ma is common to the Tegion rather than specif- -

icnmanyoneoounu'y.

_“In the beginning, you have the birth of cin-
¢ma in Arab countries, according to the same
process, in Rabat, Tunis, Algiers, Cairo, Da-

. Operators.
Egypt, it was the brothers Lama, Mesgnich i
MMD.ShEithhiclyinTunisia.“es “

filmmakers '

one can still find films of Arab cities, fribes and -

villages produced ar the tmn of the -centory:
(“Un cinfaste marocain ap Caire™, interview

Arabe 8, 1991). : i

The first attemprs 2t local filmmaking can be

raced to 1917, but little came of these be-
ginnings. Foreign films were already starting to
offer an atiractive altemative 1o theatre-goers,

cinema”, Spiro Raissi, re-
counts his father's rocky beginnings:

beginnings: -
“When my father finished school in the early -

*20s, he did not wish to bacome 2 bank em-
playee like my uncles. He was looking aromnd
for a promising business ventyre when he heard
by chance. that Cinema Olympii was up for
lease. The idea of taking it over appealed to
him. He consulted his brothers, who declared
him certifiable. He knew nothing about the
business, they told him: how couvld he o
compete in a market of which he was y ig-
norant? My father insisted, however, and even-
mally convirced his brothers to leave their
cushy jobs and joini him in the advenhure.”

having been talked into leaving the bank, and
insisting that Spiro-find someone who would
take the lease off’ their bands. Spiro was abont
to give in to their wrgeni sopplication, when 2

formne-teller wamed him not to give up some- .

thing that was just about to bring him' great
pmf%ts,ifhecou]dmﬂymamgemhmgcna
litde longer. He bad a serions talk. with
brothers and they finally decided to

. Star was rising. In 1925, banker
- Tal'at Harb established his own film company
- and cinema, utilising exclusively Egyptian per-
- sonnel, among whom he selected a few for

Taining in Eorope. .

The first Egyption film was launched in 1926,
the largs provincial it In e Sty 19308

incial cides. In the exrdy 1

talking fllms were developed. The first Egyp-
tian musical, Unshudar Al-Fuad, was released
n 1932, followed in 1933 by Abdel-Wahab's
Al-Warda Al-Bayda'. In 1935, the Egyptian
public was treated to Mumira El-Msahdiya's
Ghandira,

Artists Jike Badi’a Massabni then decided that
were interested in producing films and, af-
ter Abde]-Wabab's with AL-Warda Al-
Bayda’, Umm Knlthoum threw herself into the
fray with Widad, the first of her six films. On
this particnlay occasion, Unim Kulthoust want-
ed 1o star in an historical piece featuring Bed-
ouin. She chose Fikri Abaza to write the script
to a story that she invented herself. Abdel-
Wahab was her co-star. Careful with her own
money, Umm Kulthoum preferred not fo fi-
nance her ventures into the world of cinema
personally. In the case of Widad, Bonlos Hanna
thoughma oﬂ'uedmm underwrite the mﬁig;.Alit-' )
on costs were
financing could be arranged, the profits and
fees were much- gregier than those fom any .

" other source,” wiltes ‘Virginia Danielson in The

Vioice of Egwpt, Umm Kulthum, Arabic Song
and Egyptian Society in the Twentieth Cennry
%Amﬂim University in Cairo Press,
‘The prospect of high profits atiracted a num-
ber of performers from other Amb countries
who became connectad with cinema in one way -
or the other. The Al-Atrash family, who rose to
fame during that peried, immediately comes 10
mind, but there were many others who, whether

deliberately or by chance, were able 1o carve

g:tupmspmsme;ersfar@emselvesinlh:
Marie Queenie had various professional suc-
cesses as an actress, a studio owner, a tech-

* mician and a producer. She came 10 Egypt from

Lebanon with her mother and sisters in the

t_ dawn of cinema's golden age. Her aunt, Assia,
was well on her way to becoming one of Egyp-

tian cinema's most famous stars. In 1940, Ma-

.. tie Queenie, who had always had supporting

roles in her sunt’s flms, mamied Ahmed Galal,
Assia’s director. In 1942, Galal

nished school in the

Shepheard’s Hotel). the Paradis
and, fially, the jewel of the fi

crown, the Royal, which they early °20s, he did not
built on leased land (the cinemz wwish 10 become a bank

dayeq Al-Qubba, where he bodlt
hiz studio, mainly with construc-
tion material bought from the
British army. The films in which

was io revert to the landowners employee like my uncles. Assia and Marie Queenie starred

afier 20 years) and which fea- .t ) o0, ki 2 around

wred an electrically-powered

f which opened in the for a promising business
sommer. ) venture when he heard
All in all, the Raissi brothers  py chance that Cinema
were managing seven CIDEQRS. . Olumpig wias up for

SUIIMET.

for the next five years were pro-
duced at Studio Galal.

Galal died in 1947 and, for a
year, his widow was at a loss.
Then she decided o pick up the
pieces and proceed in the foot-
steps of her late husband. She

two of which were openairve- ) o "y idea of taking acted occasionally but, more im-

nues. Spiro. however, had oot

believed in their good formme i over appealed to him.
at ﬁer‘s,r.. and had never planned He consulted his
for the long term. As the lease 3 urhors, who declared
periods on the varous CImCnias him certﬂ'iable"

came to an end, he was unsble

portantly, ran the studio and pro-
duced'%lms. Director Hassan
Imam translated French seri

: Scripts,
and Smdio Galal began to
once more. Marie

to renew them. Even the Royal,

which bad been built by the Raissis, had to be -

relinquished at the end of the 20-year term.
Pi 1li, another Egyptian
bl Sven sope modest begintings, although he

to the countryside.
onto a small truck and set out every evenmg to
provide entertainment 10 an Cager public who
gladly paid 10 piastes 2 head to walch the an-
tics of Laurel and Hardy or Charlie Chaplin in
Maodern Times, by a short cartoor In-

gan 1o search for outeet An
villa belonging 1o the Bakhum family went up
for sale during that period. Zarpanelli thought
d:\elocutiunwasidﬂ;lgorac;ggma.ﬂgae-

i villa, tore it down, ar hed
qcmalhlgadinn’on the sife.. Unlike the Raisst
brothers, Zarpapelli was I

. When i
?izdvadauﬁeg':hm, he never hes_ltaled._ Although
he hit on 3 winner that first time, his f%
soon chi as be backed one chunker

i jo to the
the oter. Broke, he sold Cinema Radio to
Ga'far brothers, who own;g cﬁr;’g::
Opera and Rivoli and who, like the :
were the cimema owners in Egypt. Their

poured in, and Zarpancli be- .
cred:'llz,ly. profis an investment cutlet. An old

ire, however. was longer-li
Regardiess of the ¢

ie is proud to mace a few
of Youssef Chahine’s first films to ber studio,
in particutar his first film with Omar El-Sherif.

.. . From the start, Magie Queenie had becn inter-
. ested in filrn editing. She began, she says, by ed-

iting Assia’s films. “Tt was all cutting and stick-

. ing then, all done by hand,” but, since Studio

Galal conld nort afford the new editing facilities
at first, she sent the work o cinema Olympia for
a time. There, the Raissis hed lished a
sizte-of-the-ant 1ab for thar purpose. When the
stodio began 10 do well, she decided o buy the

* necessary equipment and, with the help of Mar-

celle Saleh, the smdio began its own editing
work. Finally Marie Que<nie made the decision

. she considers the wost daring of her caréer- In
~the "50s, she established a fully equipped la-

boratory for colour, “the most tachnically ad-
vanced in Egypt,” she notes proudly. The future
seamed bright, especinlly since her son, Nader,
was becoming a fiim director in his own right. A
fateful year, 1963, put paid 1o her dreams for the
future, however: nationalisation forced her to re-
linguish ownership of the smdto.

The fim i a5 a4 whol¢ was changing.
With the advent of television and a pofitical cli-
marte adverse to frivolity, cinema-goeys chose to
watch filmg in the privacy of their homes.
Many cinemas fell victim 1o
closed. Others attracted audiences which did
not care about the quality of production. Today,
a revival may be Jooming on the horizon, bat,
with 1he number of new fflms now accessible
via sateflite, cinemns owners will be hard put w
auract a new clientele not brought up on the ra-
dition of a nigin at the cinema, which was such
an important part of their parents’ lives.

e g Aty - —m s e .

acquired a plot of land in Ha- -

and were

From top: $amia Gamal and
Farid Al-Atrash in one of the
many musicals so popularin
the 1930s; Badr Lama in Nida’
Al-Damm (Blood Calls); Laila
Murad and Anwar Wagdi in
Anbar (Amber); Mahmoud
Zulficar’s Al-Ard Al-Tayyiba
{The Good Earth), with Mariam
Fakhreddin and Kamal
El-Shennawi; Layiat Al-Dokhia
{Wedding Night), with Ismail
Yassin and Hassan Fayeq

Sixteen frames
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to realism

Moving pictures caused a sensation when they were first
revealed to the Egyptian public, wiites Hani Mustafa, It was
only a matter of time before cinema-goers could hear the
actors too. Then the faflahin made their entrance

“European photographers are in the process of
inventing a way of displaying photographic im-
ages as thongh they were moving™ This short
announcement appeared in A/-Hile! magazine in
May 1895. Later that year, on 28 December, the
Lumiére brothers held the first ground-breaking
public performance of the Cinématographe at the
Indian Salon of the Grand Café, Boulevard des

Evenss followed in. rapid succession. Almost a.

year later, on 5 November 1896, the first motion
pictore performance was beld in one of the re-
ception halls of Tousson Pasha's palace in Alex-
andriz. Shortly afterwards, on the 28th of that
month, another screening was held at the Shep-
heard’s Hotel. These occasions marked the be-
ginning of a story told in 16 frames per second, a
projection speed which portrayed action on film
as faster than life. Sound in the cinema had yet to
make i1s entrance. For the most part, the first a1-
iempts at cinemaography were shor, docu-
mentary films.

Inidally, the cinema industry in Egypt was pri-
marily associated with European expawiates in
Cairo and Alexandria. It was nob long, however,
before the intriguing new invention and the po-
tential it offered amracted Egypiian enthusiasts.
Among the first Egyptans o make a name in the
industry was a young revolutionary, Mobamed
Bayoomi, who had graduated from military col-
lege in 1915. He was discharged from the mil-
itary in 1918 due 1o his militant agitation against
the Britdsh occupation. Following the 1919 Rev-
olution, in which he took pan,
he maveled 1w Berlin 0 study
cinema. Tewrming in 1923 1o
found Egypt's first cinema sm-
dio — Amoun Films — in Shu-
bra. In keeping with his political
sympathies, the films he pro-
duced focused on nationalist is-
snes, One of his works, perhaps
the most famous documentary
in the history of Egyptian cin-
ema, recorded the return of the
nationalist leader, Saad Zagh-
lonl, from exile in 1923. In the
same yvear, Bayoumi produced
another pioneering work, Bor-
soum Looks for a Job, the first
narrative film in the history of
the Egyptian cinema, = -

The 1920s saw the formation Aziza Amir

[ r

Meanwhile, the Lama brothers, the Isis Com-
pany’s major competiiors, also begzan to produce
full-length feature films. Indeed, their film Qu-
bla fi*l-Sahra’ {Kiss in the Desert). stamming Badr
Lama and Ibrahim Zulfigar apd directed by Ib-
rahim Lama, was screened several months before
Lavia. Historians. however, consider Layla the
first full-length Egyptian feature film, because it
bad begun filming before Qubla.

Another major firm .10 .influence-the- Egyptian
cinema industry was the Egyptian Acting.and
Cinema Company. founded by the famous econ-
omist and financier, Tal’at Harb, in 1%25. The
company bought Mohamed Bayoumi's studic
and appointed Bayoumi a member of its tech-
nical department. It was not until 1935, when
Tal'at Harb built an enonmous cinema studio
complex, that the firm branched out from shorts
and documentaries 1o full-length feature films. Iis
ballmark film was Widad, starring Umm Kul-
thourn_

Another jmportant transition in the history of
cinema worldwide occurred with the introduction
of sound in 1929. This period also saw the in-
crease of the speed of projection from 16 w0 24
frames per second. The Egyptian film induswy
did not introduce sound unnl 1932, the only ex-
ception being Tahi Daw' Al-Qamar (In the Light
of the Moon) directed by Shukri Madi in 1929
which was accompanied by sound played on
records.  Uinshudat Al-Fouad (The Heart's
Hymn), screencd on 14 April 1932, therefore, in-
troduced Egyptian cinema into the “sound era™.

However, there appears to be
1" some controversy here, for

Awlad Al-Zowat {Rich Kids),
: screeped in Cinema Royal on
14 March of that year, also
featured a fully integrated
sound track. Again, as with
Layla and Qubla, the fact that
filming had begun on Un-
shudat Al-Fouad first sentled
the score.

Gradually, as cinematogra-
phers perfecied the new cam-
era and sound technology,
high melodrama began to
yield to realism. Thus. an-
other landmark film in the
Egyptian cinema was Al-
Azima (Determination), di-
rected by Kamal Salim in

of the cinema clubs from which
the founders of Egypt’s first jarge cinema pro-
duction firms would emerge. The Cinema Club
for Amatewrs. advocaled by the Siwar Al
Muraharrika (Moving Pictures) ine, was
formed in 1923, followed, in 1926, by the Mina
Film club in Alexandria. The later was shori-
lived as its founders, Ibrahim and Badr Lama,
soon founded the Kandour Cinema Company
and turned to actual film production.

The Isis Film Company. founded by Aziza
Amir, was another of Egypt’s first large cinema

ction firms. One of its first films was Yad
Allah (The Hand of God), a large part of which
was filmed by the Turkish writer Widad Orfl.
The film was harshly cri!.icisedeor having mis-
resenied Egypuian socicty. Friction beiween
rlll:fg'l"urkish uﬁcﬂphotogm?her and Aziza Amir,
generated by the film's failure, became in-
creasingly acrimonious during their collaboration
in Isis Films" next rwo projects.

November appears to be the month for firsts in
the cinema induswy. On 16 November 1928,
Cincma Metropole screened the first full-length
Egyptian feature film, Lavia, staing Aziza
Amir and Widad Orfi and directed by Esefan
Rosti Highly melodramatic, in keeping with the
spirit of the times, the film pormayed the ragedy
of a country girl whose lover had absconded 2i-
ter making her pregnant The village scandal
forced the girl to flec to Cairo, where she met
with various other trials and tribulations. Layla
was the first film to vse large numbers of fal-
lahin as exiras; their training required extensive
time and effort on the part of the director.

1939. The film, which deait
with the issue of economic hardship and un-
employment, was st against the background of
an Egyptian alleyway, adding to the element of
realism. Evidently, the actors and technicians
who had worked on the film had treated the di-
rector with a mixture of sarcasm and pity. They
were certain that he was spending an inordinate
amount of effort on a project that was sure 1o be
a fiasco. Contrary lo their expectations, however,
Al-Azima was an unrivaled box-office success. It
was the first time that the Egypiian film-going
public felt that the events they were watching on
}!1: screen were part of their concrete day-to-day
ives.

Naturally. one would expect the cinema, as is
the case with all forms of ar. 10 undergo per-
petval change and developmem. Kamal Salim,
with Al-Azima. founded a new and vibrant
school of Egyptian cinema, among the prime ax-
gifcms of which was the proliferate Salah Abu

However, Egyptian cinema appears w have
made few advances. I is irue that we have seen
significant new departures in the works of such
established figures as Kamal El-Sheikh and
Youssef Chahine, as well as in the works of di-
rectors of the “middle geperation™ such as Ra'fat
EJ-Mihi, Khairi Bishara and Daoud Abdel-Sayed,
however. these are exceptions. Even the new
gencration of directors, such as Magdi Ahmed
Ali, Radwan El-Kashef and Osama Fawz — a)-
though the latter has produced films imbued with
poetic Iyricism — remain largely ensconced in
the realist school.

Edited by Pascale Ghazaleh
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Cook’s

ambassadors=

on tour

Last week, 250 Btitish tour operators from
Thomas Cook Holidays travelied around the
country to leam about its past, its present —
and its future. Their mission: io sell the
Egyptian tourist product in the UK. Rehab
Saad tagged along

= & N

(:i-in’s Py;amlds

were on

iinerar furtoday‘;ddega|= ' tes...

Egvpr. land of pharaohs

Vallex of tie Kdngs

Temples, pyramids and beautifil things

It would bring 1o my face such a big smile

To be cruising along the river Nile

These are the words of Debbie Harris, when she
was asked why she wanted to be one of Thomas
Cook's “Ambassadors for Egypr™. This nine-day
educational programme was designed to restore
confidence in Egypt as a tourist destination after
the massacre in Luxor. The participants are 250
staff members from Thomss Cook offices
throughout the United Kingdom. Their mission:
1o see what Egvpt can offer as far as rourist facil-
ities and securnty are concerned.

Each participant is being challenged to sell
Egypt 1o two clients for four nights per month —
in other words. to bring 4.000 tourists to Egypt be-
tween them over the coming vear. If thev meet
this tarpet, the reward will be a reunion in Aswan
in December 1998 featuring a cruise on Lake Nas-
ser aboard the SS Prince Abbas.

The 250 delegates did not travel simultaneously,
but were divided into six groups. each of which
then headed for a different destinasion for a period
of five days. Their programme was a mixiure of
hotel site inspeciions and sightseeing.

Afterwards. the participants reassembled in Cai-
ro for a gala weekend at the Semiramis Inter-
continenial where they had a number of work-
shops and maining sessions. Each of the six
groups summarised what thev had leam for the
others and seggested how they could promote dif-

ferent destinations.

“Each now has a mission on their return to Eng-
land. They have to prepare a business plan for
how they intend to bring people in. Some have put
forward creative ideas, like going into colleges, or
women"s institutes, (o promote others will
host a group in a hotel and screen a video about
Egypt Everyone will be busy doing something
different,” said Simon Laxton, general manager of
‘Thomas Cook Holidays.

*“We intend to encourage agents to sell as many
holidays as they can,” sitressed Sarah Leveritt,
Egypt product manager of the company. “We will
suggest that there should be a special day for
Egypt in all our offices. On that occasion. an
Egyptian night will be held: people will be
dressed in traditonal Egyvptian costume and Egyp-
tian food will be served.” There will also be a vid-
e0. shot last December. showing Egypt’s his-
torical and tourist treasures.

T visited Luxor with the group for the first time
in my life and T was really impressed with the
monuments, bazaars, Souad and Light per-
formonces and lentours  {horse-drawn car-
tiages].” said Katy Pearson. one of the tour oper-
ators. Pearson savs she will tell everyone back
bome how safe Egypt is and how well she was
looked after.

“Most of the people in my group had wavelled
o Exypt many times before.” said Mohamed
Shama. tour guide of the Aswan group. “This
time they were more conscious of change than
ever before: that roads had improved and cruise

Collector’s j

excavations of Count Michal Tysz-
kiewicz, one of the greatest and
best-known collectors of classical
antiquities, until his original joumal
was discovered in 1972, Jill

Kamil attended a lecture marking

the centennial of his death
I

! )

“His travels in Egypt in the mid- 19th century
{1861-1862) were noteworthy for the

breadth of his imerests. his nal ex-

yaur reservolions now for this encerm-ar
lilehme experience.

For more infosmation, please conkact your
ravel ogent or Malaysia Airlines chice ar

No. 10, Commercial Cenrer, MNile Hilon

Hotel, Caita.Tel.: 5799714 - 5781155 &

Fox 5760713 - Alex Tel: 034821711 &

Fare; 03-482521 1 oo visit us at 2 liefs

hp: / Fwwan malysiogidines.com my l £ mwmte.

MA%A wx Palgsa
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doesn’t amuse me.” The facts speak
otherwise. He described unwrapping
mummies io the museum with en-
thusiasm, nd he even attempted to
learn hieroglyphics.

tions and the desecration of monuments,
including the “barbarous™ hacking out of

does not pay encugh attention.” Yet, ha
himsell was not ‘abave illicit digging.
He was apparently, allowed to excavate

refused permission to do so on the ne-

boats are in betier condition. These are the pzo-
ple who have to sell Egypt. If they are convinced
by what they have seen. they will convince their
clients. Word of mouth is the best means of pro-
motion,” he said. Shatta described his group's
trip as the most successful he had ever made.
“We went to Aswan, cycled through the villages
and travelled from place to place in hanfours.
Pecple welcomed us everywhere.,” he saki. He
added that the many young giris in his group had
gone shopping late at night and “none reported
any inconvenience™. ’
“We are marketing Egypt in five categories:
Cairo and the Pyramids, Luxor. Nile cruises. Abp
Simbel and Lake Nasser as well as the Red Sea re-
sorts and Sinai.” said Laxton. “That is why we
chose these areas for our i ion tour. We want
our staff 1o have first-hand knowledge of what
Egypt is offering. we want 1o reassure our clients
on the question of safety, and we are working to
get business for the coming summer and winter

Seasous.
In addition to the “Ambassadors of Egypt™ pro-

. the Ministry of Tourism has taunched a

gramme
series of TV advertisements at a cost of 30 million
sterling which will be screened from May to Sep-
tember. The ads feamme everything from an-
tiquities to diving and safari trips, as well as night-
time entertainment.

Leveritt said that 2 new brochure for Egypt will
be launched in April, outlining new programmes,
including a our of classic [historic] hotels and a
tour combining a week’s cruising with a trip to the

wicz criticised illicit excava-

by Europeans. “Tt is a pity,” he
“that the Epgyptian government

east bank of the Nile in Laxor, but

Dakka, Debod and other sites on the reum journey.

He had a chance meeting with slave
according to Niwinski, was offensd a sample of their
wares but refused. “He also innocently shared a
pipe with a friendly minister at a tme when the
plague was rampant " '

The count’s last record refers to excavations ar
Sagqara: “On the desert I dig out quite 2 number of
beamtiful bronzes; I must give them to the Louvre.”
And here, indeed, is the character of the man in a
single sentence.

The important thing to him was the experience,
not the possession. He gave away his ireasures, His
notes indicate that he made an
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sources of the Nile in Uganda.

. Perhaps the most important section in the bro-
c*%‘e?pis that dedicated to the ne;gmlllmlcm:m
¥ le in England are expecting a big c¢ on
in Egypt, and we have already bad a lot of re-
quests. [ believe thar this will be a good op-
portunity for Egypt to rebuild the confidence of its
clients,” Leveritt said. S -
Certain demands were glso made by the British
tour operators. “We, the English, like to do the
}gngmc:nise.“ said Laxton. “My request wo:lﬂdli':
r the government to give us permits to
full cruise from Caire to Aswan. I believe that oth-

*If a programme that combines the long cruise
with a trip to the source of the' Nile is pur into ef-
fect, 1 can guarantee the number of guests will be
tripled.” said Nagui Erian, general manager of the
PrinieAbbascm:'serwtﬂehisnmbyThnm
Cool

Stanley Cargill, a tour who has been
working in the Feld for 24 years, stressed the im-
portance of more pent domestc flights,
*“There should be regular flights from Hurghadato
lqaor. and from Sharm El-Sheikh to Luxor,” he
sai

Laxton admits that Egypt is his company’s fa-
vourite destipation. “For us there is no substime
destination for Egypt. If you do not come this
year, you wilf come the year after. As a matter of
fact, a lot of people who cancelled after the Luxor
autack are now re-booking,” be revealed.

urnal reveals all

Very litle was known about the === bt —

Check ir: Adly 390-0999; Opera 390-2443;

Site tours
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S e o Rammsss Suret and Camo Aipon. Beicy_
el to Alexsndria. Pore Saik, Hurghda 2pd Sa. 7.
T72-663.

Ciirg-Alesandria .

Services almast every half hour from 530w 2 10757,

&vadnif.ﬂlﬂlGa.Ahﬂnmdﬂ!ﬂﬂ_ﬁ-'ﬁ?Er

LEI'Junil?pm:LEzlmrrmh.m:lm L
LESO

ontil Spme theneafter. e
A VIP bas with phooe access leaves Almara at -_EE:.:
Tﬂm&mﬂmlﬂ:mmmm.u_
way.

m;1mwnijpmmmsimu
and Talwic Square. Tickers LES .
Sen‘ius’?lﬁm 7am, 8am, 9am and 3550 Tiskets
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Street. Tickets LE1S each way.
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Caire-Shaym El-Sheikh
Service | lpau. fram Tahir. then Almazs, Degarts Sharmn
El-Sheikh 1 1pm. Tickets LESQ each way.

Trains

I

Trains rum to Alaxendria, Post Said, Laxor and Aseas,

from Ramsis Starion. Tel. 147 or 575-3555.

Coijo-Lanor-Asorany

“French™ deluxe trains with sleepers

Services 10 Luxor and Aswan 7.40pm and 9pm (reachicg.

mmwmmm and W'

Tickess 1o Lunor LE294 for for-igners 3

Egyprians, 19 Aswan LE300 for foreigners: LE141 Tor
jsh™ dehixe trains without

Services to Luxor and Aswap- 6.45pm. 8.-45pm and

9.45pm. Tickets 20 Laxor: first class LES); second slasy

LE31. Tickets o Aswan: frst class LEG3; second <iass
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peﬁencs._ and the fact that altl_lough be de- — but the Ciimo-Lozor : o
scribed himself as a man with an ‘ant- 3 mopnaments Tickets LE*54 for Egyprians, LES3] for foreigners, bath
quarian bent’, he was no collector: this 3 at Girgeh, rouad-trip:
allowed lﬁsfn'easures to be d.lspepmfrsed mc seen by the Cuiro-Harglmdz - .
museums of the world,” said Professor - count in ki : ; ; .
zej Niwiaski of the University of Warsaw in | Count in s, | Tickets LED foc Bpypinas, L6399 fo fneigmer. bots
a lecture ar the Polish Institute in Cairo. completely
“Tyszkiewicz collected over 800 objects disappeared Lairo-Sham El-Sheikh : ]
from Egvpt and on his return to Paris mn- from erosion Tickers LEZ37 for Egypians. LE947 for foreigners, both
R — packed them, classified them, enjoyed them and pillage s -
“‘;’gkmmgh for a short while. and then offered them to _ Compiled by
Cruises Full Board the Louvre. They were not sold,” Niwinski I ‘Rehab Saad
stressed, “the famoous healing statue, jewels,
" .
BOOK NOW!! scarabs. schwepte fgures. Horus eyes in .
offer only valid within this gold and camelian. all were simply given . ) '
week for reservations tll away. Once he had collected and swmdied . — T T -,/
304708 themn. he lost interest in them completely.” ; - o ) £, I,,:,bﬂfm
25% discount A rich man of a Lithvanian-Polish family, Tysz- his journal covers his bird and crocodile-hunting ex- - cropolis, which was “absolut2ly and entrely re-
__on food & beverage kiewicz was a Russian citizen. Hunting was one of periences. : served for Marieus". Nevertheless. be described his £G'¥F TEIR’
if you buy your package his passions and he brought with him to Egypt vari-  Travellers were not pressed for time in those days.  own night robbings: » _
before Friday 5.00pm ous kinds of rifles and even several dogs — re-  Although Tyszkiewicz's goal was Upper Egyptand ~ He was apparently tzken to the necropolis by an T&Iephm “ulﬂbers Of caﬂo Ofﬁces
For reservations wievers. In those days, Egypt was a paradise for Nubia, he also explored the Delta. He travelled Arab who had “made an arrangement with some - '
Pyramisa Hotel Cairo hunters. especially on Lake Manzala where birds from Alexandria along the Mahmoudiya Canal to  guardians of the excavations at Thebes, and they |f-
60 Giza Street - Dokki were so plentiful that when they took to the air they Rosetta and Damietta, taking his time to attend what  promijsed not to watch in the night in a valley be- 2450270-2450260
Tel: 3360791/2/6/8 cast a great dark cloud on the water. In his journal, he called “fantasia™, describing beaucdiful girls danc-  hind the mountain of Assasif. Thus, we’ll be able to ot
Fax: 3361936 Tyszkiewicz describes his meeting with Lord Lon-  ing and singing bawdy songs, and observing the  make nightly researches during some hours in that {| Departure and arrival only {24 Hours daily)
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Zamalek's Alimed Metwal!ithmmnghimseltonﬂnballwhﬂeGorMnhia players are helpless

Zamalek did whar other Egyprian clubs |

could not do this week: beat an African .

team. The former African champions

romped over Gor Mahia of Kenya 4-0 to go’

through to the second round of the African -

Football Confederation (CAF) Cup.

The first-leg in Nairobi had ended 1-0 for
Gor Mahia. In the remn maich, Zanmlkek's
first goal was headed in by defender Medhat
Abdel-Hadi in the 38th minute. In the sec-
ond half, newly-discovered star Mohamed
Bassiouni scored on the break in the G6lst

_minute. Malian midfielder Ismail- Coulibaly
then struck twice for Zamalek 10 seal the *

victory.

.. While Zamalek was showmg how it was . porters,
done, two other E.gyptmn -clubs suffered

shock defeats. Ahli was eliminated from the
first round of the African Champions
Leagne, drawing with Ethiopia’s Coffee 2-2.

Ahh,playmgmthcAﬁimclubwmpm-

.tion again afrer a thres-year break, were ex-

pected to romp home i the return leg. So
confident were they, in fact, that they left the
task to & mainly reserve side while the first

T team regulars went to Tunisia to play in the

Arab Super Cup.

Agoalmthel()ﬂ:mmuteseemedtown-
dicate Ahli’s decision but the unheraided
Ethiopians sprang their surprise at the end.
Abli’s elimination took place in a deév-

. astating six-mimne spell. Coifee came from

behind wice, with the second equaliser ar-
riving 60 seconds before the end of normal
time.in front of 15,000 smnoped home sup-
who could not believe- théir star-
hsm‘idcﬁmpmsh! team had crashed out of the $3 mil-
on

Aﬂerdnma.ldl,AhhoonchAhmedMaher

-, said it was the best that his inexperienced

Ahh.whosesta:shelpedEgyptwmtheAf-_

rican Nations Cup two months ago, had
forced a 1-1 draw in Addis Ababa. a result

tha:seemcdmclearapaﬂ:mtothesecond _

ronnd.

juniors players conld do. “T den’t blame
them. Gaing out of the preliminaries is _}ust
l.ikc going - ont of the semi-finals,” Maher

ln Asmam. the capital of Eritrea, the nov-

amalek
saves the day zezz"

" which saw a goal disaliowed by both 1eams.

. cup, bad to

ice Red Sea team, cheered on by a crowd of -
30,000 waving red and white flags, held on
for a goalless draw against much-vaunted Is-
maili to win on away goals and advance 1o
the second round of the African Cup Win-
ners Cup.
The Eritreans had fon:ed an improbable 21-

2 draw in fast moath in the first leg
and defended stoutly in the retomm game,

The viclory set off mass celebrations
throughonut the town. .

Red Sea, the first Entrean club 10 enter the
ualify, apd were considered
nothing more cannon fodder for an
Egyptian side boasting Nations Cup star Ah-
med Hassan. But the “first-leg stalemate
beightened hopes of a fairy-tale triumph for
Red Sea -

Ali Abu-Greisha, Ismaili’s technical man-
KI said the team was in a tough situation

r having suddenly lost the services of its
Argentine coach. "Welmvemreorgamsebe-
fore we can sian winning again,” Abu-

Zamalek restored some pride to
Egyptian football with a 4-0 friumph
over Kenyan visitors Gor Mahia.
Meanwhile, in two other African
club games, a gamble by Ahli

Karate

THE EGYPTIAN Junior
Karate team was able to
collect 19 medals, 10 of
them gold, in the African
Championship in Cameroon.
Their final rally was 10 gold.
five silver and four bronze.

Table Tennis
AHLI retained the natzonal
league table tennis title for
the tenth year, after beating
Zamalek men 3-0 and their
women 3-1. In the men™s
event. Ahli's Ashraf Sobhi.
Amr Reda and Sherif
El-Saket were pitted against
Zamalek's Ahmed Saleh,
Mohamed El-Guindy and
Ayman Helmi. In the
women's evenl. Ahli was
represented by Shaimaa
Abdel-Aziz and Shereen
El-Alfi, and Zamalek by
Zzinab El-Mahgoub and
Fatema Abou-Gabal.

Track

THREE-ume world
cross-country champion
Lynn Jennings. who was
expected to be 10p American
Woman in the Boston
Marathon, has withdrawn
from the 20 April race.
Jennings, a bronze medalist
in the 10.000 metres 2t the
1992 Olympics, had planned
to make her official
marathen debut in Boston,
~Because my preparation for
the Boston Marathon has not
gone as well as [ had
planned, I am regretfully
withdrawing from the race.”
said Jeonings. In 1978, she
posted the third-best
woman’s time in the Boston
Marathon, 2 hours 46
minutes. Because she was
onc year under the minimum
age requirement of 18, her
time was not included in the
official resulis. Jennings.
now 37, currenty holds
American records for two
indoor races — 3,000 metres
and 5,000 metres — and
three outdoor races —
10,000 metres, cight
kilometres and 10 kilometres.

Chess
FIDF World Chess champion
Anatoly Karpov has
scheduled eight speed gemes
against Hungary's Judit
Polgar. the world’s top-rated
woman player. The games
will take place from 9 to 12
Junc in Budapest, the
_ Hungarian News Agency
MTI reponted. Karpov is the
reigning champion of the .
world chess federation,
known by its French
acronym FIDF. “Judit is an
excellent player and 1'm sure
the mach will be followed
with great interest throughourt
the world,” Karpov said.

Olympics

NEW SOUTH Wales” State
opposition leader has
criticised the
government-appointed
president of the Sydney
Crzanising Committee for
the Olympic Games. Peter
Collins said almost 70 per
cent of jobs filled at SCGCOG
over the past year were not
advertised. Michael Knight,
the Qlympics minister, who
is also SOCOG president.
and the ruling Labour Party
were using SOCOG as a
milking cow for their friends,
Colfins said.

Greisha said.
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You win one, you lose one

Ahli made up somewhat for their African debacle by winning the Arab Super Cup in Tunisia

Ahli, the defending champions. re-
Lained the Arab Super Cup for the sec-
ond consecutive year, plaving to a goal-
less draw with hosts Club Africain,
then winning two with identical
2-0 scores against Saudi Arabia’s Sheb-
ab and Algeria’s Mouloudia. Shebab's
2.2 draw with Club Africain in the fi-
nal match gave Ahli the tite.

The four clubs made up a single
group. Ahli collecied seven points from
the five-day event 10 come out on top.
Second place went 10 Club Africzin
who finished with five points from one

viciory and twop draws. Shebab was
third with four points and Mouloudia
finished last with no points at all.

Ahli had splil its team in Lwo io or-
der 1o play in the African League
Championship. which was being held
at the same dme. The team’s top
players were sent to Tunisia. whereas
its juniors. propped up by three veleran
players. took on Ethiopia’s Coffee in
Carro.

It was a risky decision. On Friday, us
balf of Ahli was winning the Super
Cup in Tunisia, the other half drew 2

with Coffee in a second-leg maich. The
first match in Ethiopia had ended 1-I
which meant Abli was eliminated from
the 32nd round of the continenmt’s pre-
mier ¢lub competition, the first tme
this has happened to the four-time Af-
rican champions.

However, Hassan Hamdi. Ahli's vice
president, said the club did not regret
plaving in two championships at the
same time.

Why should they? The Arab title, af-
ter all, brought them $50.000 in prize
money.

A weak week

The 20th week of the domestic football league ended with a feeling of deja vu: pre-
dictable losses, foreseeable victories. Nashwa Abdei-Tawab gives it a ‘ho’ and a ‘hum’

»

Executll"

Mohamed Salmawy '

n Sphmx ' _
Enq:wt&mr mow[o:r&ﬁaﬁd& E; = - e e
I L | N *f _
Rédacteur en Chef Pru;ldent.

" ot Rédacteur en Chef

_ Ibrahim Nafie

L
e e e
e L. -

L _.;__,.__:-'h

et e e, e S e TS T

> T

5 gy 2

R ke et L SV "L

Arab Contractors defeated Intihad Othman®s Dina 1-0 to hold
on to third place with 37 points. one point behind Zamalek
Dina. on the other hand. are still on 21 points following a
match whose highlishts were a yellow card for Dina’s Amr
Abdou and the expelling of Dina’s coach for dissent.

Dina are simply hoping to stay up, whereas Arab Contractors
are chasing the front-ronners Ahll, and maybe dream of cap-
tring the league trophy. Their lone goal was scored by Khaled
Kamel in the 79th mmute.

In a mare inspired came with 2 more sorprising result, Masri
lost 2-1 10 Suez in Port Said. Khaled El-Kurdi scored the win-
ner for Suez lae in the game, which was drawn at half-time af-
t¢r goals from Tamer Bagato of Suez and Mowafak El-Basha
of Masri. With this win. Suez notched up three precious poinis.
jumping to 28 poinis in all, one point behind Masri,

For Masti, this was the latest i a string of poor performances
which started soon after they won the Egypt Cup Last month. It
also ended their brief boncymoon with their fans, who this
week reveried 10 cheering the Suez players afier the game.
Masri players were fined by the club for losing, while Suez

plavers each received a LE1,000 boaus.

In a balanced affair. Ghazl El-Mehaila and Mansoura drew
1-}. With 13 games 10 go, Ghazl have 30 points and Mansoura
7. Abdel-Latif El-Domani of Ghazl scored in the cighth min-
ute and Walid Salah equalised with only three minutes to go.

Following their unprecedented 2-0 victory over leagoe lead-
ers Ahli in Cairo last week. Aswan returned to their losing
ways. going down 2-0 to Ghazl El-Sucz. Both goals came in
the first half, from Ahmed Abdullah and Sayed Tigana. In the
second half, Aswan played with 10 men afier Mohamed Adel
Mursi was sent off. Gbazl El-Suez now have 24 points while
rejegation-threatened Aswan are stuck on 19. The winners
were given eidia, 1o celebrate the coming feast.

Shams, another team strugglmg to stay afloat, edged ahead
of Baladiat El-Mehaila. winning 1-0, as Mustafa Kamel scored
in the 11th minuz, Shams™ 20 points give it twa more than Ba.
ladiat El-Meha]la at the botiom of the 1able. Both teams. how-
ever, are stll banling 10 sty alive,

Edited by Inas Mazhar
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Khairi Beshara:

Grit

in your

eyes

A musician roams the

streets of the city. a

music-box on his back,
singing about people and
for them, praising their

- endurance and their

human weaknesses

Khairi Beshara and his level-headed camera cap-
wre and expose reality. Whether 2 docomentary or
a feawre film, a Beshara picture is evervday life
witbout embellishments or deliberate distortion.

This bald. bold, stocky man. now in his mid-
*50s. sits up straight on a wooden chair. across a
table, and begins to recollect his beginnings. Full
of nostalgia and admiraton. he looks back on the
early “70s as a brief golden age for Egyptian docu-
mentary films. ~This age dawned with Hossan Al-
Tin {Clay Horse) and AN Arzag (On the Nile)
by Auiyxt El-Abnoudi and Hashim EI-Nahass,”
says Beshara. Both documentaties were con-

raneous with the narional sense of despair
which followed the 1967 defeat The traditional
form. with voice-over commentary, was no longer
in use: social awareness had charged this visual
medium.

Beshara made several contributions to this gold-
en age. which ended in 1977. He reaches out ab-
sent-mindedly o pluck a manuscript from a near-
bv bookshelf. immersed in the re.:ollectio:;f thﬁdn:
depressing period. the sunset of “the ud
years”. The maouscript is his book. Cinema and
Realirc. which he has never published. He reads a
section about one of his own films: “Although Ab-
del-Aati’s fame spread. Sa'id Al-
Dabbabar \Tank Hunter) was noth-
ing but a film about ondinary bueman
beings, speculation and a voyage
through the true. simple. banal sides
of his personality and his social
background. Shibaa Al-Qiss. Shar-
qiva, was a village that awoke all
my childhood memories. brought
back all I had read and my somber
yeamings in comnection with the
Egyptian village. Here. in just such
a village, the camera should be
planted, to inhaie the aroma of die
soil and the peasanis, to harvest the
films of our dreams, hopes and as-
pirations.”

It is now easier to understand how
Beshara remains convinced that
there was never a defined boundary
between feature and documentary.
This conviction accompanies him in
his film-making, which is why Sa-
mir Farid coosidered Awwama

Saba'in (House Boar No. 70) Egypt's first new-

realism film, and compared it to Al-Sug Al-
Sawdaa (Black Market). the first realist work in
Egyptian flm history. dating back 1o the late "30s.

His emotions, concerns and motivations — how
to know and comprehend, that was the question —
marked the beginnings -of Beshara’s presentation
of reality, and the way he relates to it. as a humao
being, through film Because be grew up in a vil-
lage. and remains romantically attached to rural
life. he needed to break emotional barriers to the
craelty of reality. His almost naturalist concentra-
tion on the village, coupled with an ambitious at-
tempt to renew cigematic lioguage, was aimed at
this end. Documentaries allowed him to do with-
out the conventional techniques of narmaticn and
story-telling prevalent in mainstream productions.

His voyage to Poland — a fellowship — was his
first break from his family. independence and a
pew experience: of life. more than of citema. “My
personality bas rebellion at its core: it was not
bom, as some like to believe, with Kaboria
{Crabs).” The nouvelle vague, neo-Czech cinema.
Tarkovsky and Macaviev: Beshara admires them,
and believes he was born in the "60s, as far as cul-
ture is concerned.

His documentary work was characterised by his
respect for the form. Jts charms-include the ab-
sence of actors, decorations. make-up, and even
private sponsors. The govemnment funded him. *T
enjoyed the maximum liberty any filmmaker
could have had. The government, however. tended
to associate the documentaries of the “70s with
comununism, and finally the attempt to bury this
epoch alive succeeded. Back then we never de-
fended ourselves. We deeply respected freedom of
thought. and the charges made against us were un-
founded. since we did not consider ‘communist’
an accusation.” They shared a hybrid of liberalist
and socialist beliefs, he and his friends: but he was

never an active member of a communist party.,

“This sterile way of thinking failed 10 realise that
Western. capitalist. liberal cinemas produced
many films containing a similar dosage of social
criticism and were never dubbed ‘communist” —
at least after Macarthy.™

His documentaries: Tank Hunter. Villuge Doc-
tor, The Seagull, Huminaiion and Rock Talks. All
these were entries in the Leipzig International
Film Festival and the Cairo National Film Fes-
tival. Among the awards he collected: Best idea,
for the first: Best Film, Direction and Screenplay,

for the second and third; Best Direction. for the
fourth. The Egyptian Association of Cinema Crit-
ics nlso awarded him the award for best docu-
meatary three times, for Village Doctor, The Sea-
gull and Rock Talks, concurrentdy with Dawoud
Abdel-Sayed’s documentaries. Village Doctor
also won first place at the Nineteenth International
Studen: Union Festival at Leipzig, as well as Best
Documentary from the Cacholic Audiovisaal Cul-
twral Centre, and, most remarkably, the Siate In-
centive Award of the First Degree from the Higher
Council of Arts and Literature in 1978.

All of Beshara's documentaries can be seen as
preparation for a featare film. His documentaries
were alv;?ys experiments, attempts to reconstruct
reality. He shot ordi people, trying to pla
real-life roles; me;ﬂ;.:r? seen anqmscapmred unaa-’
wares.

“From this documentary epoch, owr feature
films were bom. [Mohamed] Khan and T are
wwins. Each of us brought out a deeply hidden side
in the other — the most important and only sid2
that needed o ." Beshara acied in several
of Khan's feature films, while Khan acted in
House Boal No.70.

After 1980, Beshara's documentaries were no

longer the bearers of his ambitions. He was ready
for feature. The script of Bloody Destinies was
presented to him, so he worked on it to develop it
in his own direction. “Each of us — directors of
this kind — creates his own special world, in
which there are pecessarily things that fascinate
and interest him, and from which he excludes
things that don™t I am interested in the south. I
like the Nubians, their culture, their dialect and the
Upper Egyprian dialect in general. I also like the
sound of the Syriam dialect. and Italian songs and
operas. In all my feamres. there are Italian songs. I
admire slim men and women, and eyes that spar-
Ke. I love spontaneous, simple. ordinary people.™

He ridicoles snobbism and feigned sophistica-
tion, but he certainly believes in buman compas-
sion. Sometimes this is misunderstood: an in-
fluential criic disliked Jee Cream in Glvm
because a businessman kisses a Nasserist. “al-
though,” Beshara explains, “to kiss then resume
fighting is charactenstic of Egypiians. At feasts
and on national occasions we unite and celebrate,
but scon dwell again on differeaces and old con-
flicts. Just because I did not show the obvious
does not mean.] consider what [the critic] sew as a
reconciliation between the classes to be final. It is

merely a more mapre view of life: reconciliation
follows dissension and disagreement, and vice-
versa.”

Al-Tawg wal-Eswera tThe Collar and the Brace-
let) was hailed nationally and internationally as
one of the best four films in the bistory of Egyp-
tian cinemna. The film tackles bartbed-wire themes
like tradition and honour which, although they are
oot new subject matter, were dealt with in a com-
pletely different way: Beshara’s stark vision and
sobriety haunt those who have seen it. The setting
— an Upper Egyptian village early in the century
— as well as the costumes, acting style and dialect
all contributed to the creation of a cruel, subtle
world of despair and inevitability. In one of the
Cannes festival journdls, the year the film was
shown, it was described as beralding the remnn of
El}‘gsgoldenageongypﬁancinema_theIQSOSand

Beshara's follow-up was Yo Morr Yom Helw
{Swect Day, Bitter Day), with Faten Hamama in
the lezd role. The film was shot in Shubra, the
neighbourhood where the director had spent most
of his life. This tire his lyricism was transplamted
into the hear of the crowded city.

Two years ago. Beshara won the Cairo Film

rour (Traffic Light), his most recent film. The film
was attacked viclently by critics and. the press.
The jury included Shabana Azmi from India, Brit-
ish actress Sarah Miles, fiimmakers from Italy,
China and Russia, as well as sn American critic.

mchedamm_on!:harix-.lqwmdw

implicated: because it prevenss

the general public from seeing the real value of
things and their nanial fons.”

Critics label his recent films “‘new style’, and at-

tack them. They are used to placing him in a cer-
tain category, and their reliance on the expected
cansed his fitms to shock themn. “Any change n
my spproach is not intended to shock; I make

Andsoit *1 can't succumb and be pi -
holed.lmﬁmmduto a certain wave ormmove-
menL” Beshara mefuses to lose, because “to lose
doesn’t mean to die. We used to juggle to get fi-

Festival's SM Pyramid award for Isharit Mu-.

pancing for our eadly Slms, all the way uatil the 7

making crisis,” Now be feels be is starting
from scratch. He will shoot the Slmn he wants to-
morrow, if he wants to. It is the prospect that pre-
occupies him. He does oot seek and

_ Enancing: “That would be lame.” Even in the cur- - - <34

pothing is impassible,
Carried away, ke cries: “1 always bave the op-
timism and the knowledge that, if I have the en-
thusiasm, wish- violence, I'll do 211 I can. Now 1
confront the crisis by dieting: I have lost eight kil-
walking and poing to the sauma once 2

. ograms by ;
_ week. I have a pill to calm me down in my pock-
et, for emergencies, Fathethood is also my con-

cermn. at this point. 1 befiend my son. He is tal-

had the capability and things 0. szy. I'd make a
film every six momhbs." o

Before Kaboriz, Beshara was classifted as a
. .~. “prestge director”, who “makes
-7 .7 fibms that -succesd ar  inter-
national film festivals, and that

partraying ugly thi
realism’, but this is only because we didn't comply
with the prostitution of film and the nse of plastic
surgety to synthesise our pictures.™ .
Beshara always refers 1o, and shows deep re-
Bt s rederessars. whase filun became
e _clasqm:ponﬂhdﬁhemmhsdm“ 3
way:sqmgd;ﬂ'e:m o a extent, .
opposed to — “they populanised sm“thf: in-
duostry at the expense of originahity and authentic-
ity, and paid little attention w0 refining and de- -
velopmgﬂ:_emmmaﬁclangmge." ) -
Then again, Harb ALFarawla (Strawherry Was) . -
ﬁ_mmadedxm' ition to recent gradunes of the - -
Film Instimte, sach-one named. They.
too, Carry the banmers he bore, calling, for a new .-
revolution in Egyptian cinema, .

. by Madame Sosostris

& Good news, my darlings, for all
of us who have loved the Luxor
Winter Palace immonalised by
Agatha Christie. The hotel. which
is now part of the Sofite) chain. has
been declared part of our protecied
heritage by the Supreme Council
of Antiquities. which in plain par-
lonce means that no developer is
going to be able to tear it down one
day and replace it with one of the
ugly towers described as modern
architecture in polite circles. From
now on, thanks to the effors in
preservation of Accor Hotels

S.AE. when you go lo Luxor,
says Hala El-Khatib, public re-
lations manager of Accor, you can
enjoy the kind of gracious living
our elders were so fond of. without
fm-ingmmitwﬂlsmngotheway
of so manv of our beautifyl build-
ings. which have crumbled under
the wrecking ball. Who kaows?
Maybe you too will be inspired.
and come ap with 2 masteTpiece or
twa, or. more modestly, a Pharaon-
ic vignette which unravels in the
winding corridors and charming
salons of the hotel.

v

% I was treated last week to the
antics of both the bold and the
bleau!iﬁuofwhen 1 attended the
electon of Miss Egypt 1998, The
l4bmu&fu_1ca_ndidam

() Winter  ury, Temail Mubarak, Girastor of
Faiaca; Carlne ional Relarioos at the Ge-
Mahmoud Bakr 2 Soexaton, famous aciress

NS Feypt 19%. This year, e win.

. * critics love, but tiat fall ot te - F

| Fitmography e : :

things, our genre was called ‘hiack . <




